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Ukraine Claims Strike on Russian 
Missile Components Factory 
Ukraine says its forces have targeted what it 
described as one of Russiaõs key military 
production facilities. 
President Volodymyr Zelensky stated that 
the factory manufactured electronic parts 
and components used in Russian missiles. 
According to him, these are the same missiles 
that have been used to strike Ukrainian 
cities, villages, and civilian areas. 
Ukraineõs military reported that British-
supplied Storm Shadow missiles were used in 
the attack on the Kremniy El plant located in 
Russiaõs Bryansk region, near the Ukrainian 
border. 
Russian officials say the strike caused civilian 
casualties. Local authorities reported that at 
least six people were killed and 42 others 
injured, describing the incident as a òterrorist 
missile attack.ó Kremlin spokesperson Dmitry 
Peskov claimed that such missiles could not 
have been launched without assistance from 
British specialists. 
Peskov added that Russiaõs ongoing òspecial 
military operationó ñ the term used by 
Moscow to describe its full-scale invasion of 
Ukraine that began on 24 February 2022 
ñ aims to stop what he called òbarbaric 
actionsó by the Ukrainian government. 
He also reiterated that one of the main 
objectives of the operation is the 
demilitarisation of Ukraine, a goal President 
Vladimir Putin has repeatedly emphasized. 

However, Ukraine has received significant 
military assistance from Western countries 
since the invasion began, including advanced 
weapons intended to help defend its 
territory. 
Russia has also received support from allies. 
Iranian-supplied Shahed drones and troops 
from North Korea have been used to bolster 
Russian operations. 
Ukrainian officials said one such drone 
attack killed two people and injured five 
others in Kharkiv, the countryõs second-
largest city, on Wednesday. A separate 
Russian strike the previous day in Slovyansk, 
in eastern Ukraine, left four people dead 
and 16 wounded. 
Despite the war appearing to reach a 
stalemate in recent months, fighting continues. 
Russian forces have made gradual gains on 
the battlefield, while Ukraine claims it has 
managed to retake some territory previously 
seized by Russian troops. 
President Zelensky has indicated that 
another round of negotiations involving 
Russian and American representatives could 
take place next week. 
The talks are reportedly being facilitated by 
US President Donald Trump, who has said he 
wants to bring the war to an end. 
A key issue in the discussions is a proposal 
suggesting that Ukraine would give Russia 
control over parts of the Donbas region that 
it does not currently hold. The Donbas 
includes the industrial regions of Donetsk and 
Luhansk. 
Russia currently occupies more than 80% of 
these territories, but Ukraine has said it 

cannot agree to surrender them. 
 
Does every one alive at these two moments 
in time, recall where there were when they 
heard news that John Kennedy had been 
shot and killed, and years later, Princess 
Diana died in a car crash? 
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based on https://www.bbc.co.uk/news/live/
cvg150715jet 
The government says it intends to release 
the remaining documents related to Peter 
Mandelson in a single final 
batch. 
Speaking to the BBC, Chief 
Secretary to the Treasury 
Darren Jones said officials 
are currently reviewing the 
outstanding material before 
publication. The documents 
still need to undergo checks 
by both the Metropolitan 
Police and the Intelligence 
and Security Committee, but 
he said the process is moving 
forward òas quickly as 
possibleó. 
When asked whether he had 
overstated the amount 
Mandelson sought as part of 
a severance settlement, 
Jones replied that òthe documents speak for 
themselvesó. 
Among the papers already released is an 
email indicating that Mandelson began 

discussions with the Foreign Office following 
his dismissal as UK ambassador to the United 
States by requesting a payment of 
£547,201. 

However, the BBC understands that 
Mandelson disputes that characterisation. 
Jones said the government had no desire to 
provide Mandelson with any payout, adding: 

òIn the circumstances, the 
government did not want to give Peter 
Mandelson a penny.ó 
But after receiving legal advice, ministers 

ultimately agreed 
ñ reluctantly, he 
said ñ to pay a 
reduced settlement 
of £75,000. 
According to sources 
f a m i l i a r  w i t h 
M a n d e l s o n õ s 
p o s i t i o n ,  h e 
maintains that he 
answered questions 
about his links to 
Jeffrey Epstein 
truthfully during the 
vetting process. 
Mandelson has 
r e p e a t e d l y 
indicated that he 
believes he did 

nothing illegal, did not benefit personally 
from the situation, and is cooperating with 
police inquiries. 

