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Pentagon Reportedly Deploying 
Additional Warships and Marines to 
the Middle East 
The United States is reportedly reinforcing its 
military presence in the Middle East with 
additional troops and naval assets as 
operations against Iran continue. 
According to a report by the Wall Street 
Journal, U.S. Defence Secretary Pete 
Hegseth has approved a request from U.S. 
Central Command to deploy elements of an 
amphibious ready group along with a 
Marine Expeditionary Unit (MEU) to counter 
Iranian regional attacks. 
The reinforcement package is expected to 
include up to 5,000 personnel and several 
naval vessels. Among them is the amphibious 
assault ship USS Tripoli, which is currently 
travelling to the Middle East from its 
homeport in Sasebo, Japan. 
The Tripoli Amphibious Ready Group consists 
of the America-class amphibious assault ship 
USS Tripoli, the San Antonio-class amphibious 
transport dock ships USS New Orleans and 
USS San Diego, and the embarked 31st 
Marine Expeditionary Unit. 
The 31st MEU includes a ground combat 
element built around a battalion landing 
teamñan infantry battalion with supporting 
combat unitsñcomprising roughly 1,100 
Marines and sailors. 
Its aviation combat component includes tilt-

rotor aircraft, fixed-wing planes, transport 
and attack helicopters, ground support 
systems, and air defence units. The force will 
also be supported by a combat logistics 
battalion capable of sustaining operations in 
austere environments for up to 15 days. This 
unit provides medical support, supplies, and 
explosive ordnance disposal personnel, 
among other capabilities. 
As of publication, the Pentagon and U.S. 
Central Command had not responded to 
requests for comment, and the Navy 
declined to comment. 
The deployment comes less than a year after 
a Military Times report indicated that the 
readiness rate of the Navyõs amphibious 
assault ships had dropped to 41 percent, 
partly due to increased operations against 
drug cartels in Latin America and the 
Caribbean. That shortfall led to a 
deployment gap of more than five months 
for Marine Expeditionary 
Units. 
Despite these challenges, U.S. 
operations against Iran have 
intensified. U.S. Central 
Command stated Thursday 
that American forces have 
struck approximately 6,000 
targets inside Iran since the 
conflict began. The command 
also reported the destruction 
of more than 60 Iranian 
vessels and over 30 mine-
laying ships. 
Pentagon officials told 

senators during a classified briefing that the 
first six days of Operation Epic Fury cost an 
estimated $11.3 billion, according to a 
person familiar with the session. However, 
that figure did not include several other war-
related expenses, meaning the total cost is 
expected to increase. 
The conflict also saw a tragic development 
Thursday when a U.S. Air Force KC-135 
refuelling aircraft crashed during combat 
operations. All six crew members aboard 
were killed. Central Command confirmed 
that the crash was not the result of hostile or 
friendly fire. Two aircraft were reportedly 
involved in the incident, with the second 
landing safely. 
So far, 13 U.S. service members have been 
killed in combat operations, and about 140 
others have been wounded, including eight 
with severe injuries, during the first two 
weeks of Operation Epic Fury. 
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based on https://www.bbc.co.uk/news/
articles/c79505804lpo by Orla Guerin 
BBC News, Reporting from Northern Iraq 

Exiled Kurdish fighters prepare for a 
possible return to confront Iranõs 
regime 

For many Iranian Kurds living in exile, the pull 
of their homeland remains powerful. For 
Shaho Bloori, a 53-year-old Kurdish 
commander, that pull comes from both the 
living relatives he left behind and the many 
family members he lost to the Iranian 
authorities. 
Two of his sisters still live in Iran, while 18 
members of his extended family are buried 
there after being killed by the regime. 
Among them is one of his brothers ñ a 
protest singer executed when he was only 21 
years old. Bloori remembers him as someone 
who will remain òforever young.ó 
According to Bloori, his brotherõs execution 
was brutal. After being hanged, the body 
was also riddled with bullets. Even in death, 
he says, the regime caused further pain for 
their mother. 
òWhen she went to wash his body before the 
burial, she saw sixteen bullet wounds,ó Bloori 
recalls. òThey warned her not to cry. They 
said if she did, they wouldnõt allow her to 
prepare his body for burial.ó 
Despite the trauma, Bloori insists that if the 
regime collapses, he does not want revenge. 
òWhat we need is justice,ó he says. 
òExecutions must stop. Even if someone was 
responsible for my brotherõs death, I would 
not want them executed. Our goal should be 
freedom, not replacing one oppressive 
system with another.ó 
If Kurdish fighters based in Iraq eventually 
cross into western Iran to open a new front 
against the government, Bloori says his first 
act would not be military. 
òI would visit the graves of my mother, my 
father, and my brothers,ó he says quietly. òI 
would go to every friend and family member 
I lost, place flowers, and tell them that I still 
remember them and mourn them.ó The 
memory overwhelms him, and he falls silent. 
Training a new generation of fighters 
We meet Bloori in northern Iraq at a remote 

