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based on The Independent 
https://www.independent.co.uk/news/
world/europe/ukraine-russia-war-live-trump
-putin-zelensky-missiles-map-b2928632.html 

Russia says Ukraine has caused 
òserious damageó to energy 

infrastructure in the border region of 
Belgorod following a new wave of 
missile and drone strikes. 
Belgorod governor Vyacheslav Gladkov said 
the attack ñ described by local authorities 
as òmassiveó ñ disrupted electricity, water 
supplies and heating in the city and 
surrounding districts, about 40 kilometres 
from the Ukrainian border. It was the second 
strike in five days to inflict significant 
damage in the region. 
òSerious damage has been caused to energy 
infrastructure facilities. As a result, there 
have been power outages, water supply 
disruptions, and heating failures,ó Gladkov 
said. Russian media and local utilities 
reported partial blackouts and ongoing 
assessments of the outages. There was no 

immediate comment from Ukrainian 
officials. 
Russiaõs Defence Ministry said air-defence 

systems shot down dozens of Ukrainian 
drones overnight as part of a broader 
attack, including more than 20 over 
Belgorod, suggesting a combined drone-and-
missile operation. International outlets have 
largely relayed official Russian accounts, but 
there has been no independent on-the-
ground verification of the scale of 
destruction, casualty figures, or the exact 
munitions used. 

Belgorod has been 
repeatedly targeted in recent months. 
Previous strikes have damaged power 
stations and water pumping facilities, at 
times leaving residents without hot water. 
Analysts note that cumulative hits on the same 
energy infrastructure increase the likelihood 
of prolonged service disruption and 
complicate repairs. 

The information environment remains 
contested. Russian officials emphasise both 
civilian disruption and the number of 
intercepted drones ñ a narrative that 
highlights damage while projecting defensive 
effectiveness. At the same time, the absence 
of independent verification leaves open 
questions about targeting intent, operational 
objectives and the full extent of the impact. 
Separately, Ukraineõs military said it struck 
an oil depot overnight in the Russian-
occupied Luhansk region, reporting a large 
fire at the facility. Kyiv has sustained attacks 

on Russian energy assets, including 
two strikes in Belgorod within five 
days. 
On the diplomatic front, President 
Volodymyr Zelensky said the next 
round of US-brokered trilateral 
peace talks between Russia and 
Ukraine is likely to take place in Abu 
Dhabi in early March, following 
reconstruction discussions in Geneva. 
In his nightly address, Zelensky said 
the focus would be on finalising 
security guarantees and preparing 

for a potential meeting at leadersõ level. 
Meanwhile, the International Monetary Fund 
approved an $8.1 billion, four-year loan 
programme for Ukraine, with $1.5 billion to 
be disbursed immediately to address 
widening budget shortfalls. 
Key developments: 
Russia reports òserious damageó to 

energy infrastructure in Belgorod after 

Bombardment on town over the border 

Belgorod 

Russia 

Ukraine 
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Ukrainian strikes. 
Second major attack on the region in 

five days. 
Ukraine says it struck an oil depot in 

Russian-occupied Luhansk 
 

Next round of Russia-Ukraine talks likely in 
Abu Dhabi in early March, Zelensky says 
IMF approves $8.1bn support package for 
Ukraine, with $1.5bn released immediately 
Ukraine unveils expanded anti-drone 
measures, including plans to cover 4,000km 
of roads with protective netting by year-end 
Report claims Russia has routed $8bn in 
trade through British island territories since 
the invasion 
Analysts suggest Russia is unlikely to launch a 
major new offensive amid heavy battlefield 
losses. 
Institute for the Study of War says President 
Putin is planning mandatory reserve call-ups 
as casualties rise 

BASED ON https://www.bbc.co.uk/news/
articles/cr453rvy6kvo by By Jennifer 
McKiernan, Political reporter and Becky 
Morton, Political reporter 