based on https://www.bbc.co.uk/news/
articles/cpd83zwqlvno  by Sarah Rainsford 

Russia is already at war with the UK 
Plot that sent incendiary parcels to the 
UK 
Parcel bomb plot linked to Russia 
raises fears of covert attacks in Europe 
Aleksandr Suranovas was not surprised to be 
asked to post parcels abroad. Delivering 
packages had become one of the small jobs 
he sometimes took on for extra money. What 
puzzled him, however, was what was inside 
them. 
When he was sent a photograph of the items 
he was meant to send ñ including sex toys, 
body lotion and massage cushions ñ 
Suranovas replied with a short message: 
òWhat?ó 
The reply came through the messaging app 
Telegram. The unusual items were simply 
what the recipients had requested, he was 
told, and there could be more work in the 

future. The pay was attractive: about ú150 
for just a few hours of effort. Suranovas 
agreed. 
òIf thatõs what they want, fine,ó he 
responded. 
What he says he did not know was that the 
packages allegedly concealed carefully 
constructed incendiary devices. According to 
investigators, tubes of cosmetic cream had 
been refilled with liquid explosive, while the 
triggering mechanisms were hidden inside the 
massage cushions. 
In July 2024, Suranovas collected the parcels 
from a contact in a park in Vilnius, Lithuania. 
At that point, the timers inside the devices 
had already been activated. Over the 
following two days, three of the packages 
ignited, including one shortly before it was 
due to be loaded onto a cargo aircraft 
bound for London. Had it detonated later in 
the journey, the outcome could have been far 
worse. 
Suranovas was arrested the following month. 

Lithuanian authorities accuse him of 
participating in a terrorism operation linked 
to Russiaõs military intelligence service, the 
GRU. Across Lithuania and Poland, 22 
people have been detained in connection 
with the investigation, which also involved 
British counter-terrorism officers. 
Russia has repeatedly denied any 
involvement. 
Suranovas is the first person connected to the 
alleged plot to speak publicly. 
Recruitment through informal networks 
Following Russiaõs full-scale invasion of 
Ukraine, investigators say a series of 
sabotage incidents across Europe has 
emerged. These have included arson attacks, 
rail disruptions and the suspicious parcel 
deliveries. 
Suranovas responded to questions during an 
investigation into these activities and later 
agreed to meet after being released on 
remand. 
According to officials, the operation relied on 
a chain of intermediaries, each responsible 
for a different task. Some transported 
ignition devices into the European Union, 
while others supplied vehicles or handled 
logistics. Suranovas allegedly played the 
final role ñ sending the parcels through 
courier services. 
Lithuaniaõs National Crisis Management 
Centre warns the strategy reflects a wider 
pattern. 
òThis is not a hidden conflict,ó said its director 
Vilmantas Vitkauskas. òIt is active aggression 
aimed at countries supporting Ukraine.ó 
Former Lithuanian defence minister Dovilǟ 
Ģakalienǟ says the use of loosely connected 
operatives helps those behind such operations 
avoid direct links. 
òThe greater the distance between the 
planners and the people carrying out the 
acts, the harder it becomes to trace 

Fireman fight the fire in the van 
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responsibility,ó she said. 
A chain of instructions 
Suranovas says he was approached by an 
acquaintance known only as òHKó, who 
contacted him through Telegram. Messages 
allegedly instructed him to collect packages 
and send them to destinations in London, 
Birmingham and Warsaw using courier 
companies including DHL and DPD. 
Investigators believe HK may be based in 
Krasnodar in southern Russia and that the 
wider operation was coordinated remotely. 
Another suspected organiser, known by the 
alias òWarrioró, is thought to have played a 
role in both the parcel plot and an arson 
attack at an Ikea store in Vilnius in May 
2024. 
On the day of the deliveries, Suranovas was 
told a courier would meet him in a central 
Vilnius square with the packages. Meanwhile, 
investigators say another participant had 
already prepared the devices. 
A Ukrainian man, Vladislav Derkavets, is 
accused of assembling and activating the 
incendiary mechanisms before passing the 
parcels along. He has also been arrested. 
The packages were disguised among 
ordinary goods, including compression tights 
and sex toys, which investigators believe may 
have been intended to divert suspicion. 
òI didnõt knowó 
When Suranovas later met journalists, he was 
wearing an electronic monitoring tag. After 
18 months in custody, he is currently under 
strict supervision while awaiting trial. 
The 53-year-old admits he delivered the 
packages ñ CCTV footage shows him 
posting them ñ but insists he was unaware 
they contained explosives. 
òI would never have agreed to that,ó he said. 
òI think itõs terrible. I was used.ó 
Originally from Soviet-era Lithuania and 
identifying as ethnically Russian, Suranovas 
says he had previously earned money buying 
and selling cars and occasionally transporting 
goods for people who knew him. 
òI helped people move items for a fee,ó he 
said. 
Investigators argue his financial problems 
and connections to informal delivery networks 
may have made him a convenient recruit. 
Suranovas denies working for any 
intelligence service. 
òIõm not a spy,ó he said. 
A broader strategy 
Security experts say the case illustrates a 
shift in Russian intelligence methods. 
After the 2018 Salisbury nerve agent attack, 
large numbers of Russian diplomats 
suspected of intelligence work were expelled 
from Europe. According to analysts, this 
significantly limited Moscowõs ability to 
deploy trained agents abroad. 
Instead, officials say Russian operatives have 
increasingly relied on criminal networks or 
individuals recruited online to carry out 
sabotage. 
òThese operations often involve people who 
donõt know the full plan,ó said Elijah Glantz, 
a researcher at the Royal United Services 
Institute (RUSI). òThatõs common in organised 
crime as well.ó 

