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Trump is losing control in the Gulf. A 
terrifying scenario could now play out 
Tensions in the Gulf appear to be slipping 
further beyond Donald Trumpõs control, 
raising fears of a dangerous new phase in 
the conflict. His push for allied nations to 
deploy warships to the Strait of Hormuz 
could unintentionally widen the crisis and 
draw more countries into an already volatile 
situation. 
The narrow waterway, a crucial route for 
global oil shipments, has become 
increasingly unstable due to Iranian attacks 
on commercial vessels. Trump has urged 
multiple countriesñincluding Britain, France, 
China, Japan, and South Koreañto assist in 
securing the passage, warning that their 
response, or lack of it, would not be 
forgotten. 
However, military analysts caution that 
sending naval forces into such a confined 
and heavily monitored area carries serious 
risks. Ships operating close to Iranõs coastline 
would be highly exposed to drones, missiles, 
and sea mines, leaving little time to react in 

the event of an ĞƕīŃation. Even with 

escorts in place, there is no guarantee that 
commercial vesselsñor the warships 
protecting themñwould be safe. 
Experts warn that a single incident at sea 
could spiral quickly, pulling additional 
nations into direct confrontation. What might 

begin as a defensive mission could escalate 
into a broader regional conflict, particularly 
given the number of countries already 
entangled in tensions involving the US, Israel, 
and Iran. 
Despite pressure from Washington, several 
US allies have been reluctant to commit 
military resources. Leaders in Europe and 
elsewhere have signalled a preference for 
avoiding direct involvement, with some 
pointing out they were not consulted before 
the conflict escalated. Their hesitation largely 
stems from a desire to avoid being drawn 
into a direct clash with Iran. 
Meanwhile, Iran has indicated it intends to 
continue disrupting traffic through the strait, 
through which roughly one-fifth of the worldõs 
oil supply passes. The resulting instability has 
already rattled global energy markets and 
driven up prices. 
Alternative approaches are being 
considered, including diplomatic efforts or 
the use of existing multinational maritime 
frameworks to safeguard shipping. Some 
analysts suggest adapting established 
coalitions, rather than creating new missions 
from scratch, could provide a more practical 
solution. 
Even so, the situation remains fragile. A 
prolonged standoff at sea appears 
increasingly likely, with ongoing uncertainty 
continuing to affect global markets. 
Ultimately, each country now faces a difficult 
calculationñbalancing its own national 
interests against the risks of deeper 
involvement in a conflict that shows no clear 

sign of easing. 
 
