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based on The Kyiv Independent The attack is also said to have damaged siypassengers quickly evacuated.

via https://www.yahoo.com/news/articles/ of the seven oilbading berths at the One strike in Mykolaiv Oblast hit an empty
ukrainewar-latest3-russian Sheskharis oil terminal, as well as other pottain undergoing maintenance, injuring a
192220612.html infrastructure. Ukrainian sources claim thailway worker. Another attack in Odesa

Ukraine War Update: Russian Shipsstrike also hit a 30N6E2 radar system fromOblast damaged railway infrastructure and
Damaged, Sailors Killed in Strike on an S300PMU2 Favorit air defense system injured two children along with a railway

Black Sea Port and a PantsiS2 missile defense system.  employee. ) ) _
Key developments as of March 4: 0There are no safe 7qnes QML Ryugsiggn sMiglist
Ukrainian forces reportedly struck thred @acilities, 6 the SBUY 8.8 blg8nt Vg Putiit gg%édnag t

Russian naval vessels at the Black Sea p@i 1ong as Russia continues the war, its forGgseree on March 4 increasing the size of

of Novorossiysk, killing three sailorsW!l face threats both at seaand onland. o7 /'s"si 3'6's regul ar ar med
according to a sour Ehese clams cpudanot,be gndepesdentiiyrintey

Service (SBU). verified at the time of publication. Of that total, 1,502,640 troops will serve on
Russia has intensified drone attacky0ovorossiysk has become a crucial base f

> ~ ve duty, representing a modest increase
targeting passenger trains and railway RUSSi adés Black Sea o?'g ;,(91 tsoldii‘—'i‘rf tcé%{paredr Quith® ﬂuf ed
infrastructure across Ukraine. Ukrainian strikes forced Moscow to relocat%revious figure.

President Vladimir Putin has ordered arSSets from occupied Crimea. Russia has repeatedly expanded its military
expansion of Russi a®gssiar ltgngified rAttacks e Railfap sice $aunching its fatlale invasion of
to nearly 2.4 million personnel. Infrastructure Ukraine in 2022. A previous decree in

A Russian LNG tanker caught fire in th®ussia has stepped up drone attacks oBeptember 2024 set the total size of the
Mediterranean, with Moscow accusin@k r ai neds rail way aryysat 380,130 etsonmek inaluding 1t5w o
Ukraine of carrying out a sea drone attack. passenger trains in a single day, accordingnillion activeduty troops.

Strike on Novorossiysk Port to Deputy Prime Minister for Reconstructiothe Kremlin continues to rely heavily on
Ukrainian forces reportedly carried out a Oleksii Kuleba. contract recruitment and financial incentives
strike on the Russian port of Novorossiysk dipe attacks are part of a broader escalationto sustain troop levels while avoiding the
March 2, damaging three naval vesselstargeting railway infrastructure since Julypolitical fallout that followed the mass
including the minesweeper Valentin Pikul an% 02 .5 - Ukrainebd s nat mmbll]zatlon amnaundedhirm2p22.c o mpany
two antisubmarine ships, Yeysk andJKrzaliznytsia reported that Russia launcheRussia has also moved from seasonal
Kasi mov, according ttl)% strikes 50? fajwaye facjliies  ginge thecqpgcypdion  periods  to  yeaound
Security Service (SBU). eginning of March alofieaveraging recruitment beginning in 2026. Although
The operation, coordinated between the sgipughly six per day. conscripts are officially barred from serving

and UKkraineds De f e nRespite pthe, @régging t@{qaq, el il\ejaa pbgoad, reports suggest many are pressured
kiled three Russian sailors and injured 1authorities “say  trains continue o;?eratlngnt signing contracts and later deployed to

others. A fire at the port reportedly burned while workers coordinate with the military toUkraine.

throughout the night. monitor airspace along routes. If a threat i3 ,ssjan | NG Tanker Fire in Mediterranean
detected, trains can be rerouted and
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A Russiaflagged liquefied natural gas about 122 of the
tanker, Arctic Metagaz, caught fire in theaccording to researd
Mediterranean Sea on March 3, according tdrom the Institute fq
multiple media reports. Science and Internation
The vessel sanctioned by the United States,Security.

European Union, and United Kingllowas This experience h
reportedly ablaze near Malta, although made Ukraine a globg
some reports placed the incident closer tteader in countedrone
Libyads coast. tactics.