Green Party wins Gorton and Denton 
by-election, pushing Labour into third 
place 
The Green Party has secured its first-ever 
Westminster by-election victory after Hannah 
Spencer won the Gorton and Denton seat, 
taking it from Labour. 
Labour had captured the Greater 
Manchester constituency with more than half 
the vote at the 2024 general election, but 
was pushed into third place this time, finishing 
behind Reform UK. The outcome is likely to 

intensify scrutiny of Sir Keir Starmerõs 
leadership. 
Delivering an emotional acceptance speech, 
Spencer ñ a local plumber ñ said she 
would stand up for communities who feel 
òleft behindó as she celebrated a majority of 
more than 4,000 votes. 
The contest marks Labourõs second by-
election defeat since returning to government 
in 2024, and its second loss to a party with 
only a small parliamentary presence. 
The vacancy arose following the resignation 
of former health minister Andrew Gwynne, 
who had been suspended from the 
parliamentary party last year over offensive 
messages shared on WhatsApp. 
The result represents one of the most 

dramatic reversals for Labour in post-war 
history ñ the sixth largest majority 
overturned at a by-election since 1945 ñ in 
a constituency the party had held for almost 
a century. 
Spencer won 14,980 votes, just under 41% 
of ballots cast, with a swing of 26.4% from 
Labour to the Greens. Reform UKõs Matt 
Goodwin finished second on 10,578 votes, 
while Labourõs Angeliki Stogia came third 
with 9,364. 
The Conservatives endured their worst-ever 
by-election performance, with Charlotte 
Cadden securing just 706 votes. Liberal 
Democrat candidate Jackie Pearcey received 
653. 

based on: https://
www.bbc.co.uk/news/articles/
cvgv785n23eo 

The Crown Prosecution 
Service (CPS) has failed in 
its attempt to overturn the 
acquittal of a man who set 
fire to a copy of the Quran 
outs ide the  Turk ish 
consulate in London. 
Hamit Coskun, 51, was convicted 
last June of a religiously 
aggravated public order 
offence after holding a burning 
Quran aloft and shouting an 
expletive about Islam during a 
protest outside the Turkish embassy in 
February last year. 
However, in October, Mr Justice Bennathan 
overturned the conviction at Southwark 
Crown Court following an appeal by Coskun. 
The CPS subsequently challenged that ruling 
at the High Court, seeking to have the 
original conviction restored. But on Friday, 
Lord Justice Warby and Ms Justice Obi 
dismissed the appeal, stating: òWe are not 
persuaded that the court left any material 
factor out of account or relied on any 
immaterial factor.ó 
In response, the Free Speech Union described 
the outcome as a òhumiliating defeató for the 

CPS and called on the Director of Public 
Prosecutions to step down. 
During a hearing earlier this month, CPS 
lawyers argued that Mr Justice Bennathan 
had erred in concluding that Coskunõs actions 
were not òdisorderlyó or, if they were, 
unlikely to cause harassment, alarm or 
distress. 
Coskun, who identifies as an atheist, had 
shouted òIslam is religion of terrorismó and 
òQuran is burningó during the demonstration 
in Rutland Gardens, Knightsbridge. He 
opposed the CPS appeal and attended the 
High Court hearing in person. 
CCTV footage released by the CPS showed 

Coskun being attacked 
during the protest. A man, 
later identified as Moussa 
Kadri, emerged from a 
nearby building and 
slashed at him with a large 
knife, telling police he was 
defending his religion. 
K a d r i  r e c e i v e d  a 
suspended prison sentence 
in September. Coskun has 
since been provided with 
H o m e  O f f i c e 
accommodat ion af ter 
receiving threats following 
the incident. 
 

 based on https://www.bbc.co.uk/news/
articles/cgjz1x5e1xyo 
ByPaul Seddon, Political reporter 