based on https://www.bbc.co.uk/news/
articles/cp8r813x66jo 
Laura Kuenssberg 

Volodymyr Zelensky has warned that 
Ukraine could soon face a shortage of 
key missiles as a result of escalating 
conflict in the Middle East. 
In an interview with the BBC, the Ukrainian 
president suggested that Russiaõs Vladimir 
Putin stands to benefit from the growing 
tensions involving the US, Israel, and Iran. 
According to Zelensky, a prolonged conflict 
in that region would divert American 
attention and resources away from Ukraine, 
ultimately weakening Kyivõs position. 
He also offered a critical view of US 
President Donald Trumpõs stance, arguing 
that Trump is trying to avoid taking a clear 
side in the war between Ukraine and Russia. 
Zelensky said he believes the US leader is 
cautious about provoking Putin and is instead 
focusing on maintaining dialogue. 
Against this backdrop, Zelensky called for 
improved coordination between Western 
leaders. He specifically urged Trump and UK 
Prime Minister Sir Keir Starmer to meet and 
align their positions, particularly following 
recent public criticism directed at the British 
leader by Trump. 
Meanwhile, the Middle East conflictñnow 
entering its third weekñhas intensified 
across the Gulf, with Iran responding to US 
and Israeli actions by targeting nearby 
states. Zelensky expressed concern that this 
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situation is already having a knock-on effect 
on Ukraine, saying peace negotiations are 
being repeatedly delayed because global 
attention has shifted. 
He added that rising energy prices, driven 
by instability in the Gulf, are playing into 
Russiaõs hands. At the same time, increased 
demand for weapons in the Middle East 
could strain supply chains, leaving Ukraine 
with fewer resources. Air defence systems, 
especially Patriot missiles, are a particular 
concern. 
Zelensky highlighted the scale of the issue by 
pointing to production limits. The US 
manufactures only a few dozen such missiles 
each month, yet hundreds were reportedly 
used in a single day during the Middle East 
fighting. This imbalance, he warned, could 
lead to serious shortages for Ukraine in the 
near future. 
Discussing Trumpõs broader approach, 
Zelensky said he believes the US president 
wants to bring the war to an end but prefers 
to act as a mediator rather than a firm ally. 
He suggested that Washingtonõs current 
st ra te gy  p r io r i t i se s  ma in ta in ing 
communication with Moscow, even if that 
means avoiding actions that might provoke 
the Kremlin. 
Zelensky also noted that Ukrainian-
developed defence technology could 
potentially have helped counter recent drone 
attacks elsewhere, including an incident 
involving a UK military base in Cyprus. 
The widening Middle East crisis has also 
exposed divisions among Western allies, 
particularly after Trump criticised Nato 
partners and questioned the UKõs level of 
involvement. Zelensky warned that disunity 
among allies could have serious 
consequences. 
Following talks with Starmer in London, 
Zelensky stressed the importance of stronger 
cooperation, saying the US and UK should 
work towards a shared strategy. He made 
clear he was not attempting to dictate policy 
but believed closer alignment between the 
two leaders would be beneficial. 
Trump, however, has continued his criticism, 
recently dismissing Starmerõs leadership while 
describing him as personally likeable. The UK 

prime minister has responded by reaffirming 
that Britain will not be drawn into a broader 
war, while emphasising the strength of the 
transatlantic relationship. 
Zelenskyõs visit to London forms part of a 
wider tour of European capitals, including 
recent talks in Paris and a planned trip to 
Madrid. These diplomatic efforts come at a 
time when Ukraineõs ongoing war with Russia 
risks being overshadowed by events in the 
Middle East. 
Speaking to MPs during his visit, Zelensky 
drew parallels between Russia and Iran, 
describing them as closely aligned in both 
ideology and military cooperation. He 
concluded with a warning that such regimes 
must not be allowed to succeed or pose a 
threat to Europe and its allies. 
 
Based on an article by Richard Wheeler, Political 
reporter 

Angela Rayner has criticised government 
plans to tighten settlement rules for migrants 
already living in the UK, calling them òun-
Britishó and accusing ministers of breaking 
trust. 
The proposals would increase the qualifying 
period for most migrant workers to gain 
permanent residency from five to ten years, 
while refugees could face waits of up to 20 
years. 
Rayner raised her concerns during a speech 
in which she also warned that many voters 
now see Labour as part of the political 
establishment. The address, one of her most 
prominent in recent months, has fuelled 
speculation that she may be positioning 
herself to challenge Prime Minister Sir Keir 
Starmer. 
Speaking to the centre-left Mainstream 
group, she cautioned that Labourõs future 
could be at risk if it fails to act decisively, 
saying the party cannot afford complacency 
and is òrunning out of time.ó 
She argued that the migration proposals put 
forward by Home Secretary Shabana 
Mahmood are causing anxiety among 
people already in the system, particularly 
because they may feel the rules are being 
changed after they have committed to living 
and working in the UK. 