Sources told Reuters the fire may have beefhe U.S. and its alli
caused by a Ukrainian naval drone attack,are now confronting

though this has not been confirmed. similar problem. Usin
Russiads state news expangve cay dafehd
Russian Transport Ministry, claimed on Maratfissilesfi such as th
4 that the tanker had indeed been targetedP atriot PAGC3
by Ukrainian sea drones. interceptor, which co
The ship is believ-edroughly $4 emilipra pe
cal |l ed 0 sfanttowvork of thnkeest shot i to destroy 4
using opaque ownership structures and flag®latively cheap dron
of convenience to transport Russian aiorth about $30,000 i

despite Western sanctions. an unsustainabl :

strategy. Iranian Drone
based onhttps://www.politico.eu/article/ After the United States
ukrainevlodymyrzelenskyypitchdrone joined Israel in striking Iran, Tehramny ti me. 0O
fightersrepetiran-drone/ responded with drone and missile attack3hermal cameras and infrared sensors
By Veronika Melkozerova and Victor Jack  targeting U.S. bases and allied nations acrossiounted on drones also make traditional
Why Trump | s I nter esthegagionn n Ukr ai neds Dr @onealment techniqués such as hiding in

-Interception Expertise in the Iran Conflict U.S. Defence Secretary Pete Hegsetforestsfi far less effective.
Ukraine has devel opedknowledged that éventstorg aiwdeferice®8 & result, Ukrainian forces were able to

most advanced methods for counteringannot stop every incoming weapon. halt advancing units before they even
Iranianmade dronesi and Kyiv now hopes 6 You i ntercept mo s t readhedt theg rattack positions dy chinirgt ¢
to turn that battlefield experience intoPent agon. 0But 0 c c @ad$ amahtardeling key equipment.s | i p s
strategic influence. through. 6 Two-Way Learning

Ukraineds Leverage iWbkrtaienddGanDrCornesiWar fT ?téalnlrégxeée%;|§ets?Isggemonst_ratedthat
The escalation between the United StateBeyond defensive tactics, Ukrainian force eexcibakngg_f nowllde_dge lshnot emdded. d

and Iran has unexpectedly given Ukrainehave also become highly effective inNZ_rl% milirtalrmant :é’ rlders in avih a ?prtte f
new diplomatic leverage. offensive drone warfare. b la ?/;a aras s dce ed_s at' 0

Last year, U.S. President Donald Trumpheir capabilities were demonstrated durin%{_e war, Including Improved coordination,
criticized Ukrainian President Volodymythe Hedgehog military exercises in Estoni omm(;mlcatlon systems, and -doatrol
Zelenskyy in the White House, telling him thathere a small Ukrainian drone teamgrOCe ures. Lakti th thods helped
Ukraine o0didndt hav ereportedy matmadoeuvred Awoy &ATO Uﬁcgrglr’kg #Or axtonov, ise mel oas ﬁpef
however, American officials are showingattalions during training operations. rainian forces survive the early months o
growing inter es-idond nlieuthant Eolomet Pawlo Laktiondyv, depug.u s s i-scdesnvasionl |

capabilities. commander of the 412th Nemesis Brigade op"'C€ then, both Ukraine and NATO have
According to Zelenskyy, U.S. representativdadk r ai neds Unmanned S 0N Lel pfisU eFdo r cI efs2 1 Nd NiYq tf H
have begun di scussi rexercidékhigalighted chew modere rdio A ps(g%eigrcelflATo military official said the

in defending against drone attacks. _vvarfare can dramatically shift the ba_Iance of liance is now ex angin drofiecused
OPartners are reachpawgr. out to Ukraine t_ij \ pd'g't' >0
assistance, 0 Zel enstaygn saoil di ewesd neeosLdiawp.ré"afng Wi CReS 1 an% 'P‘f g _ﬁk{aml%nr on
evening. 0We have aandthe righeskills caa mod be mere]affex:m/({}%mcmr.s to participate In future dril’s.

from the American sithHaa.ah entire battalion fighting with ratneos Experience as
Ukraine is also holding discussions withut dat ed tactics, 0O hfoéS e%&laé]ioﬁeq/\(ljrone and !
several Middle Eastern countriesincluding During the drills, the Ukrainian team usegcreasm y challengé Western and Middle

the United Arab Emirates, Qatar, Jordanheavy Nemesis drone bombers to carry out ast(?_rnndefﬁnce;, UI;r1a|ne btlallegles Its c?mbat
and Bahrainfi about strengthening their variety of missions, including precision strikégPEe€Nce nNas become a valuabie asset.
lenskyy has made clear that Kyiv is willing

defences against Iranian drones. remote mining, reconnaissance, and evi h s Kk led ith "

Kyiv hopes that sharing its expertise wilbelivering supplies such as food, medicin og are its knowledge with par ners.d f d

strengthen its diplomatic standing andand ammunition to isolated units. ? h ;’ ; a tes),( P iesr ! Srrl]ic € ue eé ehne |

reinforce support for Ukraine. Their tactics included attacking from hare it with ntries that st g ith Ukr in

OAny assistance we punexpedted edirentiosst mmiag appreaa:rg gre it with cou hle_s at stood with Ukraine