camp where Iranian Kurdish fighters are 
training. Sitting on a rock under the warm 
spring sun, he oversees preparations for a 
new group of Peshmerga ñ a term meaning 
òthose who face death.ó Two armed guards 
stand behind him as we talk. 

Soft-spoken and grey-haired, Bloori is part 
of a small opposition movement called 
Komala of the Toilers of Kurdistan, which 
recently joined other Iranian Kurdish groups 
in an alliance against Tehran. 
He says thousands of fighters are already 
organised in the mountains and waiting for 
the opportunity to return to Iran. 
òThey are ready to go home,ó he says 
confidently. òAnd that moment may come 
soon.ó 
Yet international support for such a move 
remains uncertain. US President Donald 
Trump has sent mixed signals about whether 
Kurdish forces might join a broader conflict 
involving the United States and Israel against 
Iran. At present, Kurdish involvement appears 
unlikely. 
A region caught between conflict and caution 
The Kurds are the largest stateless ethnic 
group in the Middle East, spread mainly 
across Iraq, Iran, Syria, and Turkey. Their 
history has been marked by both persecution 
and internal divisions. 
The camp we visit lies in Iraqõs autonomous 
Kurdish region. Local authorities there are 
wary of being dragged into the conflict with 
Iran and prefer to keep Iranian Kurdish 
fighters out of public view. 
After an initial failed attempt, we manage to 
reach the site. The camp sits among rugged 
mountain peaks, some still dusted with snow. 
Although beautiful, it is also vulnerable ñ a 
potential target for Iranian attacks. For 
security reasons, its exact location cannot be 
revealed. 
Just days before our arrival, drones struck an 
area about a kilometre away. Several 
people were injured, though no one was 
killed. 
The final stretch to the camp requires 
climbing a rocky hillside. At this altitude, and 
wearing heavy body armour, the climb is 

exhausting. 
When we arrive, about two dozen 
Peshmerga ñ men and women ñ line up to 
welcome us. They raise their Kalashnikov 
rifles and chant slogans. One phrase echoes 
across the mountains: òWoman, Life, 
Freedom.ó Originally a Kurdish slogan, it 
has also become a rallying cry for protest 
movements inside Iran. 
Across the surrounding hills, other fighters 
stand guard, watching the skies for 
approaching drones. On one peak, a lone 
sentry surveys the horizon with his dog 
beside him. 
Our team carries drone-detection 
equipment, similar to what journalists use in 
war zones such as Ukraine. It should alert us 
if an attack is coming and give us time to 
find cover. 
Our security adviser offers blunt 
instructions: if thereõs no shelter nearby, lie 
flat on the ground. 
Hopes and doubts about the regimeõs 
future 
During our visit, a senior Komala official, 
Amjad Hossein Panahi, arrives to meet the 
fighters. He and his wife are both 
Peshmerga. 
Panahi says he has been waiting for the 