While some Labour MPs have 
voiced similar concerns, Mahmood has 
defended the reforms as necessary and fair, 
arguing they are needed to reduce pressure 
on public finances. 
Downing Street has not confirmed whether 
the plans will go ahead in full. The prime 
ministerõs press secretary said the 
government would review consultation 
responses before making a final decision, 
adding that those who contribute more 
through work and taxes should have a 
quicker path to settlement. 
Raynerõs intervention is seen by some as an 
attempt to push Labourõs agenda further left, 
especially after the partyõs recent by-election 
loss in Gorton and Denton to the Green 
Party. 
Cabinet Office Minister Nick Thomas-
Symonds said the government shares a sense 
of urgency to deliver change, while backing 
Starmerõs leadership. Meanwhile, Greater 
Manchester Mayor Andy Burnham said he 
understood Raynerõs concerns and suggested 
the party should listen carefully to her views. 
Burnham also pointed out that falling net 
migration figures give the government an 
opportunity to better explain its position, 
though he expressed reservations about 
proposals to make refugee status temporary. 
Indefinite leave to remain allows people to 
live, work and study in the UK without time 
limits and to access benefits if eligible. 
According to Home Office data, net 
migration added around 2.6 million people 

to the UK population between 2021 and 
2024, with up to 1.6 million expected to 
qualify for settlement between 2026 and 
2030. 
Rayner stressed that Labour must ensure the 
system works for working people while 
maintaining fairness. However, she warned 
against changing conditions for migrants who 
have already contributed to the country, 
saying this undermines trust and stability. 
She argued that constantly shifting the 
criteria damages the principle of fair play, 
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and called for an immigration system that 
balances economic needs with core British 
values. 
Under the proposed reforms, the standard 
route to settlement would be extended to ten 
years, though adjustments could be made 
depending on individual circumstances. Those 
who already have settlement status would not 
be affected. 
Mahmood has maintained that permanent 
residency should not be automatic, describing 
it as a privilege rather than a right. She told 
MPs that five years is a relatively short 
period before gaining full settlement rights 
and that extending the timeframe is justified. 
 
based on https://www.bbc.co.uk/news/articles/
cqlglkprv0qo 

This meningitis outbreak is deeply 
unusual and defies easy explanation. 
Health experts have described it as both 
unprecedented and fast-moving, with 20 
cases reported in a small part of Kent over 
just a few days. That kind of rapid cluster is 
not typical. 
In the UK, meningitis usually appears as 
isolated cases rather than spreading widely. 
While small clusters do occasionally occurñ
such as two linked infant cases in northern 
England in 2023ñlarger outbreaks are rare 
and tend to develop slowly. For instance, an 
outbreak in Gloucestershire during the 1980s 
involved 65 cases over more than four years, 
not within a single week. 
The key question now is: what has made 
this situation different? 
Meningitis generally requires close, 
prolonged contact to spread and is far less 
contagious than illnesses like measles, Covid-
19, or influenza. That makes the speed of this 
outbreak particularly puzzling. 
So far, there is no clear explanation. The 
circumstances appear ordinary, yet the scale 
and pace of infections are anything but. 
Although many early cases were linked to the 

Club Chemistry nightclubñwhere 11 of the 
first 15 affected individuals had spent timeñ
this alone does not fully explain the situation. 
Social behaviours such as sharing drinks or 
vapes in crowded venues are common across 
the country. 
Meningitis B bacteria are actually quite 
widespread and often harmless. Around 10% 
of people in the UK carry them in their nose 
without becoming ill, rising to about 25% 
among teenagers and young adults. Only in 
rare cases do the bacteria breach the bodyõs 
natural defences and lead to serious illness 
like meningitis or sepsis. 
According to Professor Andrew Preston from 
the University of Bath, there are two main 
possibilities behind the Kent outbreak. Either 
the bacteria are spreading at an unusually 
high rate, or they are behaving in a more 
aggressive, invasive way than normal. 