Ukraineds own def encates, @ndZusihge electkogioy wasfara do. Uureh 9 this war.o

must also strengthen our diplomatic positiodisrupt equipment. ,

We help defend those who help UkraineA Wake-Up Call for NATO gﬁ?ﬁg;&?ﬁgiéﬁgﬂbbC'CO'UK/neWS/

bring this war to a Yanys NATO otrmaps*.dlpastlmpnmngdofn tneAdditional reporting by Alex Boyd,

Lessons From the Battlefield exercise were reportedly unprepared for t € Ghoncheh Habibiazad, Caroline Hawley and

Ukraineds experienc eﬁoas&agtmée%tpozggky ON&Se a ¢ sb olm McArthur

defending against largescale Russian drone af tionov'said tra |t||ona ass lmptlonsc? 0 heckpoints and Bread Lines: Growing Fear

and missile attacks, many involving Iraniar‘s‘v"’(}iffarrzar areas no fonger apply in mo ernin Iran as Udsraeli Strikes Intensify

designed Shahed drones. N : Residents across Iran.say.daily life_ has beep -

During January alone, Ukraine reportedly? There are no safe Ztrgrsgsfgréeedc%ﬁ a@,{%@éageé nrb e \§/ di d

faced an average of 143 Shahetype o Wh at used to be ¢ O§ecur|ty as LrJé and Israeli !
goosmons can now be reached by drones a

drones and decoys each day, interceptin across the country.

airstrikes continue
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0The number of e x p | dle mdoled sthatapricgs for reeerydaye itermd 1980sf

destructiorfi i t s wunbel i ev ashch es éggssamd potat8ea lhave surgedvlany people are leaving the capital, he

a Tehran resident whose name has beewhile long queues have formed for petroladded, though not everyone can.

changed for safety reasons. and bread. OA friendds grandmot he
Il rands capital h as Arpther Tehran mesident told the BBCi thaeldey candt move her . 0

attack since 28 February, as U.S. and Israethany shops have closed and some cashternet shutdowns have also made it difficult
forces strike mllltary and polltlcal targets inmachines are no longer functioning, thoudbr families to communicate.

: - — Kaveh said his internet connection
disappeared around midday on the first day
of the attacks and did not return for two
days.

Both men now rely on virtual private networks
(VPNs) to bypass government internet
restrictions, though access remains unreliable.
When he is able to get online, Kaveh says he
tries to help Iranians abroad reconnect with

relatives.

ol pass al ong messages
peopl e wh o havenot h e

N families, 6 he said.

{ Uncertain Reactions to
Because of tight security and restricted
communication, it is difficult to gauge how the
country as a whole has reacted to the death
of the supreme leader.

Some Iranians reportedly celebrated in the
streets, while others joined official mourning
events organized by the government.

Kaveh said he initially struggled to believe
an effort t o w e a k e rmsuperniakets and hbaketies serdasn openu | thenngws.

regime. 0The city feels emptoyl, 6alswhaey ss aiinda gionlefd stohnae
However, civilians have also been affectedleaves their house, it must be for an urgedti ke happiness, 6 he sai
Iranian authorities said more than 160r eason. 6 He said anger replaced the sense of relief he

people fi including childrefi were killed While some residents initially celebratedexpected.
on Saturday when a ngwsl 96 tsithoou prieme tohSeoa drea mMys Ildievad sh, wesrhe Isa:
southern city of Minab was hit. The Whitehe atmosphere quickly shifted as secuntwere destroyech and yet he dlsappeared

House said the United States is investigatirfgrces spread throughout the city. in a single moment. o

the incident, while maintaining that civiliatWarnings Against Protest Fear and Hope for the Future

areas are not intentionally targeted. Residents say authorities have issudgor many Iranians, the future remains deeply
According to the Human Rights Activists Newsrnings discouraging any publicuncertain.

Agency (HRNA), more than 1,100 Iraniamlemonstrations. o0l dondt think any of
civiians have been killed since the confli®alar said security forces have sent dailytexa f t e r this, o6 Sal ar sai
began. messages cautioning people againsstress many people are experiencing.

Daily Life Under Attack gathering in the streets. He also said some Iranians abroad

For many residents, the intensity of the strikésOne message sai d t ladérestimate the hardshipenside thedowntsyt s |
has surpassed anything they previously hey wi | | be treat e do Paeso pllser aceultis icdoel |larbaorr ad
experienced. he said. what wed6re going throu
oOWhat wedre | iving tHerbeliavgshthenwamwingi iraplies thatshesethteayn never have to. 6

the 12day war , 6 one Te Wwhoaignorer thes brdee rduld facel lhrshKaveh believes the conflict may last longer
BBC Persian, refer ripangshment. | ast year 6s cteamrahyiinitially expected.