regime to collapse since it was established 
nearly five decades ago. However, he 
believes air strikes alone will not achieve that 
outcome. 
òBombing may weaken the government,ó he 
says, òbut Iran is a large country. Air power 
alone will not bring it down. Ground forces 
are necessary, and Kurdish fighters could 
play an important role.ó 
He would like to see the United States impose 
a no-fly zone over parts of Iran. But he also 
worries that political calculations ñ including 
rising oil prices affecting American consumers 
ñ could change Washingtonõs priorities. 
òI donõt trust Trump,ó he says frankly. òHe 
could decide to end the war at any moment. 
Thatõs just my opinion. But whether itõs Trump, 
Netanyahu, or the Iranian people themselves, 
I believe the Islamic Republic is nearing its 
end.ó 
A sudden warning 
Our conversation is abruptly interrupted by a 
phone call. News arrives that another Komala 
camp in the city of Sulaymaniyah, near the 
Iranian border, has come under drone attack. 
Panahi immediately urges everyone to move. 
òWe must leave now,ó he says urgently. 
òIranian drones are attacking. This place 
could be next.ó 
He shouts instructions to the fighters. 
òSpread out! Spread out! Drones and ballistic 
missiles could be coming. Move quickly!ó 
The Peshmerga disperse across the hills, and 
we follow suit. 
For a tense period we wait, watching the sky, 
but no attack comes. Eventually we leave the 
fighters where they have long remained ñ 
positioned in the mountains, waiting for a 
chance to return home. 
If they do eventually enter the conflict, it 
could come at a heavy cost ñ not only for 
them but also for the fragile stability of 
neighbouring Iraq. 
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based on https://www.bbc.co.uk/news/
articles/cev7lepl9jgo  by  Isaac Ashe 

My Stalker Posed as Strangers Online 
and Sent Men to My Home 
òHow can someone tell you they love you 
while secretly tormenting you online?ó 
Kimberley first met Declan Guess when they 
were both at school. She was just 15. 
Guess later left mainstream education 
because of anxiety, but the two stayed in 
touch online. 
After reconnecting through Facebook, they 
spent several months messaging before 
eventually meeting again and beginning a 
relationship. Soon after they started dating, 
however, Kimberley began receiving 
unsettling messages from anonymous social 
media accounts. 
At first the messages seemed harmless, 
complimenting her appearance. But they 
quickly became more intrusive and sexual in 
tone. The people behind the accounts began 
pressuring her to send intimate photographs 

and videos. 
At the time, Kimberley had no idea that 
Guess himself was responsible for the 
messages. 
òI thought he was the one supporting me 
through it,ó she said. òI would tell him about 
what was happening, and he told me not to 
tell my family.ó 
Instead of encouraging her to seek help, 
Guess persuaded her to go along with the 
demands from the anonymous accounts. 
òHe seemed like he was comforting me,ó she 
said, òbut he was also pushing me to do what 
they asked.ó 
Guess also used emotional manipulation, 
warning that he might harm himself if she 
ever ended their relationship. 
A Long Campaign of Harassment 
The abuse continued for years and had a 
serious effect on Kimberleyõs wellbeing. She 
said the constant pressure left her struggling 
both mentally and physically. 
Eventually she shared the messages with her 
family. They began to suspect Guess was 
involved, although Kimberley initially found it 
difficult to believe someone she trusted could 
be responsible. 
Her family later asked her to test their 
suspicions by keeping the existence of a new 

online account secret from Guess. When he 
later mentioned the account in conversation, 
their concerns were confirmed. 
Although Kimberley eventually ended the 
relationship, the harassment did not stop. 
Anonymous accounts continued contacting her, 
and images she had previously been 
pressured into sending began circulating 
online. Messages were also sent to people in 
her wider community, including relatives and 
local businesses. 
Strangers Appearing at the Family Home 
Years later, the situation escalated further 
when men began arriving at Kimberleyõs 
family home. 
Her mother, Sally ñ whose name has also 
been changed ñ said the first visit seemed 
unusual but did not immediately raise alarm. 
òA young man came to the door asking for 
Kimberley,ó she said. òHe looked 
embarrassed and uncomfortable, so at first 
we didnõt think much of it.ó 
But the incidents continued. Soon more 

strangers were turning up, 
sometimes late at night. 
One visitor eventually revealed 
what had been happening. He 
showed Sally websites and 
online listings where Kimberley 
had been falsely advertised as 
offering sexual services, using 
her name, address and even 
photographs of the family home. 
òIt was shocking,ó Sally said. 
òOur address and a photo of the 
house were online. Anyone could 
see it. We felt completely 
exposed.ó 
Police Investigation 
Each incident was reported to 
police. Investigators eventually 
traced the fake online profiles to 
a network of email accounts 

connected to Guess. 
When officers examined his electronic 
devices, they discovered a large quantity of 
illegal material, including hundreds of 
indecent images involving children. 
Police said more than 500 such images were 
found during the investigation. 
Guess was arrested and later appeared 
before Leicester Crown Court. Although a 
trial had been scheduled, he admitted the 

