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based onhttps://www.yahoo.com/news/ rotor aircraft, fixedwing planes, transport senators during a classified briefing that the

articles/pentagorreportedly-sendingmore  and attack helicopters, ground supporffirst six days of Operation Epic Fury cost an
warships204953222.html systems, and air defence units. The force wistimated $11.3 billion, according to a
Riley Ceder, J.D. Simkins also be supported by a combat logisticsperson familiar with the session. However,

Pentagon Reportedly Deploying battalion capable of sustaining operations irthat figure did not include several other war
Additional Warships and Marines to austere environments for up to 15 days. Thiglated expenses, meaning the total cost is

the Middle East unit provides medical support, supplies, andxpected to increase.
The United States is reportedly reinforcing itgxplosive ordnance disposal personnelThe conflict also saw a tragic development
military presence in the Middle East wittffMoNg other capabilities. Thursday when a U.S. Air Force-136

additional troops and naval assets agAs of publication, the Pentagon and U.Sr.efuelli_ng aircraft_ crashed during combat
operations against Iran continue. Central Command had not responded taperations. All six crew members at_)oard
According to a report by the Wall Street requests for comment, and the Navywere killed. Central Command confirmed
Journal, U.S. Defence Secretary Pet eclined to comment. that the qrash was not the result of hostile or
Hegseth has approved a request from u.slhe deployment comes less than a year aftedriendly fire. Two aircraft were reportedly
Central Command to deploy elements of arf Military Times report indicated that theinvolved in the |[10|dent, with the second
amphibious ready group along with a' € @ di ness rate of tlahding s&felyv y 6 S amphi bious
Marine Expeditionary Unit (MEU) to countepssault ships had dropped to 41 percentSo far, 13 U.S. service members have been
Iranian regional attacks. partly due to |_ncreas_ed operations againstkilled in combat operations, and abput 140
The reinforcement package is expected tdjrug cartels in Latin America and theo(hers have t?e'enl woundgd, |nclud|ng eight
include up to 5,000 personnel and severafcaribbean.  That shortfall Ie.d to a with severe injuries, 'durlng the first two
naval vessels. Among them is the amphibid ployment gap of more than five monthsveeks of Operation Epic Fury.

assault ship USS Tripoli, which is curreny, Marine  Expeditionary
traveling to the Middle East from its JNIS. b
homeport in Sasebo, Japan. Despite these challenges, U.
The Tripoli Amphibious Ready Group consit@erations against Iran have
of the Americaclass amphibious assault shiphtensified. U.S.. Centra
USS Tripoli, the San Antenlass amphibious COmMmand stated  Thursda
transport dock ships USS New Orleans anfflat American forces have
USS San Diego, and the embarked 31sf"UCK approximately 6,000
Marine Expeditionary Unit. targets inside Iran since thg
The 31st MEU includes a ground combgenflict began. The comman
element built around a battalion landing &!SC reported the destructio
teanfi an infantry battalion with supporting ©f more than 60 Iranian
combat unifs comprising roughly 1,100 Vessels and over 30 mine
Marines and sailors. laying ships.

lts aviation combat component includes tilP€ntagon officials told

USS Tripoli (WIKD)
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based orhttps://www.bbc.co.uk/news/ camp where Iranian Kurdish fighters areexhausting.

articles/c79505804Ipoby Orla Guerin training. Sitting on a rock under the warmWhen we arrive, about two dozen

BBC News, Reporting from Northern Iraq ~ spring sun, he oversees preparations for eshmergdé men and womeifi line up to

Exiled Kurdish fighters prepare for a new group of Peshmerda a term meaning welcome us. They raise their Kalashnikov

possible return t0é hosenwhe nftace rhenagrifes and chambslogams nGnel phrgse @chaes

regime stand behind him as we talk. across t he mountains:
Freedom. 6 Originally

has also become a rallying cry for protest

movements inside Iran.

Across the surrounding hills, other fighters

stand guard, watching the skies for

approaching drones. On one peak, a lone

sentry surveys the horizon with his dog

beside him.