between Israel and Iran. War Beyond the Capital oStill, my hope hasndt
The first wave of Airstnkes thave dise Ht citids ibdydne Tehramorlann 6fsact , it grows stro
Supreme Leader, Ayatollah Ali Khamenei, biaveh i whose name has also beeno | dondt know what wi |
attacks have continued in the days since. changedfi lives in Zanjan, about 275 kmoper ati on, 0 he added.
OEach day feel s | i kaorthwestwfdhe tapital6 Sal ar s theredis still a chance for lifa and for

0The strikes are consltranthe first threetdmpsrowrdécity was hea
He described a recent explosion that shook o mb e d, 6 he said. oF+ghter—Fets—econstantl

his entire house, forcing him to leave windowsass over head. ¢ based onhttps://

open so the blast waves would not shatter thele described skies filled with smoke fromvww.popularmechanics.com/science/energy/
glass. nearby strikesi a si ght h e «/@sba3E /dciendisbsorhnibnecassless

Reporting from inside Iran has becomdeaut i ful and ter ri fdeinamgrticet?uint_bhoercesfieefmmwidbi me . «

increasingly difficult. International journalist&amilies Divided and Communications Cut -en-gb
are often denied visas, while frequentMany residents have tried to send relative®3y Darren Orf

internet shutdowns limit the flow ofto safer areas. Scientists Discover Evi
information from inside the country. Salar said he sent his parents north frode moné Particl e
Security Crackdown and Empty Streets Tehran, though he is unsure where it is truly mysterious particle predicted nearly 70

Most residents are now staying indoorssafe. Their home lies in the Shariati districyears ago has finally been observed by
leaving only to buy essential supplies. At than area near several military installationsphysicistd§i and it could help reveal how

same time, the authorities have expandedargeted in the strikes. some materials become superconductors.

their security presence across the capital. 0 My mot her was extr APRredicion Ffom19%tht ened, 6 he
0There are checkpoi rsaick addiwgethaly shidh pefieges dhe suarantd 1956, physicist David Pines proposed the
25-year-ol d university s banmbdirgnis worse Tieah raaything OsAalxistence of a strange quasiparticle known as
authorities seem af rexpedencéd during the Irdnaq war of the a o0demon. ¢ The name r
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Electron Motion (DEMON) combined with thenderstand superconductéirsmaterials that reportedly become a base for the
physic®nswffix 0 conduct electricity without resistance. network, which sources say exerts influence
Pines predicted that this particle would be aTraditional superconductivity is explained byover businesses in the area.

special type of plasmorfi a wavelike the BCS theory, which attributes the effectthocal s ¢l aim the gang
collective motion of electrons inside anteractions between electrons and phonoms!| ai n sight, o using
material. Unlike most plasmons, however, tisv i br at i ons i n a matstraeileael Meeting spyts ds anformlal ahtibs i
one would be massless and electricalljHowever, this theory cannot fully explainwhile maintaining a low public profile.

neutral, making it extremely difficult to hightemperature superconductors, whicleveral business owners have allegedly been

c
c

c
€

detect. operate at temperatures much higher thampressured to pay protection money, while
For decades, the particle remained purelyconventional superconductors. others claim they have faced intimidation or
theoretical. Because the newly observed demorthreats intended to force them out of their
The Accidental Discovery guasiparticle is massless, it could exist at premises.

Now, researchers at the University of lllinoiwide range of energies and temperatui®s The atmosphere of fear has reportedly
potentially even room become so widespread that some residents
temperature. This makes it ahave begun referring to the area around the
promising candidate for st ati on as oLittl e Tir
explaining wunusual Al bani ads capital
superconducting behavior in some&Sources say many in the community are
materials. reluctant to speak openly about the issue,
If confirmed and better fearing retaliation.

understood, the phenomenorLinks to Wider Criminal Networks

could eventually help scientistsThe influence of Albanian organised crime
design new materials capable of groups in London has been highlighted by
superconductivity under morehighprofile cases in recent years.

practical conditions. One example was the 2019 killing of Flamur
In other words, confronting thisBeqiri, who was shot outside his home in
unusual 0 d e mo n Battersea yn Christmas gve in front of his

researchers one step closer towife and young child.
unlocking the secrets ofBeqiri, who prosecutors said was involved in

UrbanaChampaign believe they have finally superconductors. drug trafficking, was Kkilled by Swedish
observed the longredicted phenomenon gunman Anis Hemissi, who was later
while studying the metal strontium ruthenatebased onhttps://metro.co.uk/2026/03/02/  convicted of murder and firearms offences.
The scientists were originally investigating thesidelondonsalbanianmafia-bring-fear-  Investigators said the killing was linked to an
material because it shares some propertiesommunitgdubbecdlittle-tirana-27107760/ international organised crime feud.

with hightemperature superconductors, eveh nsi d e Londonds Al bwhilei auch vilkta firicidedts aveh oare,
though it does not become superconductifgr i n g fear t o ¢ o mmuwauthoritigs sdyu biheye dlemdndtraté thbve

itself. Tiranabd international criminal networks can extend
During their measurements, however, thdyears Grow Over Organised Crime Activity their operations into London.
noticed something unusual: a quasiparticl&round Southgate Station Businesses Under Pressure

moving at a speed t Residents andl rbdsinessm@avnershin & guietvSouthgate, sources claim criminal groups
particles. It was too slow to be a surfacenorth London suburb say organised criminhlve gradually tightened their grip on local
plasmon but too fast to be an acoustiggangs have established a growing presenceommerce.

phonon, which represents vibrations in around Southgate Underground station. Shopkeepers say the pressure often takes
crystal lattice.