Among the suspects in the parcel investigation 
are individuals previously convicted of fraud, 
vehicle theft and other offences. 
Explosions across Europe 
On 20 July 2024, the first device ignited at 
Leipzig airport in Germany shortly before it 
was due to be loaded onto a flight to 
London. 
A second explosion occurred the next 
morning in a DPD delivery truck near 
Warsaw, while another device malfunctioned. 
The final package ignited later at a DHL 
facility in Birmingham. 
Although no one was injured, the incidents 
caused significant damage. 
Initially, the explosions were kept out of 
public view while investigators attempted to 
identify those responsible. Messages 
exchanged between those involved suggest 
some of the organisers were unsure why 
deliveries had stalled. 
Authorities later discovered additional 
suspicious packages sent to North America, 
believed to be part of tests of new routes 
rather than attacks. 
Officials remain uncertain whether the 
ultimate aim was to bring down an aircraft or 
to intimidate countries supporting Ukraine. 
According to a former senior US official, the 
White House contacted Russia directly, 
warning of consequences if such operations 
continued. 
òA warningó 
Lithuanian officials say the case demonstrates 
how hybrid attacks can operate across 
borders. 
When police dismantled parts of the network, 
they uncovered more explosives hidden in 
food tins buried in a cemetery, along with 
drone components capable of carrying them. 
Reflecting on the alleged operation, 
Suranovas believes it may have been a trial 
run. 
òIt was probably a test,ó he said. òA way of 
showing they can reach far and do things 
without anyone realising.ó 
 
based on https://www.bbc.co.uk/news/
articles/cgl5jeg5r15o  by James Landale 
Diplomatic correspondent in Kyiv 

Ukraine sends drone defence experts 
to Middle East as Zelensky highlights 
wartime experience 

Ukrainian military specialists have been 
dispatched to several Middle Eastern 
countries to assist with defending against 
drone attacks, President Volodymyr Zelensky 
has said. 
According to the Ukrainian leader, teams 
have travelled to Qatar, the United Arab 
Emirates and Saudi Arabia to share 
expertise in countering drones believed to be 
launched from Iran in response to large-scale 
US and Israeli strikes. 
Zelensky also said Ukrainian personnel were 
supporting efforts to protect US military 
facilities in Jordan. 
In a video address, the president said 
Ukraine had developed unmatched 
knowledge in defending against drone 
attacks after years of conflict with Russia. 
òUkraine now has the greatest experience in 
the world in countering attack drones,ó he 
said. 
The countryõs expertise has been shaped by 
more than four years of constant aerial 
assaults from Russia, during which Ukrainian 
forces have had to adapt rapidly to waves 
of drones targeting cities and infrastructure. 
Kyiv says that the United States and around 
ten other countries across Europe and the 
Middle East have sought its assistance in 
responding to the growing threat posed by 
drones. 
None of the countries mentioned have 
publicly confirmed the requests. However, US 
President Donald Trump said last week that 
Washington would accept help from òany 
countryó willing to offer it, including Ukraine. 
Talks in the Gulf 
Zelensky said Rustem Umerov, secretary of 
Ukraineõs National Security and Defence 
Council, was travelling to the Gulf region with 
a delegation of military, intelligence and 
defence officials. 
The visit is intended to develop what 
Zelensky described as òconcrete agreementsó 
on cooperation. 
He argued that Ukraineõs experience was 
increasingly valuable to partners facing 
similar threats. 
òWithout our experience it will be extremely 
difficult for countries in the Gulf, for the 
entire Middle East, and for partners in 
Europe and America to build effective 
protection,ó he said. 

The interceptor taking off 
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òWe are ready to assist those who support 
Ukraine.ó 
Ukraineõs drone strategy 
Several Middle Eastern air defence systems 
have struggled to intercept large numbers of 
incoming drones. In many cases, costly 
missiles worth millions of dollars have been 
used to destroy relatively inexpensive 
Shahed-type drones. 
Ukraine has taken a different approach, 
deploying large numbers of low-cost 
interceptor drones to destroy incoming 
aircraft. 