Our team carries drondetection

equipment, similar to what journalists use in

war zones such as Ukraine. It should alert us

if an attack is coming and give us time to

find cover.

Our security adviser offers blunt

instructions: if there

flat on the ground.

Hopes and doubts aboi

future

During our visit, a senior Komala official,

Amjad Hossein Panabhi, arrives to meet the

fighters. He and his wife are both

Peshmerga.

Panahi says he has been waiting for the

For many Iranian Kurds living in exile, the pull . - c ) - .
of theiryhomeland remaing powerful. ,?O,SOfPspoken and greyhaired, Bloori is part regime to collapse since it was established

Shaho Bloori, a 5gear-old Kurdish of a small opposition movement callechearly five decades ago. However, he
commander tr;at pull comes from both thgomala of the Toilers of Kurdistan, whichelieves air strikes alone will not achieve that

living relatives he left behind and the manyrecently joined other Iranian Kurdish groupsutcome.

family members he lost to the Iraniarin @n alliance against Tehran. 0Bombing may weaken th
authorities. He says thousands of fighters are alreadys ay s , Obut Il ran is a |
Two of his sisters still live in Iran. while 18r9anised in the mountains and waiting foalone will not bring it down. Ground forces

members of his extended family are buriegthe opportunity to return to Iran. are necessary, and Kurdish fighters could

there after being killed by the regime.OThe_y ar e r ea\dy topbay haonmei,m')p oIr!earsta_yrsol e.
Among them is one of his brothédrsa € 0N fidently. 0And t Heawould fike tm gea the Umited\States onpose

protest singer executed when he was only 2§ 00 N . 0 a nofly zone over parts of Iran. But he also
years old. Bloori remembers him as someonét international support for such a movevorries that political calculatiofis including

who will remain of or'&Maw urg:(ytglrh U_S_é President Dona[nsmg oil prices affecting American consumers
According to Bloori llumphas eBtrmtf1 dpignalg aboutgvpethgr cojud (f change Washingt
was brutal. After being hanged, the body Kurdish forces might join a broader conflic | dondt trust Trump, O
was also riddled with bullets. Even in deathvoIvmg the United States and Israel againstould decide to end the war at any moment.

he says, the regime caused further pain fopan. At present, Kurdish involvement appealBh at 6 s j us t my opinion.
their mother. unlikely. Netanyahu, or the Iranian people themselves,

OWhen she went to Wa%r@giomcpught hety ?corg,ﬂigtfaqg Icaé,ltiOI’! pelieve ,the Islamic Republic is nearing its
burial, she saw si xt!8& Kurdg gre fhﬁ?gg%tosﬁﬂ’?'g%,e_tBnEBFjOBri.
recalls. oThey war nd@QuP inethe Mdgle Eapi,spreag ymainly4 syudden warning

¢ .

said i she did t h &cess \Wafly Irag nSirif’i, and| Turke 'Trhe@qr corjveysation is abruptly interrupted by a
prepare his bod y, f o r Nisfpry pas Begn marked by both persecutiophone call. News arrives that another Komala

Despite the trauma, Bloori insists that if th@nd internal divisions. o camp in the city of Sulaymaniyah, near the
regime collapses, he does not want revenge.T he camp we vVvisit | Iramian barder, hdsrcamg Gnsler daone atiacko mo
o Wh at we need i s Kuydis rie_ggog. , Lgcal _qptgoritie§ %)yrg _.ar?anahi immediately urges everyone to move. )
OExecutions must d}vryo ipgdraggedrinio thg cepfligtwitho e must | eave now, 0
responsible for my [3n oan gr?f% 0 kgep Jranign Kyrdishpd jjapi an drones are at
not want them executed. Our goal should bd!ghters out or public view. could be next.o

