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President Donald Trump ready to use 
the U.S. Navy to escort oil tankers  
President Donald Trump is ready to use the 
U.S. Navy to escort oil tankers through the 
Strait of Hormuz as the war against Iran 
rages, but providing safe passage to the 
volume of traffic that typically passes 
through the waterway will prove challenging. 
U.S. oil prices have surged 28% to above 
$86 a barrel this week as Iran attacks 
tankers, effectively bringing ship traffic 
through the Strait to a standstill. Brent crude 
is up 22% this week to $89 a barrel. 
Global benchmark Brent would shoot above 
$100 per barrel if the waterway is closed 
for a prolonged period, Wall Street analysts 
say. At that level, oil prices could tip the 
global economy into a recession, they say. 
The narrow Strait is the only way for tankers 
to enter and exit the Persian Gulf. More than 
14 million barrels per day of crude passed 
through the Strait in 2025, about a third of 
all the oil that is exported by ship 
worldwide, according to energy consulting 
firm Kpler. 
100 a day 
About 100 tankers and cargo vessels pass 
through the Strait daily under normal 
conditions, said Matt Smith, an oil analyst at 
Kpler, and about 400 tankers are currently 
stuck in the Gulf due to the war. 
òThereõs hundreds and hundreds of vessels 
still in the Mideast Gulf,ó said Matt Wright, 
a senior freight analyst, also at Kpler. The 
U.S. Navy would take òan inordinate amount 
of time to escort them even a few at a time.ó 
Trumpõs promise to escort tankers if 
necessary, and provide political risk 
insurance to their owners, helped calm the oil 
market Tuesday and Wednesday. 

President Trump: U.S. Navy will escort 
tankers through Strait of Hormuz if necessary 
But prices surged Thursday after Iran said it 
attacked a tanker with a missile. The British 
Navy, meanwhile, reported a large 
explosion at a tanker anchored in Iraqi 
territorial waters. 
Enough ships 
òA key question will be whether there are 
enough Navy assets to both escort ships as 
well as continue operations against Iran,ó 
Helima Croft, head of global commodity 
strategy at RBC Capital Markets, told clients 
in a Tuesday note. 
Insurance isnõt really the issue for ship 
owners, Wright at Kpler said. Tankers are 
not moving because they are worried about 
their physical security, he said, and ship 
owners will need to a see a sustained period 
without attacks to venture through the Strait 
again. 
The urgency to recover oil flows from the 
Gulf is high, Wright said. But òthere needs to 
be some confidence that Iranõs ability to 

continue to wage war has diminished,ó the 
analyst said. 
Houthi militants in Yemen disrupted Red Sea 
traffic with missile attacks for more than a 
year, starting in late 2023. òTheyõre nothing 
compared to the sophistication of the 
Iranians, so it is a very different, threat,ó 
Wright said. 
U.S. naval escorts help at the margin but by 
themselves will not re-open the Strait, 
Rapidan Energy analysts said in a note on 
Wednesday. Instead, the U.S. needs to 
systematically degrade Iranõs military 
capabilities, which takes time, they said. 
1980s war 
The U.S. Navy escorted tankers through the 
Strait in 1987 when commercial vessels 
became targets during the Iran-Iraq war, 
said Croft. But the U.S. military at that time 
was not simultaneously waging war against 
the regime in Tehran and guaranteeing safe 
passage to ships, she said. 
Energy Secretary Chris Wright said 
Wednesday that the Trump administration 
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will provide naval escorts òas soon as we 
can.ó 
òRight now our Navy and our military is 
focused on other things, which is disarming 
this Iranian regime thatõs been striking out at 
all of its neighbors and Americans in every 
way it can,ó Wright told Fox News. 
òIn the not too distant future, weõll be able to 
use the Navy to get energy flowing again, 
but in the meantime markets are very well 
supplied,ó he said. 
No timeline 
The Trump administration does not have a 
timeline for when the Strait will be safe for 
commercial shipping again, White House 
press secretary Karoline Leavitt told 
reporters Wednesday. 
òI donõt want to commit to a timeline, but 
certainly itõs something that is being 
calculated actively by both the Department 
of War and the Department of Energy,ó 
Leavitt said during a briefing. 
The longer tankers are penned into the Gulf, 
the bigger the problem becomes for the 
global oil market, according to analysts. 
The Gulf countries could exhaust their storage 
capacity as barrels build up with nowhere to 
go, said Natasha Kaneva, head of global 
commodities research at JPMorgan. That will 
force them to shut down production, 
potentially spiking Brent to $120 per barrel, 
Kaneva said in a Sunday note. 
Iraqi officials told Reuters on Tuesday that 
Iraq has already cut production by 1.5 
million barrels per day as it runs out of 
storage due to the Hormuz closure. 
Production shutdowns could double in four 
days, Kaneva said Tuesday. 
òWith the Strait of Hormuz still inactive, the 
clock is ticking,ó Kaneva said. 
 