The cause could lie in the bacteria itself, 
human behaviour, environmental factors, or a 
mix of all three. 
Current evidence shows the outbreak is linked 
to group B meningococcal bacteria. However, 
this category includes many different strains, 
some of which are more dangerous than 
others. Early analysis suggests the strain 
involved has been circulating in recent years, 
but further genetic testing is needed to 
determine whether it has changed in a way 
that increases its impact. 
Environmental and behavioural factors may 
also play a role. In parts of sub-Saharan 
Africa known as the òmeningitis belt,ó 
conditions such as dry air, heat, and dust can 
damage the throat and make it easier for 
bacteria to enter the body. While the UK 
does not have these conditions, other 
influences could be relevant. 
Smoking is known to increase susceptibility, 
and there is growing discussion around 
vaping. Sharing vapesñmore common than 
sharing cigarettesñcould allow bacteria to 
spread more easily through saliva. 
Additionally, vaping itself can irritate the 
airways, potentially making infection more 
likely. 
However, vaping is not unique to Kent, so it 
cannot fully explain why this outbreak has 
been so severe. 
The timing of cases suggests many people 
were infected around the same period. With 
a number of infections linked to a single 
nightclub, officials believe a òsuper-
spreaderó event may have taken place, 
followed by further transmission in university 
accommodation. 
Super-spreader events occur when infections 
spread to far more people than expected. 
Although meningitis does not usually spread 
easily, environments like nightclubs or student 
housingñwhere close contact is frequentñ
can increase the risk. 
Experts are also considering whether other 
illnesses may have contributed. For example, 
respiratory infections that cause coughing or 
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sneezing could help meningitis bacteria 
spread more effectively. Some research 
suggests viruses like flu may increase the 
likelihood of meningococcal infections. 
There are additional questions about 
individual vulnerability. Some people may 
be naturally more susceptible to severe 
illness. It has also been suggested that young 
people who grew up during Covid lockdowns 
may have had less exposure to infections, 
potentially affecting their immunityñthough 
this would apply across the UK, not just in 
Kent. 
At this stage, many uncertainties remain. 
Scientists are still investigating how the 
outbreak began, why it spread so quickly, 
and what factors made it so severe. 
As Professor Susan Hopkins from the UK 
Health Security Agency explained, there are 
still no definitive answers about the origin of 
the outbreak or why it has led to such a 
sudden surge in cases. 
 
based on https://www.bbc.co.uk/news/
articles/c4g8ggelrd5o  by  Becky Morton 
Police are examining whether an email 
exchange between Lord Mandelson and 
convicted sex offender Jeffrey Epstein in 
2010 may constitute a criminal offence, 
according to Metropolitan Police 
Commissioner Sir Mark Rowley. 
Speaking to ABC News, Sir Mark confirmed 
that investigators are reviewing a message in 
which the former UK ambassador to the 
United States appeared to respond to 
Epstein about a major European Union 
financial bailout following the global 
financial crisis. 
The inquiry centres on whether confidential or 
market-sensitive information may have been 
improperly shared. Lord Mandelson is 
currently under investigation over allegations 
of misconduct in public office, though he has 
consistently maintained that he acted 
lawfully, did not benefit personally, and is 
cooperating fully with authorities. He has not 
commented publicly on the latest 

developments. 
Documents released earlier this year by the 
US Justice Department suggest Epstein had 

prior knowledge of a ú500 billion EU bailout 
package. In an email dated the night before 
the official announcement in May 2010, 
Epstein referenced the deal as nearly 
finalised. The records indicate that Lord 
Mandelson replied in a way that appeared 
to confirm the timing of the announcement, 
before later indicating he was leaving 
Downing Street. 
Sir Mark said officers are now assessing 
whether this exchange crosses a criminal 
threshold. 
The investigation also extends to separate 
allegations involving Andrew Mountbatten-
Windsor, with Thames Valley Police 
reviewing claims that confidential information 
may have been shared with Epstein. He has 
been arrested on suspicion of misconduct in 
public office and denies any wrongdoing. 
In addition, police are considering a number 
of historical sexual allegations linked to 

Epsteinõs network. Sir Mark noted that these 
claims are being evaluated to determine 
whether they meet the criteria for a formal 
criminal investigation. 
He also referenced previous interviews 
conducted with Virginia Giuffre, who had 
accused Mountbatten-Windsor of sexual 
misconduct in 2001 when she was 17. 
According to the Metropolitan Police, those 
interviews did not produce evidence that 
could support a prosecution in the UK, and no 
further action was taken at the time. 
Mountbatten-Windsor has consistently denied 
the allegations. 
Giuffre died last year. 
Sir Mark said he is currently in the United 
States to review additional material related 
to Epstein, including un-redacted evidence 
that may be required if any cases proceed 
to court. He added that cooperation with US 
authorities is ongoing and progressing as 
expected. 
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based on https://news.sky.com/story/
grieving-widow-prosecuted-over-dead-
husbands-35-car-tax-bill-13521233 