freedom, not replacing one oppressiveAfter an initial failed attempt, we manage to He shouts instructions to the fighters.
system with another _rgachthesne.Thecamp_snsamong_ruggecniSpr _ead out! Spread out
If Kurdish fighters based in Iraq eventuallynountain peaks, some still dusted with snom.i ssi | es coul d be comin

cross into western Iran to open a new frorftlthough beautiful, it is also vulnerablea  The Peshmerga disperse across the hills, and

against the government, Bloori says his firdotential target for Iranian attacks. Forwe follow suit.
act would not be military., security reasons, its exact location cannot beor a tense period we wait, watching the sky,

ol would visit t he Ye%lg;i.e s of m mot h e r butngattack comes. Eventually we leave the
father, and my brot Elés} ays peforg Qur agrncllg{, gronq]s glhuck fxi‘]g fer wgqe they have !ong rerpainﬁd
would go to every friend and family member &€ about a _kllometre away. Several positioned in the mountains, waiting for a
I lost, place flowers, and tell them that | stil eople were injured, though no one washance to return home.

remember t hem and Hlgdy ¢ t n em. 6 If they do eventually enter the conflict, it
memory overwhelms him, and he falls silent.The .finap stretch to the camp. requiresould come at a heavy coﬁt. not onlx for
Training a new generation of fighters climbing a rocky hillside. At this altitude, andhem but also for the fragile stability of

We meet Bloori in northern Irag at a remoteWearing heavy body armour, the climb isneighbouring Irag.
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based on https://www.bbc.co.uk/news/ online account secret from Guess. When lwdfences on the first day of procee

articles/cev7lepl9jgoby Isaac Ashe later mentioned the account in conversatio&entence
My Stalker Posed as Strangers Onlinetheir concerns were confirmed. In February, Gues$i now 24 i was
and Sent Men to My Home Although Kimberley eventually ended thesentenced to three and a half years in prison

OHow can someone te [elation§h'tp,dhe hai}@s(gryent piq)r@tétopy ofer stalking and distributing indecent images.
while secretly tor meAn@nyrmpgs ageeuts cgniinued gqntagging Hee, was also placed on the sex offenders
Kimberley first met Declan Guess when the@“d images “she had previously beerregister and given additional court orders
were both at school. She was just 15. pressured into sending began circulatingreventing him from contacting Kimberley.
Guess later left mainstream educatiorPhline. Messages were also sent to people iolice said the case had been particularly
because of anxiety, but the two stayed inher wider community, including relatives andomplex and praised Kimberley and her
touch online. local businesses. family for their courage in reporting the
After reconnecting through Facebook, thei"rangerS Appearing at the Family Home  abuse. _ o _
spent several months messaging beforé€ars later, the situation escalated furtheOfficers also believe other victims may exist
eventually meeting again and beginning aw h e n me n began ar r iand hawe urgetl anyénenaffeetedl te goes

relationship. Soon after they started datingfamily home. forward.
however, Kimberley began receivingHer mother, Sallyi whose name has also Living With the Aftermath

unsettling messages from anonymous soden changedi said the first visit seemed For Kimberley, the experience has left a

media accounts. unusual but did not immediately raise alarm. lasting impact. o
At first the messages seemed harmles3, A young man came toltdose made tasksmnignd ope
complimenting her appearance. But thelfi mber |l ey, h 0 she s aaidd . oHe looked

quickly became more intrusive and sexual iimbarrassed and uncomfortable, so at frsb How can someone say tl
tone. The peop|e behind the accounts begawe di d n 0t t h i nk mu ¢ htheo same ttlm@ be the person behlnd
pressuring her to send intimate photographgut the incidents continued. Soon moseo met hi ng i ke this?6
strangers were turning up, Despite everything she has been through,
sometimes late at night. Kimberley hopes speaking publicly about the

One visitor eventually revealed case will encourage others who have
what had been happening. He experienced similar abuse to seek help.

showed Sally websites and
online listings where Kimberleybased orhttps://www.theguardian.com/uk

had been falsely advertised as news/2026/mar/13/sadig-kharmay-give-
offering sexual services, usingup-armouredcar-clampdowrsuvdondon

her name, address and evenby Gwyn Topham Transport correspondent
photographs of the family home. Sadig Khan Could Drop Armoured Car
olt was shocki Angid PropoSetlIRestrictiong dndSUVs
00Our address anhnddn naybPSadlq KRdn hds Buggested he
house were online. Anyone coulgnay stop using an armoured vehicle as part
see it. We felt completely of wider efforts to discourage the use of
exposed. ¢ large SUVs in the capital.