offences on the first day of proceedings. 
Sentence 
In February, Guess ñ now 24 ñ was 
sentenced to three and a half years in prison 
for stalking and distributing indecent images. 
He was also placed on the sex offenders 
register and given additional court orders 
preventing him from contacting Kimberley. 
Police said the case had been particularly 
complex and praised Kimberley and her 
family for their courage in reporting the 
abuse. 
Officers also believe other victims may exist 
and have urged anyone affected to come 
forward. 
Living With the Aftermath 
For Kimberley, the experience has left a 
lasting impact. 
òItõs made trusting people very difficult,ó she 
said. 
òHow can someone say they love you and at 
the same time be the person behind 
something like this?ó 
Despite everything she has been through, 
Kimberley hopes speaking publicly about the 
case will encourage others who have 
experienced similar abuse to seek help. 
 
based on https://www.theguardian.com/uk-
news/2026/mar/13/sadiq-khan-may-give-
up-armoured-car-clampdown-suvs-london 
by Gwyn Topham Transport correspondent 

Sadiq Khan Could Drop Armoured Car 
Amid Proposed Restrictions on SUVs 
London mayor Sadiq Khan has suggested he 
may stop using an armoured vehicle as part 
of wider efforts to discourage the use of 
large SUVs in the capital. 
Khan said he would ask the Metropolitan 
Police to review the vehicle used for his 
official protection, indicating he would 
support switching to a smaller car if evidence 
shows larger vehicles increase the risk of 
serious harm on the roads. 
Transport for London (TfL) and City Hall are 
currently examining possible measures to 
tackle the growing number of SUVs in 
London. Options under consideration include 
introducing additional charges for larger 
vehicles. The aim would be to address 
concerns about road safety, congestion and 
the strain such vehicles place on parking 
spaces. 
Citing early research, Khan said bigger SUVs 
pose greater dangers in collisions. 
òInitial evidence suggests that large SUVs are 
more likely to kill a child if a collision occurs,ó 
he said. 
Although Khan does not personally own an 
SUV, his mayoral duties mean he is often 
transported in an armoured police vehicle 
accompanied by protection officers. 
Acknowledging this, the mayor said he would 
encourage police to consider whether a 
smaller vehicle could be used. 
òOf course I currently have an armoured 
vehicle,ó Khan said. òBut if the evidence 
shows the risks associated with larger 
vehicles, thatõs a message Iõll also be passing 
on to the police.ó 
He added that everyone ñ including public 
officials ñ should reflect on the dangers 

Guess 
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posed by bigger vehicles on city streets. 
Khan made the remarks in east London while 
unveiling an updated Vision Zero strategy 
aimed at eliminating deaths on the capitalõs 
roads. He stressed that any policy changes 
would only follow further analysis and 
consultation. 
However, he said existing research raised 
significant concerns. 
òIf a child is hit by a large SUV they are 
about 77% more likely to die,ó he said. òFor 
children under nine, the risk is roughly three 
times higher. Thatõs something we have to 
take seriously.ó 
The mayor has asked TfL to assess the 
broader effects SUVs are having across the 
city, including their impact on traffic flow. 
òThereõs been a huge rise in people buying 
these bigger vehicles in London,ó he said. 
òBut London isnõt a place with farms or off-
road driving where youõd expect to need 
them.ó 
Khan warned that the increasing size of 
vehicles on the roads could also disrupt 
public transport. 
In some areas, he said, SUVs are so wide 
that two vehicles struggle to pass each other 
on narrower streets, potentially slowing bus 
services. 
Parking is another challenge, with many SUVs 
exceeding the size of standard spaces. 
òParking bays were not designed for vehicles 
this large,ó Khan said. òSometimes a single 
SUV takes up more than the space allocated 
to it.ó 
He added that many of Londonõs streets 
were simply not built to accommodate larger 
cars. 
òLondon wasnõt designed with large SUVs in 
mind,ó he said. 
TfLõs chief safety, health and environment 
officer, Lilli Matson, said the organisation 
was continuing to collect data but had 
identified a worrying pattern of particularly 
severe collisions involving SUVs. 
 
based on https://www.bbc.co.uk/news/
articles/c89kjql73kqo  By Joshua Nevett 
Political reporter 