A widow has been convicted over an 
unpaid £35 vehicle tax bill belonging 
to her late husband, despite 
explaining that the oversight occurred 
while she was dealing with his death 
and funeral arrangements. 
The 51-year-old woman was prosecuted by 
the Driver and Vehicle Licensing Agency 
(DVLA) after the payment was missed in the 
weeks following her husbandõs passing last 
July. She had written to the agency outlining 
her situation, describing the period as deeply 
distressing and overwhelming. 
In her letter, she explained that she does not 
drive, has never owned a car, and has only 
a limited understanding of vehicle tax rules. 
She also noted that English is not her first 
language, which added to her confusion. 
According to her account, the carña 
Jaguarñremained parked at her home and 

was not used on public roads. 
Despite these circumstances, the case 
proceeded in court. A magistrate chose to 
issue a conviction rather than refer the matter 
back to the DVLA to reconsider whether 
pursuing the case was appropriate. 
The woman, who lives near Chesterfield in 
Derbyshire, submitted a written guilty plea. 
She was given a six-month conditional 
discharge and ordered to pay £85 in costs, 
along with the outstanding £35.84 tax. 

The prosecution was handled under the 
Single Justice Procedure (SJP), a system 
introduced in 2015 to deal with minor 
offences more quickly and without a full court 
hearing. While designed to streamline cases, 
the process has faced criticism for handling 
matters behind closed doors and for its 
impact on vulnerable individuals, particularly 
in cases involving unpaid fines or bills. 
The DVLA has previously expressed support 
for reforms to the SJP system, including 

changes that would ensure mitigating 
letters sent by defendants are 
automatically reviewed by prosecutors. 
Although the government launched a 
consultation into possible reforms, no 
changes have yet been implemented. 
Speaking at a recent press conference, 
Baroness Sue Carr, the most senior 
judge in England and Wales, confirmed 
that a detailed review of the system has 
taken place. However, she noted that 
any decisions about how the system 
operates u l t imate ly  res t  wi th 
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Based on https://www.dailyrecord.co.uk/
lifestyle/money/hmrc-tax-crackdown-online-
sellers-36885472 
Linda Howard Money and Consumer Writer 
and https://www.msn.com/en-gb/money/
other/hmrc-begins-cracking-down-on-four-
mi l l ion-people-over-1-000- ru le /ar -
AA1YSevn 
based on a Story by James Rodger 

Millions of people who make money 
through online platforms could soon 
come under closer scrutiny from HM 
Revenue and Customs (HMRC), after 
vast amounts of income data were 
uncovered. 
Figures show that in 2025, HMRC was given 
earnings details for nearly four million 
individuals using digital servicesñup 
significantly from around 1.4 million the year 
before. The total income reported has also 
risen sharply, reaching close to £55 billion. 
This data has been provided by a range of 
platforms, including online marketplaces, 
rental sites, delivery services, and content-
sharing apps. These companies are now 
required to share usersõ earnings directly with 
HMRC as part of a broader global push to 
reduce tax evasion and improve 

transparency around online income. 
The surge in reporting follows new rules 
introduced last year. Platforms such as eBay, 
Vinted, and Etsy must now report users who 
pass certain limitsñeither earning over 
£1,000 a year or carrying out more than 30 