Police Investigation Khan said he would ask the Metropolitan
Each incident was reported topglice to review the vehicle used for his
police. Investigators eventuallyofficial protection, indicating he would
traced the fake online profiles to sypport switching to a smaller car if evidence
a network of email accountsshows larger vehicles increase the risk of
and videos. connected to Guess. ) _serious harm on the roads.

At the time, Kimberley had no idea thatWhen officers examined his electronicrransport for London (TfL) and City Hall are
Guess himself was responsible for théevices, they discovered a large quantity ofcyrrently examining possible measures to
messages. illegal material, including hundreds oftackle the growing number of SUVs in
0l thought he was tindecentgmagesinyalviggpehilereni n g  mandon. Options under consideration include
through it, o6 she s aiPalicesgdmorgthansQ0 suchrimages Weligrodacng additional charges for larger
what was happening, and he told me not tdound during the investigation. vehicles. The aim would be to address
tell my family.é Guess was arrested and later appearedconcerns about road safety, congestion and
Instead of encouraging her to seek helpbefore Leicester Crown Court. Although e strain such vehicles place on parking
Guess persuaded her to go along with thdrial had been scheduled, he admitted thespaces.

demands from the anonymous accounts. Citing early research, Khan said bigger SUVs

OHe seemed | ike he wa , 0 poseareater dangers in collisions.

said, obut he was als do owmat i al evidence sugge
they asked. o more | ikely to kildl a
Guess also used emotional manipulation, he said.

warning that he might harm himself if she
ever ended their relationship.
A Long Campaign of Harassment

Although Khan does not personally own an
SUV, his mayoral duties mean he is often
transported in an armoured police vehicle

The abuse continued for years and had a
serious effect on Ki
said the constant pressure left her struggling
both mentally and physically.

Eventually she shared the messages with her
family. They began to suspect Guess was
involved, although Kimberley initially found it
difficult to believe someone she trusted could
be responsible.

Her family later asked her to test their
suspicions by keeping the existence of a new

accompanied by protection officers.

| i n g Ackn@nitedging this, the mayor said he would

encourage police to consider whether a
smaller vehicle could be used.

0 Of cour se | currently
vehicle, o Khan said. (
shows the risks associated with larger
vehicl es, thatdos a mes s
on to the police. o

He added that everyoné including public
officials i should reflect on the dangers
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posed by bigger vehicles on city streets. legislative work. In return, the party wouldo her edi t ary | —— 1 0]
Khan made the remarks in east London whiteeed to encourage some existing life peerdtooked forward to pursuing new
unveiling an updated Vision Zero strategyto retire. opportunities outside Parliament.

ai med at el i minati ngA ndmebartoh srosshench théreditary pgeisiomsénatives Likely to Nominate Some
roads. He stressed that any policy changewho sit independently of political parties,Members

would only follow further analysis andcould also be considered. Despite some peers stepping aside, there is
consultation. Ultimately, the decision over who receives ao shortage of potential candidates among
However, he said existing research raisedife peerage lies with the prime minister.Conservative hereditary members who might
significant concerns. Before that stage, however, parties willbe nominated to remain.