Doomed hereditary peers spy chance 
to stay in the Lords 
Hereditary Peers Face End of Their Role ñ 
But Some May Stay 
A centuries-old tradition in the House of Lords 
is nearing its end after legislation passed this 
week to remove the automatic right of 
hereditary peers to sit in Parliament. 
The House of Lords (Hereditary Peers) Bill 
will abolish the remaining 92 hereditary 
seats once the current parliamentary session 
concludes, which is expected to happen in 
May. 
However, a last-minute compromise could 
allow a small number of those peers to 
remain in the chamber. Under the 
arrangement, some hereditary members may 
be nominated for life peerages ñ a move 
one departing peer described as offering 
access to a òhereditary lifeboató. 
The Conservatives have been offered the 
chance to retain up to 15 hereditary peers if 
they are converted into life peers, meaning 
they could continue to participate in 

legislative work. In return, the party would 
need to encourage some existing life peers 
to retire. 
A number of crossbench hereditary peers, 
who sit independently of political parties, 
could also be considered. 
Ultimately, the decision over who receives a 
life peerage lies with the prime minister. 
Before that stage, however, parties will 
decide which individuals they wish to put 
forward. 
Among Conservatives, recommendations will 
come from the partyõs leadership in the Lords 
before being passed to party leader Kemi 
Badenoch, who will have the final say on 
nominations. 
Some Peers Accepting the Change 

Not everyone intends to seek a place 
through the new arrangement. 
Charles Courtenay, the Earl of Devon, has 
ruled out pursuing a life peerage. 
òI donõt think hereditary privilege should be 
used to bargain for a permanent seat in the 
Lords,ó he said. òI donõt think that would be 
appropriate.ó 
Courtenay joined the upper chamber in 
2018 after inheriting a title that dates back 
to 1142. Although he previously argued 
against removing hereditary peers from 
Parliament, he said he now accepts the 
outcome. 
òIf the country has decided that the 
hereditary principle is wrong, we shouldnõt 
try to use it to hold on to our seats,ó he said. 
The Earl added that his familyõs long history 
ñ which includes ancestors executed for 
treason centuries ago ñ had put the current 
political change into perspective. 
òWeõve been through a lot as a family,ó he 
said. òThereõs no point resisting progress. We 
simply move on.ó 
Another departing member, Lord Bethell, 
who served as a Conservative health minister 
during the Covid-19 pandemic, has also said 
he will step down rather than seek a life 
peerage. 
Writing on LinkedIn, he said he would not 
attempt to join what he called the 

òhereditary lifeboató and instead 
looked forward to pursuing new 
opportunities outside Parliament. 
Conservatives Likely to Nominate Some 
Members 
Despite some peers stepping aside, there is 
no shortage of potential candidates among 
Conservative hereditary members who might 
be nominated to remain. 
Those serving on the Conservative frontbench 
in the Lords are seen as particularly strong 
contenders. They include figures such as 
Viscount Camrose, Viscount Younger of 
Leckie, the Earl of Minto, Earl Howe, the Earl 
of Courtown and the Earl of Effingham. 
Former Conservative Lords leader Lord 
Strathclyde has also been mentioned as a 

possible candidate. 
Lord Salisbury, himself a hereditary peer 
who left the chamber in 2017, said many 
hereditary members were disappointed 
about the change after years of service. 
But he welcomed the compromise that may 
allow some to continue their work. 
òIõm pleased that a number of hereditary 
peers may receive life peerages under the 
agreement reached with the government,ó he 
said, adding that some of them continue to 
make valuable contributions to the chamber. 
Several Conservative hereditary peers 
contacted by the BBC declined to comment 
publicly, with one describing the situation as 
òvery sensitiveó. 
Within the Lords itself, some members 
believe hereditary peers have often been 
e f fec t i ve  lawmake rs ,  so me t ime s 
outperforming appointees who entered the 
chamber through political patronage. 
Marking the change, the Lord Speaker paid 
tribute to their service. 
òRegardless of peopleõs views on this reform, 
it is sad to see colleagues leave who have 
contributed greatly to debate, scrutiny and 
the institutional memory of the House,ó he 
said. 
Debate Over Hereditary Privilege 
Outside the Lords, however, many argue that 
inherited seats in Parliament are 
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incompatible with modern democracy. 
Labourõs 2024 election manifesto pledged to 
remove the right of hereditary peers to sit 
and vote in the House of Lords. 
Dr Jess Garland of the Electoral Reform 
Society said allowing some hereditary peers 
to return as life peers risked undermining that 
promise. 
òThere should be no place in a modern 
democracy for people shaping laws simply 
because of their family background,ó she 