transactions annually. 
With access to this expanded dataset, HMRC 
is expected to increase enforcement efforts. 
Officials say new systems are being 
developed to analyse the information more 
effectively, allowing for more targeted 
compliance checks rather than relying on 
slower manual methods. 
Tax specialists believe the volume of data 
could significantly change how HMRC 
identifies individuals who may not be paying 
the correct amount of tax. With billions in 
online earnings now visible, investigators 
have far more information to work with. 
HMRC has stressed that casual sellers are 
unlikely to be affected. Those who 
occasionally sell unwanted personal 
belongings are not required to pay tax. The 
rules are mainly aimed at individuals who 
regularly trade or generate ongoing income 
through online activity. 
Anyone making more than £1,000 in profit 
from these activities may need to register for 
self-assessment and declare their income. 
Overall, the changes represent a major step 
in how digital earnings are monitored, giving 
tax authorities greater ability to track income 
and ensure compliance in the online economy. 

Based on https://www.bbc.co.uk/news/
articles/cedzqqp9x2do by Sean Coughlan, 
Royal correspondent 

King Charles has welcomed Nigeriaõs 
President Bola Ahmed Tinubu to the 
UK for a landmark state visitñthe first 
of its kind from Nigeria in nearly four 
decades.  
The president, accompanied by his wife 
Oluremi Tinubu, received a formal ceremonial 
reception at Windsor Castle to mark the 
beginning of the two-day trip. 
Senior members of the royal family, including 
Queen Camilla and the Prince and Princess of 
Wales, were present to greet the couple. 
Nigeria, Africaõs most populous nation, has a 
population roughly three times larger than 
that of the UK, adding significance to the 
visit. 
A state banquet hosted by the King is 
scheduled for Wednesday evening, where 
both leaders are expected to deliver 
speeches. The event will bring together 
politicians and notable figures with 
connections to Nigeria. However, one 
customary elementña private lunch with the 
monarchñhas been omitted out of respect 
for the presidentõs observance of Ramadan 
fasting. 
The visit began with a display of royal 
pageantry. After arriving in the UK on 
Tuesday, the president and first lady were 
met by Prince William and Catherine at a 
luxury hotel before being escorted to 
Windsor. A carriage procession carried them 
into the castle grounds, where a military 
parade and guard of honour awaited. The 
Grenadier Guards band performed both 
national anthems as part of the ceremony, 
and President Tinubu formally reviewed the 
troops with King Charles following closely 

behind. 
The occasion is seen as an opportunity to 
strengthen ties between the two nations, 
particularly in areas such as trade, finance, 
and defence. With a large Nigerian 
diaspora in the UKñnumbering over a 
quarter of a million peopleñofficials say the 
visit aims to modernise a long-standing 
relationship and unlock new economic 
opportunities. 
Planned engagements include the exchange 
of gifts and a viewing of Nigerian-related 

items from the Royal Collection, followed by 
the formal banquet in St Georgeõs Hall. The 
presidential couple will also pay their 
respects at the tomb of Queen Elizabeth II in 
St Georgeõs Chapel and take part in an 
interfaith gathering intended to promote 
dialogue between religions. 
On Thursday, Oluremi Tinubu, who is also a 
pastor, is expected to speak at a service at 
Lambeth Palace and meet representatives 

from the Church of England. 
The visit also highlights Nigeriaõs diverse 
religious and cultural landscape. The 
countryõs population of around 220 million 
people is broadly split between Muslims and 
Christians, with regional differences between 
north and south. President Tinubu and his wife 
come from the Yoruba community, which 
includes followers of both faiths. 
At the same time, the Nigerian leader faces 
mounting international scrutiny over security 
challenges at home. These include insurgency 

in the northeast, kidnappings by criminal 
groups, and ongoing conflicts tied to land 
and ethnic divisions. Recent violence in Borno 
state, where dozens were killed and injured 
in suspected suicide bombings attributed to 
Boko Haram militants, has underscored these 
concerns. 
Tinubu has condemned such attacks, while 
some UK politicians have urged stronger 
protections for religious freedom in Nigeria. 
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The visit comes amid a complex global 
backdrop, with ongoing conflicts in both the 
Middle East and Ukraine. President 
Volodymyr Zelensky met King Charles earlier 
in the week, highlighting the wider 
international context surrounding the 
diplomatic engagements. 
Wednesdayõs banquet will also carry 
additional attention, as it will include the 
Kingõs first public speech since the recent 
arrest of his brother, Prince Andrew. 
 