Kyiv is now offering both the technology and 
operational knowledge behind these systems 
to potential partners in the Gulf. 
However, Zelensky faces a delicate 
balancing act. Some Ukrainians may question 
why resources and expertise are being 
shared abroad when Ukraine itself continues 
to face frequent Russian attacks. 
For that reason, Zelensky has emphasised 
that assistance will be linked to continued 
support for Ukraine. 
òThose asking Ukraine for help must also 
continue helping us defend ourselves,ó he 
said. 
In particular, Kyiv hopes partners will 
provide additional Patriot air defence 
systems and other advanced equipment 
capable of intercepting fast-moving Russian 
missiles. 
Seeking support and funding 
Ukraine also sees potential economic benefits 

from exporting its drone technology. Selling 
interceptor drones could generate much-
needed revenue for the country while 
strengthening diplomatic ties with Gulf states. 
Many of these nations have attempted to 
remain neutral during Russiaõs invasion of 
Ukraine, avoiding clear alignment with either 
side. 
The fact that Western partners are now 
turning to Ukraine for technical assistance has 
also been noted in Kyiv. 
Still, some Ukrainian analysts warn that 
Zelensky must avoid overstating the countryõs 

capabilities or placing excessive demands on 
allies. 
Questions were raised when officials 
revealed that Kyiv had previously proposed 
a drone cooperation deal with the United 
States a year earlier, which Washington 
declined. 
òA good feelingó 
In an interview with Irish blogger Caolan 
Robertson, Zelensky said it was encouraging 
to see partners seeking Ukrainian expertise. 
òIt feels good that so many countries are 
asking Ukraine for help,ó he said. òThe 
Americans asked us, and of course Iõm proud 
that we can assist our partners.ó 
He compared Ukraineõs position to a skilled 
card player holding a strong hand. 
òYou may have good cards, but itõs important 
not to reveal them too soon,ó Zelensky said. 
òWe had them a year ago, but we kept 
them hidden. Now everyone sees they are 

there.ó 
His comments appeared to allude to Donald 
Trumpõs frequent claim that Ukraine has òno 
cardsó in negotiations with Russia and the 
United States over ending the war. 
Trump has pushed for a peace agreement 
but has been criticised for proposals that 
some observers believe would favour 
Moscow. 
Disputes over peace terms 
One major obstacle in negotiations has been 
demands that Ukraine formally relinquish 
territories in the Donbas region, which 

includes the administrative areas of Donetsk 
and Luhansk. 
Russia currently controls more than 80% of 
those territories, but Kyiv has repeatedly 
rejected any suggestion that it should 
surrender land it still claims as its own. 
Since taking office more than a year ago, 
Trump has also reduced direct US military 
aid to Ukraine, arguing that previous 
assistance represented excessive spending 
by American taxpayers. 
Instead, much of the military equipment Kyiv 
now receives from the United States ñ 
including Patriot missile systems ñ is being 
purchased by European allies before being 
transferred to Ukraine. 
However, Ukrainian officials say deliveries 
have been slow and insufficient compared 
with the scale of Russiaõs ongoing attacks. 
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Where did the Hot Dog come from? 

A hot dog is a grilled, steamed, or boiled 
sausage served in the slit of a partially sliced 
bun. The term hot dog can also refer to the 
sausage itself. The sausage used is a wiener 
(Vienna sausage) or a frankfurter 

(Frankfurter Würstchen, also just called 
frank). The names of these sausages 
commonly refer to their assembled dish.[6] 
Hot dog preparation and condiments vary 
worldwide. Common condiments include 
mustard, ketchup, relish, onions in tomato 
sauce, and cheese sauce. Other toppings 
include sauerkraut, diced onions, jalapeños, 
chilli, grated cheese, coleslaw, bacon and 
olives. Hot dog variants include the corn dog 
and pigs in a blanket. The hot dog's cultural 
traditions include the Nathan's Hot Dog 
Eating Contest and the Oscar Mayer 
Wienermobile. 

These types of sausages were culturally 
imported from Germany and became 
popular in the United States. It became a 
working-class street food in the U.S., sold at 
stands and carts. The hot dog has become 
closely associated with baseball and 
American culture. Although particularly 
connected with New York City and its cuisine, 
the hot dog eventually became ubiquitous 
throughout the US during the 20th century. Its 
preparation varies regionally in the country, 
emerging as an important part of other 
regional cuisines, including Chicago street 
cuisine. 