 
based on https://www.lovemoney.com/
gallerylist/92260/the-richest-world-leaders-
today-and-how-they-made-their-money  by 
Alice Cattley 

The worldõs richest political leaders 
and where their wealth comes from 
Many of todayõs political leaders wield not 
only enormous influence but also considerable 
personal wealth. While some fortunes are 
well documented, others remain opaque, with 
estimates based on leaked records, financial 
disclosures or investigative reports. 
The list of the wealthiest leaders includes 
heads of government from both rich and 
developing nations, with fortunes built 
through business, property, investments and 
family wealth. 
Among those with relatively modest fortunes 
is Venezuelaõs Nicolás Maduro, whose 
wealth is estimated at around $2 million. A 
former bus driver and union leader, Maduro 
has governed the country since 2013, during 
a period marked by economic crisis and 
allegations of corruption. 
Malaysiaõs Prime Minister Anwar Ibrahim 
has declared assets worth roughly $2.4 
million, much of it tied up in property and 
land. He previously pledged to limit 
government spending and even refused to 
use an official luxury car purchased by a 
predecessor convicted of corruption. 

In the Philippines, President Ferdinand 
òBongbongó Marcos Jr reported assets 
worth about $3.5 million, though some 
estimates suggest his familyõs wealth could be 
far higher due to the vast fortune 
accumulated during his fatherõs rule. 
Singaporeõs prime minister Lawrence Wong 
is estimated to have a net worth of around 
$5 million, and also receives one of the 
highest salaries of any head of government 
globally. 
Further up the list is Ukraineõs President 
Volodymyr Zelensky, whose 
fortune has been estimated at 
about $20 million, largely 
earned during his career as a 
comedian, actor and television 
producer before entering 
politics. 
Canadaõs Mark Carney, a 
former central banker and 
investment banker, is believed 
to have assets exceeding $21 
million, accumulated during his 
time in finance and public 
service. 
Franceõs Emmanuel Macron, 
once an investment banker at 
Rothschild, has a reported net 
worth of around $31 million. 
Several leaders have amassed 
far greater fortunes through 
business holdings. Kenyaõs 
President William Ruto is 
estimated to be worth about 
$400 million, much of it tied to 
property and hospitality 
investments, while South Africaõs 
Cyril Ramaphosa built a 
fortune through mining and investment 
companies before entering politics, with 
wealth estimated at around $450 million. 
Some leaders are believed to control vast 

economic networks linked to the state. 
Rwandaõs Paul Kagame, T¿rkiyeõs Recep 
Tayyip Erdoĵan, and Azerbaijanõs Ilham 
Aliyev are each estimated to have fortunes 
of roughly $500 million, although the exact 
sources and size of their wealth remain 