based on  https://www.bbc.co.uk/news/
articles/clyzy0y20qlo 
By Ed Thomas, UK editor, Patrick Clahane 
and Rebecca Wearn 

The BBC has uncovered reports 
alleging that children as young as 11 
have been sexually abused in mini-
marts across the West Midlands. 
According to internal documents from Dudley 
Council, a senior council employee 
repeatedly alerted local authorities to these 
concerns over the past decade. The reports 
were shared multiple times with police and 
safeguarding agencies. 
Intelligence briefings covering the period 
from 2019 to 2024 suggest that children 
may have been targeted in these shops, 
allegedly being offered cigarettes, alcohol, 
and drugs before being subjected to sexual 
exploitation. 
Initially, a spokesperson for West Midlands 
Police stated that there was òno evidenceó to 
support claims of child sexual exploitation 
(CSE) linked to shops in Dudley. However, 
after the BBC presented additional material, 
the force revised its position. In a new 
statement, police emphasised their 
commitment to tackling CSE and 

s a f e g u a r d i n g  v u l n e r a b l e 
individuals, adding that they 
would act on any information 
received. 
David Greenwood, a lawyer 
specialising in child abuse cases 
who previously worked on 
investigations in Rotherham, 
questioned the police response. He 
said it was difficult to understand 
how authorities could definitively 
dismiss the existence of evidence 
and stressed that such serious 
allegations require thorough 
investigation. 
Concerns about possible abuse 
linked to high street shops were 
reportedly discussed for years 
within a safeguarding group 
focused on  ch i ld  sexual 
exploitation, according to the 
council worker. These discussions 
took place between 2016 and 
2025. 
The intelligence presented in these meetings 
was compiled from a range of sources, 
including complaints submitted to Trading 
Standards, information from various 
agencies, and data drawn from resources 
such as the Citizens Advice Bureau, 
Companies House, and other open-source 
research. 
Records reviewed by the BBC indicate 
multiple instances in which concerns about 
CSE in shops were raised by Trading 
Standards and police within the 
safeguarding group. The group is understood 
to have included representatives from West 
Midlands Police, local council safeguarding 
teams, and charitable organisations. 

One briefing from June 2024 reportedly 
described an incident in which a child was 
allegedly enticed toward a flat after being 
given free cigarettes. Earlier concerns, dating 
from 2016 to 2017, suggested that a shop 
linked to organised crime had been targeting 
young women. 
In 2019, West Midlands Police 
acknowledged the possibility that shops in 
the town of Lye could be involved in child 
sexual exploitation and sought assistance 
from Trading Standards, according to 
documents seen by the BBC. 
During 2019 and 2020, the safeguarding 
group reportedly identified certain high 
street locations as areas of concern, 
describing them as hotspots where some 
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children were believed to be exploited. 
Between 2019 and 2024, Trading Standards 
regularly submitted intelligence reports 
highlighting concerns about so-called òpop-
up shops.ó However, in December 2024, 
police reportedly stated that they lacked 
sufficient intelligence on CSE and might not 
have a clear understanding of what was 
occurring. 
That same month, a report indicated that 11-
year-olds had allegedly been transported 
from a pop-up shop to an unknown location 
to collect cigarettes and vapes. The shop was 
subsequently shut down by Trading 
Standards. 
Further records show that in September 
2025, Trading Standards asked police to 
carry out checks on suspects to determine 
whether they had prior convictions for 
offences involving children. 
In January of this year, police were given a 
list of 41 individuals, including one person 
reportedly under investigation for rape. The 
documents suggest that these background 
checks had not yet been carried out. 
Separate intelligence briefings from Dudley 
Trading Standards, spanning 2019 to 2024, 
repeatedly raised concerns about links 
between high street shops and child sexual 
exploitation. Eleven shops and associated 
workers across the borough were identified 
as potential concerns. 
One 2024 report alleged that staff at a mini
-mart in Stourbridge were supplying drugs to 
children and offering them in exchange for 
sexual acts. Earlier intelligence from 2019 
claimed that a worker at another shop had 
offered schoolgirls free cigarettes in return 
for a kiss and had also been accused of 
sexually assaulting a female police 
community support officer in Wales. 
A report from September 2023 further 
suggested that some criminal groups 
operating in Dudley were connected not only 
to CSE, but also to drug offences, modern 
slavery, and the employment of 
undocumented migrants. In one case, Trading 
Standards recorded over 100 incidents of 
suspected criminal activity, including 
exploitation, linked to a single shop. 
Another law enforcement source told the BBC 
that in 2025 they received reports of 
children aged between 13 and 15 being 
given vapes by shop workers in exchange for 
sex. These claims were said to come from 
parents and other local shopkeepers. During 
enforcement raids, officers reportedly found 
items such as pull-out beds and bags 
containing womenõs make-up inside some 
premises. 
Kuldeep Maan, a Trading Standards officer 
in Dudley, said that both parents and 
teachers had raised concerns about 
exploitation occurring along the townõs high 
street. He described reports suggesting that 
children were being offered free cigarettes 
and alcohol in exchange for sexual activity. 
During inspections, officers also found 
troubling signs in nearby flats, including the 
presence of used condoms. 
Some shops in the area were also reported 
to be selling nitrous oxide, commonly known 