The interceptor in flight 
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based on https://www.nasa.gov/missions/
van-allen-probes/nasa-van-allen-probe-a-to
-re-enter-atmosphere/  and wiki 

NASAõs Van Allen Probe A to Re-Enter 
Atmosphere  
NASAõs Van Allen Probe A is expected to re-
enter Earthõs atmosphere nearly 14 years 
after its launch in 2012. The spacecraft, 
along with its twin Van Allen Probe B, was 
designed to study the Van Allen radiation 
beltsñrings of charged particles trapped by 
Earthõs magnetic field. From 2012 to 2019, 
the two probes repeatedly flew through 
these belts to investigate how particles are 
gained, lost, and transported within them. 
The radiation belts play an important role in 
shielding Earth from cosmic radiation, solar 
storms, and the constant stream of charged 
particles carried by the solar wind. These 
phenomena can be harmful to astronauts and 
damaging to satellites and other 
technologies, making it critical for scientists to 
understand how the belts behave. 
As of 9 March 2026, the U.S. Space Force 
predicts that the approximately 1,323-pound 
spacecraft will re-enter the atmosphere at 
around 7:45 p.m. EDT on 10 March 2026, 
with an uncertainty of ±24 hours. NASA 
expects most of the spacecraft to burn up 
during re-entry, although some components 
may survive. The risk to people on Earth is 
considered very lowñabout 1 in 4,200. 
NASA and the Space Force will continue to 
monitor the spacecraft and refine predictions. 
The Van Allen Probes launched on 30 August 
2012 with an original mission duration of two 
years. Instead, the spacecraft operated for 
nearly seven years, collecting unprecedented 

measurements of Earthõs two permanent 
radiation belts, which are named after 
physicist James Van Allen, who discovered 
them. The mission concluded in 2019 after 
both spacecraft ran out of fuel and could no 
longer maintain the orientation needed to 
operate their systems. 
These spacecraft were the first designed to 
operate for extended periods within the 
radiation belts themselves, a region typically 
avoided by satellites and human missions due 
to its intense radiation environment. Their 
long operational life demonstrated 
exceptional resilience of their electronics in 
one of the harshest regions near Earth. 
Managed by NASAõs Living With a Star 
program and built and operated by the 
Johns Hopkins University Applied Physics 
Laboratory, the mission produced several 
major discoveries about the dynamics of the 
radiation belts. Among the most notable was 
the discovery of a temporary third radiation 
belt, which can form during periods of intense 
solar activity. 
When the mission ended in 2019, scientists 
estimated that Probe A would re-enter 
Earthõs atmosphere around 2034. However, 
the current solar cycle has been more active 
than expected. In 2024, the Sun reached its 
solar maximum, generating stronger space 
weather and increasing atmospheric drag on 
the spacecraft. This additional drag has 
accelerated its orbital decay, bringing 
forward the predicted re-entry date by 
several years. 
Even after the missionõs conclusion, data from 
the Van Allen Probes continues to be used to 
study space weather and its effects. 

Researchers analyze the archived 
observations to better understand how solar 
activity influences the radiation belts and 
how these changes can affect satellites, 
astronauts, and critical infrastructure on Earth, 
including communications, navigation systems, 
and power grids. 
While Probe A is expected to re-enter in 
March 2026, its twin Probe B is projected to 
remain in orbit until the early 2030s. 
Despite dramatic headlines surrounding the 
Nasa satellite crash, experts stress that the 
risk to people on the ground is extremely 
low. 
Statistically, the probability of injury from 
debris is estimated to be about 1 in 4,200, 
largely because oceans cover about 70 
percent of Earthõs surface. 
As a result, any surviving fragments are far 
more likely to land in open water than in 
populated areas. 
 
based on https://www.itv.com/news/
anglia/2026-03-11/high-school-in-lockdown
-after-student-is-stabbed 

Thorpe St Andrew High School near 
Norwich placed in lockdown after 
teenage girl is stabbed 
A secondary school near Norwich was placed 
in lockdown on Wednesday morning after a 
student was stabbed, prompting a police 
response and the arrest of a teenage boy. 
Emergency services were called to Thorpe St 
Andrew High School at around 10.25am 
following reports that a teenage girl had 
been attacked. According to Norfolk Police, 
a 16-year-old boy was later detained on 
suspicion of causing grievous bodily harm 

http:/ragged-rag.net
https://ragged-rag.net
https://www.facebook.com/profile.php?id=61588419656141
https://www.nasa.gov/missions/van-allen-probes/nasa-van-allen-probe-a-to-re-enter-atmosphere/
https://www.nasa.gov/missions/van-allen-probes/nasa-van-allen-probe-a-to-re-enter-atmosphere/
https://www.nasa.gov/missions/van-allen-probes/nasa-van-allen-probe-a-to-re-enter-atmosphere/
https://www.itv.com/news/anglia/2026-03-11/high-school-in-lockdown-after-student-is-stabbed
https://www.itv.com/news/anglia/2026-03-11/high-school-in-lockdown-after-student-is-stabbed
https://www.itv.com/news/anglia/2026-03-11/high-school-in-lockdown-after-student-is-stabbed