ol f a child is hit degde which mdivleals $héy\istt to epyThoserserving on the Conservative frontbench
about 77% more | ikelfgrwatdo di e, 6 he sai d. in & bords are seen as particularly strong
children under nine, the risk is roughly thre@mong Conservatives, recommendations withntenders. They include figures such as
ti mes higher. That 6som®met imnntgh ewep alr a W é\Bstobne e&Cdnerase, h\fispourit nYoundere ofL o
take seriously. 6 before being passed to party leader Kemi Leckie, the Earl of Minto, Earl Howe, the Earl
The mayor has asked TfL to assess thH&gadenoch, who will have the final say orof Courtown and the Earl of Effingham.
broader effects SUVs are having across th@ominations. Former Conservative Lords leader Lord
city, including their impact on traffic flow. Some Peers Accepting the Change Strathclyde has also been mentioned as a
0Thereds been a hu i e jin _people b i ng

these Dbigger vehic

0But London isnot - PY CHANCE T0 STAY IN THE LORDS !
road driving where ‘ ——
them. o R TNINSTER & 2 N e .

Khan warned that the increasing size { : DS ‘ “%ursplag%, gy 2 =

vehicles on the roads could also disru dill - *

public transport.
In some areas, he said, SUVs are so wi
that two vehicles struggle to pass each ot
on narrower streets, potentially slowing b
services.
Parking is another challenge, with many S
exceeding the size of standard spaces.
oParking bays were
t his |l arge, 6 Khan

SUV takes up more than the space allocatds
to it.o ;
He added that many N
were simply not built to accommodate largdae
cars. §
oLondon wasndt desi
mind, 6 he said.
TfLOS chief safety, BB
officer, Lilli Matson, said the organisation

was continuing to collect data but hadNot everyone intends to seek a placepossible candidate.

identified a worrying pattern of particularly through the new arrangement. Lord Salisbury, himself a hereditary peer
severe collisions involving SUVs. Charles Courtenay, the Earl of Devon, hasho left the chamber in 2017, said many

ruled out pursuing a life peerage. hereditary members were disappointed
based onhttps://www.bbc.co.uk/news/ ol dondt t hi nk her e dbotitthe change afterweals efgeazvices h o u | ¢
articles/c89kjql73kqo By Joshua Nevett used to bargain for a permanent seat in theBut he welcomed the compromise that may
Political reporter Lords, 6 he said. 0 | alldvesorbetto continuentheir wolk.at  wo u |
Doomed hereditary peers spy chanceappr opri ate. 0 ol dm pleased that a nt
to stay in the Lords Courtenay joined the upper chamber inpeers may receive life peerages under the
Hereditary Peers Face End of Their Role 2018 after inheriting a title that dates back agr eement reached with
But Some May Stay to 1142. Although he previously arguedsaid, adding that some of them continue to

A centuries|d tradition in the House of Lords@gdainst removing hereditary peers frommake valuable contributions to the chamber.
is nearing its end after legislation passed thi§arliament, he said he now accepts th&everal Conservative hereditary peers

week to remove the automatic right ofoutcome. contacted by the BBC declined to comment
hereditary peers to sit in Parliament. ol f t he coun t ry ] h amlb“cl)d with bng daﬂ;crlblmghhﬁ tsituatiorh as

The House of Lords (Hereditary Peers) Blier edi tary principlevisywsemgitiweeoshoul dn
will abolish the remaining 92 hereditaryt r'y t o use it to holWihio rthetlordso iself, sem tmsemidersh e
seats once the current parliamentary sessia-nh e ) E.a rl added that béilevs. hefeditany pegré bavel often g_beeh I st
concludes, which is expected to happen A Which includes ancestors executed farffective lawmakers, sometimes
May. treason centuries agd had put the current outperforming appointees who entered the
However, a lasminute compromise couldPolitical change into perspective. chamber through political patronage.

allow a small number of those peers t®o We dve been through Markig the change, the LércaSpeakey paid h
remain in the chamber. Under thesai d. O0Thereds no potibotdtotheg seiviset i ng progress
arrangement, some hereditary members ma§ i mply move on. o ORegardless of peopled:

be nominated for life peeraged a move Another departing member, Lord Bethellit is sad to see colleagues leave who have
one departing peer described as offering Who served as a Conservative health ministeontributed greatly to debate, scrutiny and
access to a oher edi tdrngthe Covid® pandemie has also saidt he institutional me mo
The Conservatives have been offered th&e will step down rather than seek a lifesaid.