said. 
She argued that the compromise could 
appear to the public as hereditary peers 
returning òby the back dooró. 
A Long History of Survival 
Hereditary peers have survived numerous 
attempts to remove them over the centuries. 
During the English Civil War in the 17th 
century, Parliament abolished the House of 
Lords entirely, declaring it òuseless and 
dangerous to the people of Englandó. Yet the 

chamber was later restored. 
More recently, former prime minister Tony 
Blair removed more than 600 hereditary 
peers in 1999, though a compromise allowed 
92 to remain. 
If some of the current hereditary peers secure 
life peerages, they may once again 
postpone the final end of hereditary 
representation in the upper chamber ñ 
extending a tradition that has already 
endured for centuries. 

based on based on https://www.bbc.co.uk/
news/articles/cdr244zx10yo 

Home-Built Yacht Carries Solo Sailor 
Around the World 
A man who constructed his own boat in a 
garden shed has completed an 
extraordinary solo journey around the globe. 
Adam Waugh, 61, from Angerton in 
Northumberland, sailed more than 28,000 
nautical miles in a yacht he built himself 
before returning safely to Antigua on 
Monday. The voyage formed part of the 
inaugural Mini Globe Race. 
Waugh travelled alone in his 19-foot (5.8m) 
vessel, Little Wren, despite having relatively 
little sailing experience before signing up for 
the challenge. During the trip he also raised 
£60,000 for the UK cancer charity The Ella 
Dawson Foundation. 
After spending about 250 days at sea, 
Waugh said crossing the finish line brought 
an immediate sense of relief and joy. 
òI thought it might take some time to really 
sink in,ó he told BBC Radio Newcastle. òBut 
almost as soon as I finished, the pressure 
lifted and I just felt an incredible sense of 
elation.ó 
He said the greatest test during the journey 
was psychological rather than physical. 
òThe boat is tiny and the waves can be 
enormous,ó he explained. òQuite often it 
wasnõt safe to stay outside, so I had to 
remain in the cabin. Spending long periods in 
such a small space, especially in the heat, can 
be challenging. But you adapt to it.ó 
Building the Boat 
Waugh began constructing Little Wren at 
home in early 2022, spending about two 
years assembling the yacht in his garden 
shed. The boat was eventually launched at 
Amble Marina in March 2024 for sea trials. 
Later that year the vessel was transported to 
Portugal, where Waugh set off on his first 
offshore journey to Lanzarote. He then 
completed a 3,000-nautical-mile solo 
qualifying passage to Antigua before taking 
part in the Mini Globe Race. 
In February last year he joined 14 other 
competitors, each sailing identical Class 
Globe 5.80 yachts, for the start of the event. 
Highs and Setbacks 
The adventure was not without difficulties. 
During one qualifying voyage Waugh fell in 
rough seas and broke several ribs. He also 
lost his spinnaker pole ñ an important piece 
of sailing equipment ñ overboard. 
Despite these setbacks, he said the 
experience was unforgettable. 
òThis journey pushed me further than I ever 

expected,ó he said. òThere were incredible 
moments and also some very tough times, but 
I feel fortunate to have had the chance to do 
it.ó 

He described the beauty of watching sunrises 
and sunsets over the ocean, along with 
encounters with marine wildlife including 
whales, turtles, great white sharks and sea 
crocodiles. 
òBeing alone at sea also gives you a lot of 
time to think about life,ó he added. òItõs been 
quite a journey in every sense.ó 
Waugh is believed to be the first person 
from Northumberland to sail solo around the 
world in a self-built yacht under 20ft. 
Supporting a Cancer Charity 
The voyage also served as a fundraising 
effort for The Ella Dawson Foundation, 
raising £60,000. 
The charity was established in memory of 
Newcastle University student Ella Dawson, 
who died from cancer in 2021 at the age of 
24. 
The organisation provides specialist 
wellbeing support to young people living 
with cancer and currently assists more than 
1,000 young adults and their families across 
the UK each year. 
 
based on https://www.bbc.co.uk/news/
articles/c4g8qp42rq6o  By Rebecca Morelle 
Science Editor 