disputed. 
At the top end of the list are leaders whose 
wealth estimates are far higher. Chinaõs Xi 
Jinping is thought to have family-linked 
investments that could place his wealth at 
around $1.5 billion, though the true figure is 
unclear. 
North Korean leader Kim Jong Un is widely 
believed to control assets worth about $5 
billion, reportedly held in foreign accounts 
and investments. 
In the United States, Donald Trump ranks 

among the richest leaders currently in power, 
with an estimated fortune of $7.2 billion, 
built through real estate, media ventures and 
more recently crypto currency businesses. 
Belarusian president Alexander Lukashenko 
has long been suspected of controlling vast 
hidden assets, with some estimates placing his 
wealth at around $9 billion, though he denies 
the claims. 
The most controversial estimate concerns 
Russiaõs Vladimir Putin, whose personal 
wealth has been the subject of intense 
speculation. Some analysts believe his fortune 
could reach $200 billion, though official 
disclosures show only modest earnings and 
limited assets. Investigations and leaks have 
linked members of his inner circle to extensive 
offshore holdings and luxury properties. 
Despite the uncertainty surrounding many of 
these figures, the wealth of global leaders 
continues to attract scrutiny, raising questions 
about transparency, political power and the 
sources of personal fortune. 
 
based on  https://www.independent.co.uk/
news/science/pandemic-virus-lab-leak-
natural-b2935264.html  by Vishwam 
Sankaran 
Study finds most pandemic viruses 
emerged naturally ð with one notable 
exception 
A new study suggests that most viruses 
responsible for major pandemics originated 
through natural transmission from animals to 
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humans, with little evidence that they 
required significant adaptation before 
spreading among people. 
Researchers analysing past outbreaks found 
that many zoonotic viruses ñ those that move 
from wildlife into humans ñ already 

possessed the ability to infect and spread 
between people before the first recorded 
cases. 
The findings challenge a long-standing 
assumption that such viruses typically need to 
develop special mutations in animals before 
they can transmit efficiently between humans. 

Instead, scientists found that genetic changes 
linked to human adaptation usually appear 
only after the virus has already jumped 
species and begun circulating among people. 
The research, published in the journal Cell, 
analysed the genetic histories of several 

major pathogens, including influenza A, 
Ebola, Marburg, mpox, SARS-CoV and SARS
-CoV-2, the virus responsible for Covid-19. 
According to study co-author Joel Wertheim, 
an evolutionary biologist at the University of 
California, San Diego, the results offer insight 
into the ongoing debate about the origins of 

Covid-19. 
òFrom an evolutionary standpoint, we found 
no evidence that SARS-CoV-2 was shaped 
by laboratory selection or long-term 
evolution in another host before appearing in 
humans,ó he said. 
Scientists say the absence of such genetic 
signals supports the theory that Covid-19 
most likely arose through a natural spillover 
event from animals. 
òIf a virus had been extensively handled or 
altered in a laboratory before an outbreak, 
we would expect to see clear traces of that 
in its evolutionary record,ó Wertheim 
explained. òIn nearly all the pandemics we 
studied, that signal simply wasnõt present.ó 
However, the study identified one notable 
exception. 
The 1977 H1N1 influenza outbreak, often 
called the òRussian flu,ó reappeared almost 
identical to a strain that had circulated two 
decades earlier. Researchers say this unusual 
genetic stability is difficult to explain through 
natural evolution. 
The strain first appeared in the Soviet Union 
in 1977 and spread globally until 1979. 
Evidence suggests it may have originated 
from a laboratory source, possibly linked to 
a failed vaccine experiment. 
òOur analysis provides new molecular 
evidence supporting the long-held suspicion 
that the 1977 H1N1 outbreak was triggered 
by a laboratory strain,ó Wertheim said. 
Researchers say their findings could help 
scientists better distinguish between 
outbreaks caused by natural spillovers and 
those potentially linked to laboratory 
accidents. 
The goal, they add, is not only to understand 
past pandemics but also to improve 
preparedness for future ones. 