Page 6 ragged-rag.net 

with intent. 
Police confirmed the injured student was 
taken to hospital with minor injuries, while 
officers and other emergency responders 
remained at the scene. 
As news of the incident spread, dozens of 
anxious parents and guardians gathered 
outside the school gates waiting for updates 
about their children. At around 1.15pm, 
students began leaving the school, many 
greeted by relieved family members. 
A teacher at the school told ITV News Anglia 
that staff had followed lockdown 
procedures, keeping pupils inside classrooms. 
The teacher said the protocol was something 
staff trained for but never expected to carry 
out in reality. 
One parent, Genevieve Raghu, said she 
drove straight to the school after receiving 

messages shortly after 10.30am suggesting 
students had taken cover under desks when 
the lockdown alarm sounded. 
òI stopped everything I was doing and 
started making calls,ó she said. òThen I got in 
the car and came straight here. Itõs 
frightening ñ it makes you hold your loved 
ones even closer.ó 
Another parent, Adam Howlett, said he had 
managed to speak to his son but was still 
waiting to hear from his daughter. 
òIõm worried because I havenõt heard from 
her yet,ó he said. òWhen it comes to your 
children, even minor injuries are terrifying. 
You never expect them to be hurt at school. 
Iõm just hoping to get some news soon.ó 
Parent Shantelle Taylor said she learned 
about the situation through a friend rather 
than from the school directly. She said she 

eventually managed to contact her daughter, 
despite pupils reportedly being told not to 
message their parents during the lockdown. 
òSheõs extremely upset but hasnõt been 
allowed to tell me whatõs happening,ó Taylor 
said. 
Broad Horizons Education Trust, which 
operates the school and its sixth form, said 
staff quickly enacted safety procedures. 
òOur staff responded immediately and the 
school was placed into lockdown, with 
students remaining in classrooms alongside 
their teachers,ó a spokesperson said. òOne 
student was injured and is receiving 
treatment in hospital for minor injuries.ó 
The trust added that the incident had been 
upsetting for the entire school community and 
that supporting students would be a priority 
while the circumstances are investigated. 
Local MP Alice MacDonald, who represents 
Norwich North, described the reports as 
òextremely serious and deeply concerningó in 
a social media statement. 
òPolice must be given the time they need to 
ensure everyone at the school is safe,ó she 
wrote. òMy thoughts are with the students, 
staff and families affected, particularly the 
injured pupil.ó 
Norfolk Police said the stabbing is not 
believed to be connected to a separate 
incident reported at the school the previous 
week involving allegations of anti-Semitic 
chanting during a football match with a 
Jewish school. 
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Thorpe St Andrew High School  

based on  
https://www.channel4.com/news/factcheck/
factcheck-exclusive-data-reveals-150-knife-attacks
-at-schools-in-england-and-wales 
Police recorded 150 knife-related incidents 
causing injuries in schools across England and 
Wales in 2024, according to figures obtained by 
FactCheck. The number works out at roughly 
four stabbings or similar attacks during a typical 
school week. 
These incidents form part of a much wider picture 
of violence in schools. Data collected from police 
forces shows that more than 20,000 violent 
offences were reported at schools last year. 
However, because only just over half of the 43 
police forces in England and Wales supplied 
information, the real total is likely to be 
significantly higher. 
The figures come amid growing concern about 
safety in schools. 
In April 2024, a 13-year-old girl stabbed two 
teachers and another pupil at Ysgol Dyffryn Aman 
in Carmarthenshire. Now aged 14, she was found 
guilty of attempted murder in February and is 
awaiting sentencing. 
More recently, in February 2025, 15-year-old 
Harvey Willgoose died after being stabbed in the 
chest at All Saints Catholic High School in Sheffield. 
Responding to the figures, Education Secretary 
Bridget Phillipson said they were òdeeply 
concerningó, while teaching unions described the 
statistics as òshockingó and urged the government 
to take stronger action. 
Knife crime in schools 
Freedom of Information requests revealed that 
150 knife-related offences resulting in injuries 
were recorded at schools in 2024 by the police 
forces that provided data. 
The figures were supplied by 27 of the 43 police 
forces across England and Wales. They include 
incidents involving people of any age and could 

have taken place at any time on school grounds. 
In some cases, the injury recorded may not have 
been directly caused by the blade itself. For 
example, someone threatened with a knife might 
have been injured during an assault. 
Overall, the responding forces logged 631 knife-
related offences in schools last year. These include 
a range of crimes such as possession of a knife, 
threats to kill and sexual assaults involving 
weapons. Some forces also include offences 
involving other sharp objects, including needles or 
broken glass, within their knife crime categories. 
Looking more broadly, the 27 forces that supplied 
data recorded 21,795 violent crimes in schools in 
2024. These covered offences such as robbery, 
assault, threats to kill and possession of weapons. 
Dr Patrick Roach, general secretary of the 
NASUWT teaching union, said the figures highlight 
the need for stronger support for schools. 
òGiven the shocking number of incidents where 
pupils and teachers have been threatened or 
seriously injured by young people carrying 
knives and other weapons, schools and colleges 
need greater support to keep both staff and 
students safe,ó he said. Mike Short, head of 
education at UNISON, which represents school 
support staff, said violence had become an 
everyday concern for many workers. 
òNobody should have to face abuse or violence 
at work,ó he said. òBut sadly, for many school 
support staff that is the reality they face.ó 
Government response 
Bridget Phillipson said teachers and school 
leaders had repeatedly raised concerns about 
behaviour in schools. 
òThese figures are deeply worrying,ó she said. 
òWe are also hearing from schools about 
ongoing challenges with behaviour and 
disruption.ó 
She added that the government would soon 
outline further measures aimed at helping 
schools manage behaviour and improve safety, 