0At first, we didn
|l ooking at ,-adthos AliHdsais.
oDemons arendt exac
physics, so we initially dismissed the idea. |
as we ruled out other possibilities, it becan;
clear we might have
How the Particle Was Detected

To identify the mysterious particle|

strontium ruthenate and precisely measurf
the energy changes that occurred when tl
electrons interacted with the material.

By analyzing these energy shifts, they we
able to track the p
crystal. The data showed a behavior almoj.
identical to what Pines predicted decade
earlier for a massless electronic mdédethe
demon plasmon.

The findings were published in the journf
Nature. ;
o0Many maj or di scoveries arendt pl anned,
said Peter Abbamonte, a physics professofccording to sources who spoke to Metrgubtle formsii harassment, vandalism, or
involved in the st udgoups dinked uo Adbaniah orgaeised orimelisturbances designed to make businesses
new, take careful measurements, andre allegedly involved in activities ranging difficult to run.

sometimes you uncover somethinfjom protection rackets and drug dealing toSome longstanding familyin shops,
unexpected. 0 people trafficking. particularly those owned by Greek Cypriot
Why the Discovery Matters The bustling and relatively affluent families who have operated in the area for
The finding could help scientists betteneighbourhood on the Piccadilly line haslecades, say the atmosphere has changed
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significantly in recent years.
One shopkeeper who has worked locally fq

more than 20 years said the situation ha We'll defend our territories
deteriorated over the past few years. 2 2 .

0Before that we neV| &5 = with the most advanced
said. O0But since th N

environment has char anti-drone missiles.

Territorial Control

Police activity in the area has reportedly
focused on Ashfield Parade, which sourq
describe as a local hub for criminal activity.
One case involved Arlin Leka, who live
nearby and was jailed in 2023 after being
convicted of trafficking Albanian migrant:
into the UK.

Residents say the gangs maintain control||
territory through intimidation and reputation.| [
Elsewhere in north London, organised cri
groups of different backgrounds are said tq |§
dominate different neighbourhoods. Whil
Turkish gangs are believed to operate moi |
strongly in areas such as Tottenham af &
Wood Green, sources say Albanian group
are considered dominant in Southgate an

Cockfosters. When Religion Functions as a Political SysteAbuse tends to happen when:

Drug Profits Fuel Expansion When religion directly governs the statePower is centralized

Law enforcement officials believe drug(often called a theocracy), religious laws andrhere are weak accountability systems
trafficking remains the main financial engineuthorities shape political decisions. Dissent is punished

behind these networks. Examples include: Those conditions can exist in secular states
According to estimates, organised crime Iran too.

groups are heavily involved in distributing Saudi Arabia A Deeper Question

cocaine imported into the UK from South and Vatican City Some argue:

Central America, a trade believed to be Each applies religion to governance irReligion in politics can unify society under
worth billions of pounds annually. different ways and to different degrees. shared values.

Profits from the drug market have allowedHow Religion Can Be Abused Politically Others argue:
criminal groups to expand their influence andreligion can be misused in several ways: Mixing religion and state risks oppression

establish footholds in various communities. 1. Power Consolidation and exclusion.

Ongoing Investigations Leaders may claim divine authorityBoth concerns are valid depending on how
Authorities, including the National Crime to: power is structured.

Agency, have identified Albanian organised Silence critics Wh a't 0Oppressive Rel i
crime groups as a major priority in the fight Suppress opposition Looks Like

against serious organised crime. Avoid accountability It oftenincludes several patterns:

However, residents say the impact on locaVhen political disagreement becomesl. Control of Thought
communities can be difficult to addres$ r a me d as 0sino o r Quedtidniags doetene ybecomesd illegad eon t

because witnesses are often reluctant to contcomes dangerous. dangerous

forward. 2. Manipulation of Believers Blasphemy or apostasy laws are strictly
A security source familiar with the area saidReligious language can be used to: enforced

the issue should not be seen as a reflection of Justify wars Education is tightly controlled

the wider Albanian community. Promote discrimination Di ssent i sndt t rieiat @&«