based on   https://www.theguardian.com/
law/2026/mar/10/lawyers -urge-keir-
starmer-rethink-plans-cut-jury-trials 
Ben Quinn Political correspondent 
Thousands of lawyers call on Starmer to 
reconsider plans to limit jury trials 
More than 3,000 lawyers have urged Prime 
Minister Keir Starmer to reconsider 
government proposals that would reduce the 
number of jury trials in England and Wales, 
warning the changes are òunpopular and 
insufficiently supported by evidenceó. 
The letter, signed by around 3,200 legal 
professionals including 300 senior barristers, 
comes as the government faces the possibility 
of its most significant Labour backbench 
rebellion since taking office. 
Critics argue the reforms would remove the 
right to a jury trial in cases expected to carry 
sentences of up to three years. The Bar 
Council, which organised the letter, said while 
lawyers support efforts to reduce delays in 
the criminal justice system, juries are not 
responsible for the current crisis. 
They pointed instead to years of 
underfunding as the main cause of the 
backlog in the courts. 
The issue has divided Labour MPs. 
Backbencher Karl Turner, who previously led 
a group of 38 MPs calling on the government 

to drop the proposals, said he remained 
unconvinced after meeting Justice Secretary 
David Lammy to discuss the issue. 
The Conservatives plan to force a 
parliamentary vote to block the billõs second 

reading, although the scale of Labour 
opposition remains uncertain. More than 65 
Labour MPs are believed to be considering 
voting against the measure, though some may 
abstain initially and oppose it later in the 
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legislative process. 
Defending the reforms, Lammy warned that 
without action the growing Crown Court 
backlog, which has risen from around 38,000 
cases in 2019 to nearly 80,000, will leave 
victims waiting years for justice. 
He told MPs that delays in the system risk 
allowing offenders to remain free while 
cases remain unresolved. 
However, opponents argue the proposals 
could undermine a long-standing legal 
safeguard. Shadow justice secretary Nick 
Timothy said trial by jury is a fundamental 
protection for citizens and accused the 
government of weakening it rather than 
addressing deeper problems in the court 
system. 
The plans have also drawn criticism from Jo 
Hamilton, one of the former sub-postmasters 
wrongly convicted in the Post Office Horizon 
scandal. She warned that limiting jury trials 
could reduce trust in the justice system and 
increase the risk of miscarriages of justice. 
In their letter to the prime minister, lawyers 
stressed they supported efforts to reduce 
court delays but argued the proposed 
changes were not the solution. 
òThe criminal justice system is in crisis,ó the 
signatories wrote, òbut juries did not cause 
that crisis.ó 
 
based on https://www.archyde.com/
legionnaires-disease-outbreak-london-
investigation-ukhsa/ 
by Dr. Priya Deshmukh - Senior Editor, Health 
Legionnairesõ disease cases investigated in 
parts of London 
Health officials are investigating a rise in 
cases of Legionnairesõ disease in north-west 
and south-west London. The UK Health 
Security Agency (UKHSA) confirmed on 
March 8, 2026, that it is examining a 
possible cluster of infections in the capital. 
Authorities say the overall risk to the public 
remains low, but investigations are underway 
to determine whether the cases are 
connected and to identify the source of the 
bacteria. 
Legionnairesõ disease is a serious form of 
pneumonia caused by Legionella bacteria. 
People usually become infected by breathing 
in tiny droplets of contaminated water. The 
bacteria can develop in poorly maintained 
water systems such as air conditioning units, 
cooling towers, showers and taps. Most 
patients require hospital treatment. 
Around 300 cases of the disease are 
recorded each year in England and Wales, 
but the recent increase in London has 
prompted a focused public health response. 
Symptoms and transmission 
The illness typically begins with flu-like 
symptoms, including fever, muscle pain, 
fatigue, headaches and a dry cough. Early 
diagnosis and treatment with antibiotics are 
important to prevent complications. 
Legionnairesõ disease is rarely passed from 
person to person, meaning outbreaks are 
usually linked to exposure to contaminated 
water sources rather than direct contact. 
Dr Janice Lo, a consultant in health protection 
at the UKHSA, said investigators are still 

working to determine whether the cases 
share a common origin. 