chance to retain up to 15 hereditary peers ifP€erage. . Debate Over Hereditary Privilege
they are converted into life peers, meaning/Vriting on LinkedIn, he said he would noOutside the Lords, however, many argue that

they could continue to participate inattempt to join what he called theinherited seats in Parliament are
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incompatible with modern democracy. said. chamber was later restored.
Labourds 2024 el ect iShe angued ithhtethet commpdméese gauldloré cecently, former prime minister Tony
remove the right of hereditary peers to sitappear to the public as hereditary peers Blair removed more than 600 hereditary
and vote in the House of Lords. returning oby the bapedsindl®d® rthbugh a compromise allowed
Dr Jess Garland of the Electoral RefornA Long History of Survival 92 to remain.

Society said allowing some hereditary peerdereditary peers have survived numeroulf some of the current hereditary peers secure
to return as life peers risked undermining thaattempts to remove them over the centuries.life peerages, they may once again
promise. During the English Civil War in the 17ttpostpone the final end of hereditary
0There n ocentpry, #arlamernt abolished the Hausensepresentation in the upper chambér

shoul d be

democracy for people shaping laws simph. or d s entirely, d e cdxtandingn @ tradition thau bas | akemdy an

because of their f adrangyerwaisk d oo u rhae, @ e sgmndueed for tentiiiesg |l ando6. Yet t |

based on based ohttps://www.bbc.co.uk/ expected, 6 he sai d. Bulding er @pewtanaeeralj Rlaridag fbri b |

news/articles/cdr244zx10yo moments and also some very tough times, bnapairs. NASA officials say the issue has now

HomeBuilt Yacht Carries Solo Sailor | feel fortunate to have had the chance to ddbeen resolved and plan to roll the rocket

Around the World it.o back to the launchpad on 19 March. The

A man who constructed his own boat in 4 earliest possible launch date is currently set

garden shed has completed an for 1 April. o

extraordinary solo journey around the globe. During a recent press briefing, NASA leaders

Adam Waugh, 61, from Angerton in highlighted both their confidence in the

Northumberland, sailed more than 28,000 mission and the significant risks involved in

nautical miles in a yacht he built himself launching a new rocket system. _

before returning safe|y to Antigua on The Artem~|s 1l CIrEW CanlStS of _three American

Monday. The voyage formed part of the astronautd Reid Wiseman, _Vlctor quver,

inaugural Mini Globe Race. and Christina Koch along with Canadian

Waugh travelled alone in his i@ot (5.8m) astronaut Jeremy Hansen. They will become

vessel, Little Wren, despite having relatively the first people to f

little sailing experience before signing up for powerful Space Launch System rocket and

the challenge. During the trip he also raised the Orion spacecraft.

£60,000 for the UK cancer charity The Ella _

Dawson Foundation. il

After spending about 250 days at sea,

Waugh said crossing the finish line brough

an immediate sense of relief and joy. ) ) )

ol thought it might Hedeseriedghg hgauty of waichingsunrise

sink in,6 he told BB sypseldioyer e REaNs alang Wit o

almost as soon as | finished, the pressuﬂ:pcounters with marlne_ wildlife includin _ '

lited and | just felt an incredible sense ofwhales, turtles, great white sharks and se _ S

el ation. o6 crocodiles.