0There are many honest Ahibvatesiodayaltyp u s i n e stseated as moral corruption.
here, 6 the source shhids i0sTh&t puimidedlogsmofti & Meeging iReligiaus Authority with State
small but dangerous criminal element that hany kind can be manipulatel but religion Power

established itself |is powérfllyecause it connects to identitYwhen religious leaders also control the
For some residents, however, the growingnd morality. government, there are few checks and
reputation of the neighbourhood has left3. Lack of Separation of Powers balances.

them uneasy. When religious and political authority are For example, in Iran, ultimate authority rests
Despite its suburban appearance, they saynerged: with a Supreme Leader who is a religious
the area around Southgate station has Independent courts may not exist authority. Criticizing political leadership can
become a place where organised crime Minority rights may be limited also be framed as opposing religious
quietly operates beneath the surface. Law reform can become very legitimacy.

difficult 3. Conditioning Through Fear or Reward

But |t 38%dedNot On ePeople may be conditioned by:
RELIGIOURUN GOVERNANCE Religion in politics has also: Fear of punishment (legal or social)

Inspired civil rights movements Public shaming

This may seem slightly obvious, given the Motivated charity and social Loss of economic opportunity

history of Irasn. Religion as a political welfare Religious guilt linked to political loyalty
system. Is it abused? Provided moral frameworks for When loyalty to the regime is framed as
Religion as a political system can be deeply justice loyalty to God, resistance becomes spiritually

meaningful for many societiéis but yes, it For example, religious conviction played adangerous.

can also be abused, just like any politicakole in movements led by figures like Martind. Restriction of Minority Rights
system (democracy, monarchy, socialism, ettyther King Jr.. Oppressive religious systems often:
Letds break this dowhhel @ard yl sadue Blad nPdotyiei eghts af otleenreligions
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It often destabilizes regions. history.

It can produce worse outcomes. The BBC also said many people who watch
Restrict womends autHsorg nshows that externally imposedelevision online may not realise they still
Criminalize LGBTQ identities regime change often leads to chaos ratheneed a licence to view live broadcasts or
Silence reformist voices within the santhan stable democracy. BBC iPlayer, and suggested these viewers
religion Democracy usually spreads more sustainabshould be targeted more effectively.
Why Conditioning Happens through: However, the corporation ruled out
Authoritarian systems (religious or seculamternal reform movements introducing advertising on its main channels
often rely on: Civil society growth or adopting a Netflixstyle subscription
Repetition of ideology Economic development model, arguing such changes would
Control of media Education undermine its universal public service role.
Education shaped by the state Cultural shifts Alternative funding models considered
Limiting outside information The Moral Dilemma The BBC pointed to other European funding
This isndt unique t ol hreeleidgsi dre.nsi on bet vegsems as pessiblgpexdamplesi pl e s :

For example, secular regimes like NorttA. Sovereignty: Countries govern themselvela Germany, households pay a monthly
Korea also heavily condition citizénsbut  B. Universal rights: Oppression anywhere fublic broadcasting levy 06i18.36 (£16)

through political ideology instead of morally troubling. regardless of whether they watch the
theology. Democracies often try to balance thisby: countryds public broadec
The mechanism is similar: Sanctions The corporation also h
Centralized power + controlled narrative + Diplomatic pressure incomebased system, where a public

fear of dissent. Supporting human rights organizations broadcasting tax is automatically deducted

The Psychological Layer Offering asylum according to earnings. Individuals pay
Religion is powerful because it deals with: Instead of military eradication. between U0 and (160 (£139) annually,

Meaning The Real Core Issue while businesses can pay up 3,000

Morality The problem isndt thmboog regime is religio
Afterlife The problem is when a regime is:

Identity Authoritarian

When political control taps into those areasNorraccountable
conditioning can be deeper than ordinaryRepressive
propagandaii it can shape conscience andimmune to peaceful change

selfworth. A secular dictatorship is just as oppressiv

That 6s why abuse i nareligolsionei ous regi mes

feel especially intense. The target for democracies should be:

Important Distinction Authoritarianismi not religion.

Thereds a diff er enc erhetHartd Realigyn :

A society influenced by religion If democracies start overthrowing every

A theocratic regime that suppresses freedormndemocratic religious regime by force, theysBC director general Tim Davie, who will

Not all religious political systems arerisk: step down in April, warned ministers that
oppressivél but when: Becoming imperialistic decisive action is needed.