òAt this stage we have not confirmed 
a single source, but we are carrying 
out further investigations with partner 
organisations that will help us 
understand the situation more 
clearly,ó she said. 
Health officials are speaking with 
patients and their families to track 
where they have recently travelled or 
spent time, in an effort to identify 
possible shared exposure points. 
Water system checks underway 
As part of the response, authorities 
are reviewing water systems in the 
affected areas, including cooling 
towers and large building plumbing 
networks that could potentially 
harbour the bacteria. 
The UKHSA has also reminded building 
managers and maintenance teams of the 
importance of regularly monitoring and 
treating water systems to prevent the growth 
of Legionella bacteria. Measures such as 
testing water supplies and using disinfectants 
like chlorine can reduce the risk of 
contamination. 
Because the symptoms of Legionnairesõ 
disease can resemble other respiratory 
illnesses, doctors are advising anyone with flu
-like symptoms ñ particularly those who 
have recently been in the affected parts of 
London ñ to seek medical advice through 
NHS 111 or their GP. 
The UKHSA said it will continue monitoring 
the situation and provide updates as more 
information becomes available while working 
with local authorities to prevent further 
infections. 
Note: This information is intended for general 
awareness. Anyone experiencing symptoms 

should seek advice from a 
healthcare professional. 
 
based on https://www.mirror.co.uk/news/uk-
news/breaking-man-exposed-himself-after-
36844360 
By Tim Hanlon News Reporter 
and https://www.lbc.co.uk/article/indecent-
exposure-entering-uk-illegally-5HjdDG7_2/ 
Man accused of exposing himself after 
assaulting staff at asylum accommodation 
A man allegedly exposed himself after 
assaulting two members of staff at a hotel 
used to house asylum seekers, a court has 
heard. 
Sukirthan Thangrasha, originally from Sri 
Lanka, is on trial at Portsmouth Crown Court 
charged with indecent exposure following an 
incident at Highfield House Hotel in 
Southampton on August 15, 2025. 
The 38-year-old, who was assisted in court by 
a Tamil interpreter, has already admitted two 
counts of assault against staff members during 
the same incident. 
Prosecutor Jack Furness told the jury that 
Thangrasha went to the hotel reception 
because he was angry his mobile phone was 
not working. He allegedly became verbally 
abusive towards staff and threw the phone 
onto the reception desk while demanding it be 
fixed. 
During the confrontation, Thangrasha 

reportedly attempted to pull a plant from a 
pot before pulling down his trousers. At first he 
exposed his torso while leaving his underwear 
on, but later pulled down both his trousers and 
underwear, exposing his genitals in front of 
staff and other people in the reception area. 
The court heard that one employee said he felt 
frightened the defendant might attack him. 
CCTV footage of the incident was shown to 
the jury. 
Thangrasha does not deny exposing himself 
but disputes that he intended to cause alarm or 
distress, the court was told. 
The defendant, of New Road in Portsmouth, 
also faces additional charges linked to other 
incidents, including common assault, a public 
order offence and entering the UK illegally. 
Hampshire Constabulary said the charges 
relate to three separate incidents in 
Southampton and Portsmouth, including an 
assault in Highfield Lane on August 15 and a 
public order incident in Kingston Cemetery in 
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September. 
The trial is continuing. 
 
based on https://
www.manchestereveningnews.co.uk/news/
greater-manchester-news/docklands-
bombing-victim-gerry-adams-33564157 
Paul Britton Reporter 
Three men - including a man injured in the 
Manchester Arndale bomb - are bringing a 
civil case against the former Sinn Fein 
president 
Docklands bombing victim tells court he 
believes Gerry Adams played ômajor partõ in 
the IRA 