He said the greatest test during the journe Bei ng al one at sea ot

was psychological rather than physical. time to think about Dl tos

0The boat is tiny &dldt€had JwhWekeYcdm B

enormous, 6 he expl aYalghgis beligverd,tp e the dirstt pergon

wasndt safe to st ayfrommNpithgmbgriand to saj solq aroynd t§

remain in the cabin. Spending long periods i#orld in a seHbuilt yacht under 20ft.

such a small space, especially in the heat, caypporting a Cancer Charity o

be challenging. But ¥® voyagel asg tserved asj & fungraisin

Building the Boat effort for The Ella Dawson Foundatio

Waugh began constructing Little Wren atraising £60,000. _ _

home in early 2022, spending about two The charity was e_stabllshed in memory d

years assembling the yacht in his garde,ﬁ\lewca_\stle University _student Ella Dawso

shed. The boat was eventually launched avho died from cancer in 2021 at the age of

Amble Marina in March 2024 for sea trials. o ) o o

Later that year the vessel was transported td he  organisation provides specialisThe mission is expected to last about 10

Portugal, where Waugh set off on his firstvellbeing support to young people livingdays. During that time, the astronauts will

offshore journey to Lanzarote. He theryvith cancer and currently assists more thdravel around the far side of the Modin the

completed a 3,00auticaimile solo 1,000 young adults and their families acrosside that cannot be seen from Eafth

qualifying passage to Antigua before taking the UK each year. before returning home. _ o

part in the Mini Globe Race. John Honeycutt, chair of the Artemis Il Mission

In February last year he joined 14 otherbased onhttps://www.bbc.co.uk/news/ Management Team, said the team has

competitors, each sailing identical Clasarticles/c4g8qp42rg6o By Rebecca Morelle carefully evaluated every potential risk. He

Globe 5.80 yachts, for the start of the event. Science Editor noted that historically, new rocket systems

Highs and Setbacks Artemis II: NASA Aims for Early April succeed only about half the time, but he

The adventure was not without difficulties_aunch of Crewed Moon Mission believes NASA is in a stronger position due to

During one qualifying voyage Waugh fell in NASA has announced that it is preparing tgXtensive testing and riskanagement

rough seas and broke several ribs. He alstaunch its Artemis Il mission in early Aprgtrategies. i .

lost his spinnaker pofe an important piece marking the first time astronauts will traveNASA officials also confirmed that they will

of sailing equipmerit overboard. around the Moon in over 50 years. not perform another oOwe

Despite these setbacks, he said th&he launch was originally scheduled fofest where the rocket is fully fueled and

experience was unforgettable. March, but a helium leak forced engineers téaken through a simulated launch countdown.

OThis journey push e dnovethe rdckerback te the Vetice Assembh@iStaze, acting associate administrator for
NASAGSs Exploration Sy s
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Mission Directorate, explaine¢*

wtional benen ks s e ot || UK SENDS IN ENTIRE BRITISH ARMY TO HELP THE US Il

the rocket is fueled will be during the actu

launch attempt. : 5 . Wi >
However, she cautioned that work s| ! , A[”th matey
remains before the launch date is finalize] €50, | Where do you want us?

Engineers must complete several tasks |
inside the Vehicle Assembly Building and
the launch pad.

Glaze said NASA is comfortable targeting
April as the first launch opportunity b
emphasized that the final decision w
depend on technical readiness.

The Artemis Il mission has already fad
delays. It was pushed back by two yea
after engineers discovered issues with {fg
heat shield during the first Artemis missil§
which sent the Space Launch System
Orion spacecraft to the Moon without a cre
In December 2024, NASA set a goal ( {
launching Artemis Il before the end of Ap|
2026. Officials say their current efforts ard
focused on meeting that deadline
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Based orhttps://www.msn.com/egb/ beneath the soil. In many areas where it hagarden is the easiest solution. Avoid planting
news/offbeat/thispretty-yellow-flower-inuk  spread, the flowers are sterile and do notunknown yellow oxalis varieties, decline
-lawnsis-actuallyan-invasiveweedthats produce seeds. offers of unidentified bulbs, and be cautious
incrediblyhard-to-get-rid-of/ar -AA1XUsYH Instead, the plant spreads throughwith cheap or unlabelled plants.