Artemis II: NASA Aims for Early April 
Launch of Crewed Moon Mission 
NASA has announced that it is preparing to 
launch its Artemis II mission in early April, 
marking the first time astronauts will travel 
around the Moon in over 50 years. 
The launch was originally scheduled for 
March, but a helium leak forced engineers to 
move the rocket back to the Vehicle Assembly 

Building at Cape Canaveral, Florida, for 
repairs. NASA officials say the issue has now 
been resolved and plan to roll the rocket 
back to the launchpad on 19 March. The 
earliest possible launch date is currently set 
for 1 April. 
During a recent press briefing, NASA leaders 
highlighted both their confidence in the 
mission and the significant risks involved in 
launching a new rocket system. 
The Artemis II crew consists of three American 
astronauts ñ Reid Wiseman, Victor Glover, 
and Christina Koch ñ along with Canadian 
astronaut Jeremy Hansen. They will become 
the first people to fly aboard NASAõs 
powerful Space Launch System rocket and 
the Orion spacecraft. 

The mission is expected to last about 10 
days. During that time, the astronauts will 
travel around the far side of the Moon ñ the 
side that cannot be seen from Earth ñ 
before returning home. 
John Honeycutt, chair of the Artemis II Mission 
Management Team, said the team has 
carefully evaluated every potential risk. He 
noted that historically, new rocket systems 
succeed only about half the time, but he 
believes NASA is in a stronger position due to 
extensive testing and risk-management 
strategies. 
NASA officials also confirmed that they will 
not perform another òwet dress rehearsal,ó a 
test where the rocket is fully fueled and 
taken through a simulated launch countdown. 
Lori Glaze, acting associate administrator for 
NASAõs Exploration Systems Development 
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Mission Directorate, explained 
that the test would provide little 

additional benefit at this stage. The next time 
the rocket is fueled will be during the actual 
launch attempt. 
However, she cautioned that work still 
remains before the launch date is finalized. 
Engineers must complete several tasks both 
inside the Vehicle Assembly Building and at 
the launch pad. 
Glaze said NASA is comfortable targeting 1 
April as the first launch opportunity but 
emphasized that the final decision will 
depend on technical readiness. 
The Artemis II mission has already faced 
delays. It was pushed back by two years 
after engineers discovered issues with the 
heat shield during the first Artemis mission, 
which sent the Space Launch System and 
Orion spacecraft to the Moon without a crew. 
In December 2024, NASA set a goal of 
launching Artemis II before the end of April 
2026. Officials say their current efforts are 
focused on meeting that deadline 
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Based on https://www.msn.com/en-gb/
news/offbeat/this-pretty-yellow-flower-in-uk
-lawns-is-actually-an-invasive-weed-that-s-
incredibly-hard-to-get-rid-of/ar -AA1XUsYH 
Story by Netmums Editorial 

The Pretty Yellow òFloweró Taking 
Over UK Lawns Is Actually a Stubborn 
Invasive Weed 
Across the UK, many gardeners notice a 
blanket of cheerful yellow flowers appearing 
in their lawns during late winter. While it may 
look attractive at first, this plant can quickly 
become a serious problem in gardens. 
The plant is Bermuda buttercup, also known 
as buttercup oxalis (Oxalis pes-caprae). 
Originally introduced from South Africa as an 
ornamental plant, it has since spread widely 
and is now considered an invasive weed. 
Once established in the UKõs mild climate, it 
can be extremely difficult to remove. 
How to recognise Bermuda buttercup 
When in bloom, the plant can appear quite 
appealing. It produces tall, leafless stems 
topped with bright yellow, five-petalled 
flowers that open in sunlight. In many coastal 
areas of the UK, these blooms appear 
between November and April. 
Closer to the ground, the plant forms a dense 
patch of soft leaves. These leaves grow in 
groups of three and have a small heart-like 
shape, giving them a similar appearance to 
clover or a large shamrock. Because of this, 
Bermuda buttercup is often mistaken for other 
oxalis species or even ordinary clover. 
Compared with creeping wood sorrel (Oxalis 
corniculata), Bermuda buttercup is usually 
larger, more vibrant, and spreads more 
aggressively. Instead of appearing as 
scattered plants, it tends to form thick, 
continuous patches across lawns and borders. 
If you notice bright yellow flowers on tall 
stems appearing early in the year above a 
clover-like layer of leaves that suddenly 
seems to spread everywhere, it is likely 
Bermuda buttercup. 
Why it spreads so easily 
The main reason this plant is so invasive lies 