stressing that schools have the governmentõs full 
support in taking action to protect pupils and staff. 
The Welsh Government also emphasised the 
importance of safe learning environments. 
òEnsuring learners and staff feel safe and secure 
at school is absolutely essential,ó a spokesperson 
said. òViolence or abuse directed at staff or 
students is completely unacceptable.ó 
Officials said they would continue working with 
schools, parents and communities to address 
difficult behaviour and improve safety. 
Scotland and Northern Ireland 
Police forces in Scotland and Northern Ireland 
were also asked to provide equivalent figures but 
did not release comparable data. 
However, statistics published by the Scottish 
Government track two specific offences: 

possession of an offensive weapon at school 
and having a bladed or pointed article on 
school premises. 
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based on https://www.msn.com/en-gb/
news/world/ukraine-war-zelensky-arrives-in-
paris-as-putin-blames-uk-for-strikes/ar-
AA1YrHKV  Shweta Sharma, The 
Independent & wiki 

Putin blames UK for strikes on Russia 
Ukrainian president Volodymyr Zelensky 
arrived in Paris on Thursday for talks with 
French president Emmanuel Macron amid 
escalating tensions between Moscow and 
Western allies following a Ukrainian missile 
strike inside Russia. 

Officials at the Élysée Palace said the 
meeting would focus on the battlefield 
situation in Ukraine, continued military 
support from France and other European 
partners, and ways to increase pressure on 
Russia over its ongoing invasion. 
The visit comes after Russia accused Britain of 
involvement in a Ukrainian strike on the 
western Russian city of Bryansk that killed 
seven people and injured dozens more. 
Moscow said the attack involved British-
supplied Storm Shadow cruise missiles and 
claimed that British specialists had played a 
role in planning the strike. 
The Kremlin condemned the attack as a 
òbarbaricó act and said Russiaõs òspecial 
military operationó would continue to prevent 
similar attacks. Russian authorities said at 
least eight missiles struck the Bryansk region, 
damaging dozens of buildings and vehicles. 
Ukraine did not deny responsibility for the 
attack but rejected Russiaõs assertion that 
civilian infrastructure had been targeted. 
Zelensky said the strike had hit a factory 
producing control systems for Russian missiles, 
describing it as a legitimate military target. 
òAn operation has just successfully taken 
place ð a plant in Bryansk was hit. This plant 
manufactures control systems for all types of 
missiles of the Russian Federation,ó Zelensky 
said during an online briefing. 
Storm Shadow missiles 
The strike reportedly involved Storm Shadow 
cruise missiles, long-range weapons jointly 
developed by the United Kingdom and 
France. The missiles, known as SCALP in 
French service, can strike targets up to 
around 250 kilometres away. 
Once launched, the missile flies at low 
altitude to avoid radar detection before 
identifying its target using an infrared 
seeker. Shortly before impact it climbs to 
improve targeting accuracy, then dives into 
the objective. Its penetrating warhead is 

designed to destroy hardened structures such 
as command centres, ammunition depots, and 
infrastructure facilities. 
The United Kingdom first confirmed it would 
provide Storm Shadow missiles to Ukraine in 
May 2023, arguing the weapons would give 
Kyiv a stronger ability to strike Russian 
military infrastructure. 
Battlefield developments 
The missile strike comes as Ukraine reported 
progress on the battlefield. Ukrainian 
officials said their forces had regained 
control of almost all of the Dnipropetrovsk 
region after recapturing roughly 400 square 

kilometres in recent counterattacks. 
Officials said the gains had 
disrupted Russiaõs strategy of 
expanding beyond the territories it 
claims in eastern Ukraine in order 
to create a òbuffer zoneó for 
further offensive operations. 
Ukraine has also continued to 
receive additional military support 
from Western allies. Zelensky 
confirmed that Germany had 
delivered Patriot interceptor 
missiles as part of a package 
agreed at the Ukraine Defence 
Contact Group meeting at 