Power is unchecked Undermining international stability 0The choice is clear: b
Criticism is punished Creating endless conflict decline. The status quc
Leaders claim divine authority Defending democracy at home is clear. sai d. OCl ear deci sions
€ oppression become sExporting hit hyo foree Isirkoellyyand the BBC is funded sustainably and fairly so it

If a religious political movement inside apractically dangerous. can continue to deliver for audiences and
democracy tries to: the country. 6

End elections based on the i paper viattps:// However, a household levy or incebbased

Remove equal rights www.msn.com/eie/money/other/bbc tax was not included i
Impose religious law on everyone plansfor-endof-thelicencefee-aswe- Green Paper, with ministers wary of
Abolish constitutional protections knowit/ar -AA1Xz5Zz introducing measures that could be criticised
Then yesfi democracies are justified in The i Paper as a new OTV taxbo.

defending themselves. Story by Adam Sherwin BBC sources said that if those options are
This is called militant democracy. BBC plans for end of the licence fee aswer y | e d out , ot her oradi
For example, Germany allows banningknow it needed.

political parties that threaten the democraticBBC warns licence fee system is iRalling number of licence fee payers
constitutional order. Democracy can legallp i rr ever si bl ed6 decl iTReeroadcaster warned that public support

defend itself from being dismantled. The BBC has warned the Government thgdr the licence fee could collapse if the

The key principle: the current licence fee model is incyrrent trend continues.

You cand6t wuse democrodtrirce vferrese cod ne 6t od @@ ls AitMgBgh 94% 'ofgedpd usdNBBT isénficBs! S
democracy itself. consider a new, fairer way of funding the gach month, fewer than 80% of households
Outside a Democracy (Other Countries) broadcaster that could ultimately reduce thesyrrently pay the licence fee.

Should democracies overthrow religiouamount people pay. The number of licences in force has fallen
authoritarian regimes abroad? The corporation said rising levels of licencgom 26.3 million to 23.8 million in the past
Thatdos far mor e compdeievasion and nepaymentii which cost three years.

For example: more than £1 billion last yeai show the ¢ T he factor s driving
Iran is a religious political system withcurrent system, designed for a differentpermanem and irreversible and will deepen
limited democratic elements. media era, needs to be overhauled. Thg n t he coming years, 6 t
Saudi Arabia is a monarchy with strongdicence fee is due to rise to £180 in April. A Germanstyle levy would automaticall
religious foundations. I'n its response to jdcledse GHeV aumBePedrt RoBisenBldise € N
| f a democracy tri eaperton the Mutueeof thel tBBC, thec@niibuting and could eliminate unpopular
regimes through force: broadcaster suggested that expanding thegnforcement tactics, including warning letters

It violates national sovereignty. number of households paying the fee couldent to suspected npayers.

It risks war. allow for the first licence fee reduction in

Page6 ragged-rag.net


https://ragged-rag.net
https://www.facebook.com/profile.php?id=61588419656141
http:/ragged-rag.net
https://www.msn.com/en-ie/money/other/bbc-plans-for-end-of-the-licence-fee-as-we-know-it/ar-AA1Xz5Zz
https://www.msn.com/en-ie/money/other/bbc-plans-for-end-of-the-licence-fee-as-we-know-it/ar-AA1Xz5Zz
https://www.msn.com/en-ie/money/other/bbc-plans-for-end-of-the-licence-fee-as-we-know-it/ar-AA1Xz5Zz
https://www.msn.com/en-ie/money/other/bbc-plans-for-end-of-the-licence-fee-as-we-know-it/ar-AA1Xz5Zz

The truth is here, not out ther, THE RAGm I http://ragged-rag.net

Licence fee for streaming viewers? limited Royal Chartefi renewed every typically representing Page 3's critics as
The BBC also suggested the licence fee coddcade fi with a permanent charter prudes, spoilsports, or ideologues, while
potentially apply more clearly to people reviewed periodically by Parliament. sometimes depicting female critics as
who watch live television through streaminfhe submi ssi on wi | | physicallyiunmattrBctive iard djealous.i Whan m
platforms such as YouTube, Netflix oact as director general before he stepsClare Short in 1986 tried to introduce a
Disney+, where live events anddown next month. Interviews are currentlidouse of Commons bill banning topless
entertainment programmes are increasinglynderway to appoint his successor, witmodels from British newspapers, The Sun ran
available. former Google executive Matt Brittin amonga "Stop Crazy Clare" campaign, distributing
Officials believe many viewers streaming ITVhe leading candidates. free car stickers, calling Short a "killjoy",
or Channel 4 content online do not realis@he Government will now review submissiopgnting unflattering images of her, and
they still need a licence for live broadcasts. from the BBC and other media organisationpolling readers on whether they would
The corporation also proposed expandingbefore publishing a White Paper later thisprefer to see Short's face or the back of a
the licence to cover aiemand viewing of year, outlining proposals for the bus.

programmes from UK public serviccbor oadcasterds next Rgeﬁa?al[ely %k?eé ks%lfy who had first

broadcasters, and suggested the possibi ;