A man injured in the 1996 Docklands 
bombing has told the High Court he believes 
former Sinn Féin president Gerry Adams 
played a òmajor partó in the IRA. 
Jonathan Ganesh is giving evidence in a civil 
case being brought against Mr Adams in 
London. The claim has been filed by three 
men who were injured in IRA attacks: Mr 
Ganesh, John Clark, who was wounded in the 
1973 Old Bailey bombing, and Barry 
Laycock, injured in the 1996 Manchester 
Arndale bombing. 
The men allege that Mr Adams was a senior 
member of the Provisional IRA, including 
serving on its Army Council, at the time of the 
attacks. They are seeking symbolic damages 
of £1. 
Mr Adams denies ever being a member of 
the IRA and is contesting the claim. 
During questioning, Mr Ganesh said he 
decided to bring the case because he was 
concerned about Mr Adams pursuing legal 
action against the UK Government. 
òI felt that was not right for the innocent 
victims who had suffered,ó he told the court. 
Asked by Mr Adamsõ barrister James 
Robottom whether he was seeking justice, Mr 
Ganesh replied: òSome kind of justice, yes.ó 
He added that he was also acting on behalf 
of other victims of IRA attacks. 
Mr Robottom asked whether Mr Ganesh 
believed Mr Adams was directly responsible 

for the bombing that injured him. The witness 
said he did not claim Mr Adams planted the 
bomb but believed he had played a 
significant role in the organisation behind the 
attack. 
òI donõt suggest for one minute that Mr 
Adams drove the lorry or planted the bomb,ó 
Mr Ganesh said. òBut I do believe he played 
a major part in the IRA and may have had 
some involvement.ó 
Mr Ganesh told the court he had not brought 
the case earlier because he hoped the 
Northern Ireland peace process would 
succeed. He said the Good Friday 
Agreement and the early release of 
prisoners, including James McArdle who was 
convicted of the Docklands bombing, had 
influenced his decision at the time. 
òIn my heart I hoped the peace process 
would work,ó he said. 
Mr Ganesh said he only considered legal 
action after learning that Mr Adams intended 
to sue the government. 
The trial, being heard by Mr Justice Swift, is 
expected to conclude next week. Mr Adams 
attended court for the hearing, alongside 
several political observers including DUP 
leader Gavin Robinson. 
 
based on https://www.bbc.co.uk/news/
articles/c0jvy4xn0l4o 
By Federica Bedend 
The predator-spotting laser tech trying to 
keep women safe 
Laser technology being developed to detect 
threatening behaviour in public spaces. 
A new system using laser technology is being 
developed to help identify potentially 
threatening behaviour in public places, with 
the aim of improving safety for women and 
girls. 
The project is being led by Rosie Richardson, 
a product and strategy director at the 
technology company Createc. She says the 
goal is to detect behaviours often linked to 
predatory activity ñ such as loitering, 
following someone or deliberately sitting 
unusually close ñ and alert security staff 
before a situation escalates. 
òFor most of my life, the responsibility has 
always been placed on women to protect 
themselves,ó Richardson says. òWe need 