Ramstein last month. Germany is expected to 
provide around 35 PAC-3 interceptor missiles 
in total. 
Escalation and drone warfare 
Overnight, Russian authorities said they had 
intercepted 80 Ukrainian drones across 
several regions. Drone debris reportedly 
sparked a fire at an oil depot in Russiaõs 
Krasnodar region, although officials said no 
one was injured. 
Russiaõs energy giant Gazprom also said that 
air strikes targeting two gas pumping stations 

connected to the TurkStream and Blue Stream 
pipelines had been foiled. 
Ukraine, meanwhile, has continued to expand 
its use of new technologies on the battlefield. 
Ukrainian defence company DevDroid said 
its Droid TW-7.62 robotic ground platform 
had successfully engaged Russian infantry 

during a recent clash. According to the 
company, the system detected drones and 
approaching soldiers before opening fire 
with a mounted machine gun, forcing Russian 
forces to retreat. 
International diplomacy and political tensions 
The conflict continues to reverberate beyond 
the battlefield. Zelensky used a recent 
interview to call on Donald Trump to apply 
greater pressure on Russia rather than 
Ukraine in any potential peace negotiations. 
òWe need negotiations. We support them,ó 
Zelensky said. òBut we donõt trust Russia. I 
think Americans want to finish this war, but 
we need more pressure on Russia, not on me.ó 
His comments came after Trump suggested 
Ukraine should move more quickly to reach a 
deal and indicated that he believed Russian 
president Vladimir Putin might be more 
willing to negotiate. 
Diplomatic contacts between Washington and 
Moscow have also continued. Steve Witkoff, 
Trumpõs special envoy, confirmed that a 
Russian delegation led by Putin aide Kirill 
Dmitriev recently met with U.S. officials in 
Florida for discussions covering a range of 
issues. Both sides said they would remain in 
contact but provided few details about the 
meeting. 
Cultural and political disputes 
The war has also spilled into the cultural 
sphere. The European Union has warned it 
may withdraw funding from the Venice 
Biennale if organisers allow Russia to reopen 
its national pavilion, which was closed after 
Moscow launched its full-scale invasion of 
Ukraine in 2022. 
Zelensky criticised the proposal, arguing that 
Russia often uses cultural events as vehicles 
for propaganda. 
òWe know the end of Hitler. We understand 

the end of Putin,ó he said. òWeaponising 
sports, music, film and art festivals never 
helps.ó 
Tensions with Hungary 
Relations between Kyiv and Budapest have 
also deteriorated after Hungary sent a 
delegation to inspect the Druzhba oil 
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pipeline, which has been out of 
service since January due to damage. 
Hungary says the mission is intended to assess 
the pipelineõs condition and help restore oil 
supplies, while Ukraine insists the group has 
no official status and entered the country as 
tourists. 
Hungarian foreign minister Péter Szijjártó 
accused Zelensky of misrepresenting the visit, 
saying Kyiv had been formally notified in 
advance. Hungary has previously blocked 
some European Union measures supporting 
Ukraine, including new sanctions against 
Russia. 
Wider geopolitical concerns 
Elsewhere, Ukrainian officials have sought to 
expand cooperation with Middle Eastern 
partners by sharing expertise in countering 
Iranian-designed Shahed drones, which 
Russia has widely deployed during the war. 
Zelensky said Ukrainian teams of military 
and technical specialists had travelled to 
several countries in the region to assist with 
drone defence and exchange expertise. 
Meanwhile, South Korea said it would 
intensify efforts to stop illegal exports of 
vehicles to Russia through third countries such 
as China, Kazakhstan and Kyrgyzstan after 
discovering a sharp rise in sanction-evading 
shipments. 
Continued pressure on Russia 
Despite growing international tensions and 
shifting geopolitical dynamics, European 
leaders have reiterated their support for 
Ukraine. 
Speaking during a visit to Kyiv, the president 
of Germanyõs Bundestag, Julia Klºckner, said 
Germany and its partners remained 
committed to backing Ukraine in the fifth 
year of the war. 
òWhile the world is looking toward other 
conflicts, we Germans are looking toward 
Ukraine,ó she said. òWe have not forgotten 
you, and we know this is not just Ukraineõs 
fight.ó 
As Zelensky meets Macron in Paris, Ukraine is 
seeking to reinforce Western unity while 
continuing its military campaign against 
Russian forces ñ even as Moscow warns that 
the use of Western-supplied weapons inside 
Russian territory risks further escalation. 

Then, 60 years ago: 1966, London 

Now: 2026, Oxford 

What a difference in 60 years 
We thought weõd compare people on the 
street from two periods, sixty years apart. 
This is what we observe: 

1) People were slimmer 60 years ago. 

2) No one looking at phones instead of 

around themselves, back then. 

3) No one wearing hugging trousers in 

1966 

4) No trainers worn in 66 

5) Less casual wear in 66 
 

What do you observe? 
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GOOGLE EARTH 

Great movie: THHE CHAIR TO EVERYWHERE 
 

https://www.amazon.co.uk/Chair-Everywhere-
Mol-Smith/dp/B0BZYZFGBM 
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