as laughing gas. As part of its investigation, 
the BBC sent an undercover researcher to 
Dudley, where a shop worker allegedly 
offered to sell her a canister of the substance 
and suggested she collect it from his home. 
She declined. 
In a separate visit, another undercover 
reporter was offered illegal cigarettes at a 
different mini-mart. The individual involved 
had reportedly been charged with rape. 
A woman who previously worked in a West 
Midlands mini-mart told the BBC that she was 
sexually assaulted by a colleague shortly 
after the Covid-19 pandemic. She described 
another incident in which a shop worker 
attempted to pull her into a toilet after 
touching her inappropriately. She said she 
managed to escape. 
The woman also reported experiencing 
repeated harassment in multiple shops, 
including being propositioned for sex and 
offered money. She said she believed the 
perpetrators felt emboldened because they 
had not faced consequences for similar 
behaviour with others. 
She also recounted hearing about a case 
involving a 13-year-old girl who was 
allegedly assaulted in a shop after being 
lured upstairs, but managed to get away. 
 
 

Spot the difference: 12 of them. Answer below 

Solution. 
Owl (top right branch) 

Top image: Owl is joined by two small birds 
Bottom image: Birds are gone, only the owl remains 

Rabbit (bottom left) 
Top image: Rabbit has upright ears 

Bottom image: Rabbitõs ears are flopped down 
Butterfly (on mushroom) 

Top image: Wings are more closed / angled differently 
Bottom image: Wings are more open and spread 

Fairy (left side) 
Top image: Fairy is looking slightly downward 

Bottom image: Fairyõs pose/angle shifts subtly 
Waterfall flow 

Top image: Waterfall is wider and fuller 
Bottom image: Flow is narrower / split differently 

Bridge stones (top centre) 
Top image: Stone pattern is slightly different 

Bottom image: A few stones are shifted/reshaped 
Boat (centre water) 

Top image: Oars and angle are slightly different 

Bottom image: Boat is tilted differently 
Candles (bottom right) 

Top image: 3 candles lit 
Bottom image: Candle arrangement/shape is slightly 

changed 
Skull (bottom right) 

Top image: Skull position/angle is slightly different 
Bottom image: Skull is rotated subtly 

Book (under skull) 
Top image: Plain book 

Bottom image: Extra object (paper/map) on top 
Compass (bottom right) 

Top image: Compass is more visible/clear 
Bottom image: Compass is shifted slightly 

Small glowing lights (near waterfall) 
Top image: More glowing firefly-like lights 

Bottom image: Fewer lights 