. h Who remembers? appeared on Page 3 in the 1980s at age
?:fhggﬁgllnz?algrl?jccﬂﬁ%zlr éotgcé’:éz?é gosmhal 16, called its cancellation long overdue.
UK streaming platform capable of Who remembers Page 3? Despite abolishing the feature in its print
competing with YouTube. Page 3, or Page Three, was a Britishnages on its official Page3.com website
Expanding the system to include mor@ewspaper convention of publishing a large,niii March 2017. No new online content
viewers could allow the overall fee to beimage of a topless female glamour mOdelappeared after that point, and the website
reduced. (known as a Page 3 girl) on the third page,yas taken offline in 2018. In April 2019, The
The BBC said: of mainstream red top tabloids. The Suthajly Star shifted to a clothed glar’nour
oNo government has inteduced the reatdre! i6 MlobembBeh 1870, mat becoming the last mainstream print
licence fee. A price cut to support the cost akhich boosted its readership and promptecLa”y to discontinue printing topless images
living is not sustainable under the currerfompeting tabloids including The Daily This ended the tradition in the mainstream
system, but combined with other changes Mirror, The Sunday People, and The Dailgyifish press, with only the niche Sunday
protect~un|versal funding it could Support the R Pl Sport continu,ing to publish topless images in
BBCO st elromgf uture. 6 L)/ tabloid format as of 2023.

Advertising and subscriptions ruled out e
The broadcaster said introducing F==
subscriptions would mean the BBC would nofy, '
longer be a universal service and could push |
the organisation to make programmes purely [z
to retain paying subscribers. “willy
Allowing advertising on its main channels, j
meanwhile, would severely damage the
business models of commercial broadcastersj
such as ITV and Channel 4, the BBC argued. [§
The corporation also warned that expanding
concessioris such as free licences for older
households on pension credit could P
increase costs for other licence fee payers. | -
Any major changes to the funding model
would likely come into force from 2028, '
when the BBCG&6s next R /" ] i
Public involvement and governance changes LN 17 PANPE
The BBC also proposed giving viewers a § 3 I/‘l' 2 [ﬂ}\": .
greater role in its decisiemaking through / ey o ==
0ci ti zensi® panassotmemberse g
of the public who would debate major issues
affecting the broadcaster. Staifi to begin featuring topless models o
These groups would hear evidence angheir own third pages.
discuss complex issues in order to encourage 1929, in the daily King Features comic
more public participation in BBC governancePage 3 was controversial and divisivestrip Thimble Theatre. In 1933, Max
However, critics have raised concerns thatroughout its history. Its defenders oftefleischer adapted the Thimble Theatre
such assemblies could be influenced kyharacterised it as an inoffensive Britiskkharacters into a series of Popeye the
_?_Lgargseddpolitical ?I’OUDS- o ref cultural tradition, as when Conservativesaijlor theatrical cartoon shorts for

e broadcaster also suggested reforms t@arty MP Richard Drax in 2013 called it a ;
its editorial complaints process, which haﬁati)(l)nal institution" that provided "light andParargotunL Plctures.th Theset cart(l)ons
been criticised for allowing the BBC toharmless entertainment". Its critics genera(@ove 0 be among the most popuiar
effectively judge complaints about itself. considered Page 3 images demeaning t f _the 1930s, and Fleischer S|tUdIOS,
One option would be to give Ofcom awomen or as softcore pornography thatWhich later became Paramount's own
greater role in handling complaints, or toshould not be published in nationalFamous Studios, continued production
create a new independent body to reviewnewspapers readily available to children.through 1957. These cartoon shorts are
editorial disputes. Some politiciarfisnotably Labour Party MPs now owned by Turner Entertainment and
Leadership changes ahead Clare Short, Harriet Harman, and Stelladistributed by its sister company
The BBC also called for a more transparenCreasy, Liberal Democrat MP  Lynn&yarner Bros company of Paramount
system for appointing its chair and boardFeatherstone, and Green Party MP Caroling; . ,res ’
members, after controversy surroundinguca8 made efforts to have Page 3 ’
previous politically linked appointments.  removed from newspapers. Meanwhile, The
It suggested replacing the current timeSun vigorously defended the feature,
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editions, The Sun continued publishing topless

Who remembers Popeye?

Popeye the Sailor Man is a cartoon
character created by Elzie Crisler
Segar, first appearing on January 17,
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The top ten 50 years ago

1 "Silly Love Songs'Wings

2 "Don't Go Breaking My Heart" Elton John & Kiki Dee
3 "Disco Lady" Johnnie Taylor

4 "December, 1963 (Oh, What a NightJ'he Four Seasons

5 "Play That Funky Music" Wild Cherry

6 "Kiss and Say Goodbye" The Manhattans

7 "Love Machine" The Miracles

8 "50 Ways to Leave Your Lover" Paul Simon

9 "Love Is Alive"  Gary Wright

10 "A Fifth of Beethoven" Walter Murphy & The Big Apple
Band

How long before we get

£40,000 to go back to France?

| propose giving
Failed asylum seeker.
d families up to £40k to
leave UK. £
%\\\“"" [

Can you spot the difference?

There are 6 differences in the details of the pair of
ifhages. What are they?

Answer below

#51 - White mates in 2
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