Spain to check Gibraltar arrivals under 
post-Brexit deal 
Spain to oversee Gibraltar arrivals under 
new post-Brexit agreement 
British travellers arriving in Gibraltar will be 
required to present their passports to 
Spanish border officials under a new 
agreement with the EU aimed at removing 
checks along the land border between 
Gibraltar and Spain. 
The details, set out in a 1,000-page draft 
treaty published on Thursday, confirm a 

AI reconstruction based on real cctv 
footage: Coskun being attacked outside 

the Turkish consulate during his Quran-
burning protest 
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system of dual border checks at 
Gibraltarõs airport and port. 
The deal is intended to provide 
long-term certainty for the 
British overseas territory, whose 
status has faced uncertainty 
since the Brexit referendum 
nearly a decade ago. 
Negotiations intensified ahead 
of the EUõs planned introduction 
of new entry checks for 
passengers entering the 
Schengen zone in April. 
Although Gibraltar will not 
formally join the Schengen area 
ñ which consists of 29 mostly 
EU countries including Spain ñ Spanish 
authorities will conduct òsecond-lineó 
Schengen-style checks within a designated 
area. These checks will take place after 
initial controls carried out by Gibraltarian 
officials. 
Under the treaty, Spanish officers will have 
the authority to arrest, search, and question 
travellers when justified during border 
control procedures. 
The arrangement is expected to pave the 
way for the eventual removal of òLa Verja,ó 
the 1.2km fence separating Gibraltar from 
Spain. Around half of Gibraltarõs workforce 
crosses this border daily. Spanish Foreign 
Minister José Manuel Albares described the 
agreement as marking the end of òthe last 
wall in continental Europe.ó 
The UK government has compared the new 
system to the dual border checks at Londonõs 
St Pancras station, where both British and 
French officials screen Eurostar passengers. 
British nationals account for the majority of 
Gibraltarõs tourism, representing 86.5% of 
all airport departures in 2024, according to 
the territoryõs latest tourism data. 
Concerns over enforcement powers 
Since Brexit, Gibraltar residents have been 
able to cross into Spain without passport 
stamps, although there have been periodic 
complaints from Gibraltar about stricter 
checks by Spanish police. 
From April, Spain was set to introduce the 
EUõs new automated border system ñ 
including biometric screening ñ at the 
Gibraltar crossing. The UK government 
warned that such measures could severely 
damage Gibraltarõs economy. 
Gibraltarõs Chief Minister, Fabian Picardo, 
welcomed the agreement, saying it provides 
òthe certainty our people and businesses 
need.ó The territory hopes to provisionally 
implement the deal from 10 April, when the 
EUõs new border system is scheduled to 
become fully operational. 
In the House of Commons, Foreign Office 
Minister Stephen Doughty described the 
agreement as evidence of a ònew era of co-
operationó with the EU since Labour came to 
power. However, Conservative shadow 
minister Wendy Morton called for detailed 
scrutiny of the treaty and raised concerns 
about potential òoperational overreachó by 
Spanish authorities. 
The agreement also states that most goods 
bound for Gibraltar will be processed 

through EU customs facilities in Spain, 
eliminating the need for customs checks at the 
land border. 
Additionally, the UK and EU have committed 
to contributing to a new fund aimed at 
supporting training and employment 
opportunities in neighbouring Spanish 
regions. 
Gibraltar was excluded from the UK-EU 
trade agreement concluded in 2021 and has 
previously been described by the UK 
government as òthe last piece of the EU exit 
jigsaw.ó The newly published treaty 
formalises a political agreement reached in 
June last year and outlines how the new 
arrangements will function in practice. 
The draft treaty is now undergoing final 
legal review and translation. It will require 
approval from both the UK and European 
Parliaments before it can take effect. 