Story by Netmums Editorial underground structures such as rhizomé&seping tools and equipment clean can also

The Pretty Yel | o wbulbg Brid smalkhulidets thangdkow argunchelp. After working in an area where the
Over UK Lawns Is Actually a Stubborn the main plant. A single clump can producereed is present, remove soil from boots,
Invasive Weed dozens of new bulbs in one year, eachools, and wheelbarrow wheels to prevent
Across the UK, many gardeners notice gapable of forming a new plant. _ spreading bulbs to other parts of the garden.
blanket of cheerful yellow flowers appearing Garden activity can accidentally help it If the plant is already present, removing it by
in their lawns during late winter. While it maysp_read. Moving soil, digging new beds, orhand is usua_lly the best approaqh for home
look attractive at first, this plant can quicklyYSind compost from an affected area cargardeners. Dig up the plants Wh!le they are
become a serious problem in gardens. carry bulbs into new parts c_)f the garden.leafy but before they flower, makln_g sure to
The plant is Bermuda buttercup, also knom{f{lldllfe also contributes to its spread, asremove the bulbs beneath the soil. Because
as buttercup oxalis (Oxalis peaprae). irds and rodents may move the bulbs whileew shoots often appear, repeated removal
Originally introduced from South Africa as arf€ding or storing food. may be necessary.

oramental plant, it has since spread widelypnce established, Bermuda} buttercup formSor Ia_rger |nfestat|0ns,_sor_ne gard_ener_s use a
and is now considered an invasive weedd€nse mats that block sunlight and competechnique called solarisation, which involves
Once established i n Wth @earQprgagts, rRftep gcrowding ,%klgcpvgrling thg soil with clear plastic during
can be extremely difficult to remove. ornamenta_l Iowe_rs an Wllq plants_. Likesummer to heat the ground and weaken thg
How to recognise Bermuda buttercup other oxalis species, it contains oxalic acidyulbs. Some research has shown that certain
When in bloom, the plant can appear quiteM&aning it should not be eaten by children osystemic herbicides can also control the plant,
appealing. It produces tall, leafless stemdivestock. but in the UK gardeners should only use
topped with bright yellow, fivpetalled How to 9ontrol Bermuda buttercup _ _product_s approved locally and follow
flowers that open in sunlight. In many coastireventing the plant from entering yourinstructions carefully.

areas of the UK, these blooms appear
between November and April.

Closer to the ground, the plant forms a dense
patch of soft leaves. These leaves grow in
groups of three and have a small hebke
shape, giving them a similar appearance to
clover or a large shamrock. Because of this,
Bermuda buttercup is often mistaken for other
oxalis species or even ordinary clover.
Compared with creeping wood sorrel (Oxalis
corniculata), Bermuda buttercup is usually
larger, more vibrant, and spreads more
aggressively. Instead of appearing as
scattered plants, it tends to form thick, [
continuous patches across lawns and borders. [}
If you notice bright yellow flowers on tall
stems appearing early in the year above a
cloverlike layer of leaves that suddenly
seems to spread everywhere, it is likely
Bermuda buttercup.

Why it spreads so easily [
The main reason this plant is so invasive lies
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The Story Of Kate

Bush

A young female singer of
the 70s that had a ne
way of singing, and songs
so completely differen.
Watch her
iplayer.

The new generations may
have first known her dye
to her song in th

streaming series,
0Stranger

Now, shebs
comeback with a possihle
tour arranged for 2027.

sftory on BBCO3s

Thhi ngso.
pl anning a

Watch here!

Kate Bush, 1978 by EMI

Solution on next page

PRETTY GARDE®OT THE DIFFERENCE: 8 THINGS. Solution on next page

Coming to Netflix

this Friday:
The Immortal
Man

A FOLLOWON
FROM THE HIGHLY
SUCCESSFUL
SERIES.

COZY CABINSPOT THE DIFFERENCE: 8 THINGS. Solution on next page

MensaStyle Logic IQ Puzzle: The Missing
Number

Consider the following 3%3 grid:

3 8 4

6 7 5

9 2 ?

Question:

What number should replace the question
mark?

Choose one answer:

Al
B) 3
C)4
D)6
E) 8
Solution on next page
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