solutions that also put responsibility on public 
authorities, police and those who manage 
public spaces.ó 
The system builds on technology already 
used to monitor crowd movement at locations 
such as airports and railway stations, 
including Kingõs Cross in London. Instead of 
cameras, it uses laser sensors to track 
movement, representing people as 
anonymous dots on a screen. 
By analysing movement patterns, the system 
can flag unusual behaviour. For example, if 
someone appears to be following another 
person or lingering in an area for an 
extended period, security teams could be 
alerted to investigate. 
òIt essentially uses laser beams and complex 
mathematical modelling to detect patterns,ó 
Richardson explains. òWhen behaviour looks 
abnormal, it simply prompts someone to 
check whether everything is okay.ó 
In a scenario such as a quiet train platform, 
the technology might detect someone 
choosing to sit unusually close to another 
person despite empty seats nearby. Security 
staff could then review CCTV or intervene if 
necessary. 
Richardson hopes such technology could help 
prevent incidents before they occur. She 
recalls being sexually assaulted in a crowd 
when she was 12 while attending a stage of 
the Tour de France. 
òA man was moving through the crowd 
assaulting people and no one stopped him,ó 
she says. òMany people saw it happen but 
nothing was done.ó 
Experiences like that have driven her to 
explore ways technology might detect 
suspicious behaviour patterns early. 
Unlike traditional surveillance systems, the 
laser-based tool does not record identifiable 
images. Individuals are only represented as 
movement data unless a potential threat is 
identified. 
òOur aim is to balance safety with privacy,ó 
Richardson says. òPeople shouldnõt feel 
constantly monitored, but we also want public 
spaces to be safer.ó 
The technology has already undergone 
simulated trials and is expected to be tested 
in real-world environments soon. 
However, experts caution that technology 
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alone cannot solve the wider issue of 
violence against women. 
Dr Emma Cunningham, a criminologist at the 
University of East London, says many women 
already structure their daily routines around 
personal safety concerns. 
òFor women and girls to truly feel safe, 
broader cultural change is needed,ó she 
says. òThere must be a shift away from 
blaming victims and toward holding 
perpetrators accountable.ó 
Statistics from the Office for National 
Statistics and the charity Womenõs Aid show 
that around one in four women experiences 
domestic abuse in their lifetime, and on 
average more than one woman a week is 
killed by a current or former partner in the 
UK. 
Cunningham says education and challenging 
misogyny remain crucial in tackling violence 
against women, and that technology should 
complement ñ not replace ñ human 
intervention. 
For Richardson, the motivation behind her 
work is deeply personal. When she was 
seven years old, her older brother was killed 
during a street altercation. 

òI know how devastating the consequences of 
violence can be,ó she says. òIf this technology 
helped prevent even one serious incident, 
then it would have been worth it.ó 
 
based on https://www.bbc.co.uk/news/
articles/c93j2ekgwqko 
ByRobert Greenall 
Italy acquires rare Caravaggio portrait for 

ú30 million 
The Italian government has purchased a rare 
portrait by the Baroque painter Caravaggio 

for ú30 million (£25.9m), one of the highest 

amounts the country has ever spent on a 
single artwork. 
Culture Minister Alessandro Giuli said the 
painting, which depicts the cleric Monsignor 
Maffeo Barberini, later known as Pope 
Urban VIII, is of òextraordinary importanceó. 
The acquisition forms part of a wider effort 
to ensure major cultural treasures remain 
accessible to the public rather than being 
sold to private collectors. 
The artwork had previously been held in a 
private collection in Florence and was first 
displayed publicly in Rome in 2024. 
Caravaggio, the Italian master known for his 

dramatic use of light and shadow, left 
behind around 65 known surviving works, but 
only three are portraits, making the newly 
acquired painting particularly significant. 
Created around 1598, the portrait shows 
Barberini as a bearded church official, 
raising one hand as if giving instructions. 
The painting has now been added to the 
permanent collection of Palazzo Barberini in 
Rome, the historic residence of the Barberini 
family. It will be exhibited alongside other 
works by the artist. 
Barberini was elected pope in 1623 and 
remained in the role until his death in 1644, 
becoming known as a powerful supporter of 
the arts. 
Announcing the purchase, Giuli said the 
government aims to strengthen Italyõs cultural 
heritage by securing important works that 
might otherwise disappear into private 
collections. 
Caravaggio, born Michelangelo Merisi, died 
in 1610 at the age of 38. He is widely 
celebrated for his revolutionary chiaroscuro 
technique, which used intense contrasts 
between light and shadow to create 
dramatic realism in his paintings. 
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