beneath the soil. In many areas where it has 
spread, the flowers are sterile and do not 
produce seeds. 
Instead, the plant spreads through 
underground structures such as rhizomes, 
bulbs, and small bulblets that grow around 
the main plant. A single clump can produce 
dozens of new bulbs in one year, each 
capable of forming a new plant. 
Garden activity can accidentally help it 
spread. Moving soil, digging new beds, or 
using compost from an affected area can 
carry bulbs into new parts of the garden. 
Wildlife also contributes to its spread, as 
birds and rodents may move the bulbs while 
feeding or storing food. 
Once established, Bermuda buttercup forms 
dense mats that block sunlight and compete 
with nearby plants, often crowding out 
ornamental flowers and wild plants. Like 
other oxalis species, it contains oxalic acid, 
meaning it should not be eaten by children or 
livestock. 
How to control Bermuda buttercup 
Preventing the plant from entering your 

garden is the easiest solution. Avoid planting 
unknown yellow oxalis varieties, decline 
offers of unidentified bulbs, and be cautious 
with cheap or unlabelled plants. 
Keeping tools and equipment clean can also 
help. After working in an area where the 
weed is present, remove soil from boots, 
tools, and wheelbarrow wheels to prevent 
spreading bulbs to other parts of the garden. 
If the plant is already present, removing it by 
hand is usually the best approach for home 
gardeners. Dig up the plants while they are 
leafy but before they flower, making sure to 
remove the bulbs beneath the soil. Because 
new shoots often appear, repeated removal 
may be necessary. 
For larger infestations, some gardeners use a 
technique called solarisation, which involves 
covering the soil with clear plastic during 
summer to heat the ground and weaken the 
bulbs. Some research has shown that certain 
systemic herbicides can also control the plant, 
but in the UK gardeners should only use 
products approved locally and follow 
instructions carefully. 

http:/ragged-rag.net
https://www.facebook.com/profile.php?id=61588419656141
https://ragged-rag.net
https://www.msn.com/en-gb/news/offbeat/this-pretty-yellow-flower-in-uk-lawns-is-actually-an-invasive-weed-that-s-incredibly-hard-to-get-rid-of/ar-AA1XUsYH
https://www.msn.com/en-gb/news/offbeat/this-pretty-yellow-flower-in-uk-lawns-is-actually-an-invasive-weed-that-s-incredibly-hard-to-get-rid-of/ar-AA1XUsYH
https://www.msn.com/en-gb/news/offbeat/this-pretty-yellow-flower-in-uk-lawns-is-actually-an-invasive-weed-that-s-incredibly-hard-to-get-rid-of/ar-AA1XUsYH
https://www.msn.com/en-gb/news/offbeat/this-pretty-yellow-flower-in-uk-lawns-is-actually-an-invasive-weed-that-s-incredibly-hard-to-get-rid-of/ar-AA1XUsYH


http://ragged-rag.net The truth is here, not out there! THE RAGGED-RAG 

Page 7 ragged-rag.net 

Mensa-Style Logic IQ Puzzle: The Missing 
Number 
 

Consider the following 3×3 grid: 
 
3 8 4 
6 7 5 
9 2 ? 
 

Question: 
What number should replace the question 
mark? 
 

Choose one answer: 
 

A) 1 
B) 3 
C) 4 
D) 6 
E) 8 
Solution on next page 

COZY CABIN -SPOT THE DIFFERENCE: 8 THINGS. Solution on next page 

PRETTY GARDEN -SPOT THE DIFFERENCE: 8 THINGS. Solution on next page 

Solution on next page 

The Story Of Kate 
Bush 
A young female singer of 
the 70s that had a new 
way of singing, and songs 
so completely different. 
Watch her story on BBCõs 
iplayer. 
 

The new generations may 
have first known her due 
to her song in the 
s t r e a m i n g  s e r i e s , 
òStranger Thingsó. 
 

Now, sheõs planning a 
comeback with a possible 
tour arranged for 2027. 
 
Watch here! 

Coming to Netflix 
this Friday: 
The Immortal 
Man 
 
A FOLLOW-ON 
FROM THE HIGHLY 
SUCCESSFUL 
SERIES. 

Kate Bush, 1978 by EMI 
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