----**---- 
History from wikipedia 
Gibraltar became part of the unified 
Kingdom of Spain and remained under 
Spanish rule until 1704. It was captured 
during the War of the Spanish Succession by 
an Anglo-Dutch fleet in the name of Charles 
VI of Austria, the Habsburg contender to the 
Spanish throne. At the war's end, Spain 
ceded the territory to Britain under the terms 
of the 1713 Treaty of Utrecht. 
Spain attempted to regain control of 
Gibraltar, which Britain had declared a 
Crown colony, through military, diplomatic 
and economic pressure. Gibraltar was 
besieged and heavily bombarded during 
three wars between Britain and Spain, but 
the attacks were repulsed on each occasion. 
By the end of the last siege, in the late 18th 
century, Gibraltar had faced fourteen sieges 
in 500 years. In the years after the Battle of 
Trafalgar, Gibraltar became a major base 
in the Peninsular War. The colony grew 
rapidly during the 19th and early 20th 
centuries, becoming a key British possession 
in the Mediterranean. It was a key stopping 
point for vessels en route to India via the 
Suez Canal. A large British naval base was 
constructed there at great expense at the 
end of the 19th century and became the 
backbone of Gibraltar's economy. British 
control of Gibraltar enabled the Allies to 
control the entrance to the Mediterranean 
during the Second World War. It was 
attacked on several occasions by German, 
Italian and Vichy French forces; however, 

those attacks caused little damage. Spanish 
dictator General Francisco Franco declined 
to join a Nazi plan to occupy Gibraltar, but 
revived Spain's claim to the territory after 
the war. As the territorial dispute intensified, 
Spain closed its border with Gibraltar 
between 1969 and 1985 and 
communications links were severed. Spain's 
position was supported by Latin American 
countries, but was rejected by Britain and the 
Gibraltarians themselves, who vigorously 
asserted their right to self-determination.  
 
based on a release from  
from virgin news 

Virgin Media O2 launches UKõs first 
direct-to-device satellite mobile 
service. 
Virgin Media O2 has become the first mobile 
operator in the UK ñ and across Europe ñ 
to activate direct-to-device satellite data 
connectivity, introducing a new service called 
O2 Satellite. 
The launch makes the UK the first European 
country to offer live satellite-to-smartphone 
mobile data services. Powered by Starlink 
Direct to Cell, the technology enables 
customers to access mobile connectivity in 
areas that previously had no traditional 
signal. 
With the introduction of O2 Satellite, the 
companyõs landmass coverage increases from 
89% to 95% ñ an expansion equivalent to 
roughly two-thirds of Wales. The service is 
designed to automatically connect customers 
via satellite when they move beyond the 
reach of terrestrial mobile networks, 
providing coverage in rural, coastal and 
remote parts of the country. 
O2 Satellite supports text messaging and 
mobile data across selected apps, including 
WhatsApp, Messenger and Google Maps, 
with WhatsApp messaging and calls 
available. Additional apps and broader 
device compatibility are expected to follow. 
At launch, the service is available to 
customers using the latest Samsung 
smartphones, with support for more 
manufacturers to be added soon. 
Beyond expanding coverage into former 
ònot-spots,ó the satellite service also provides 
added resilience. In the rare event of a local 
network outage where standard cellular 
coverage is unavailable, customers will still 
be able to connect via satellite. 
The service has been developed through a 
UK-first partnership with SpaceX, using 
Starlinkõs low-Earth-orbit satellites to transmit 
O2õs licensed mobile spectrum directly from 
space to smartphones. The commercial rollout 
follows successful internal trials conducted by 
Virgin Media O2 staff across the UK. 
Initially, O2 Satellite will be offered as a £3
-per-month bolt-on for O2 Pay Monthly 
customers. In the near future, it will be 
included at no additional cost for customers 
on O2õs Ultimate Plan. 
Lutz Schüler, CEO of Virgin Media O2, 
described the launch as a landmark moment 
for UK connectivity, saying the company is 
committed to ensuring customers remain 
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connected wherever they are. He noted that 
the service delivers entirely new coverage 
across a substantial portion of the country 
overnight and forms part of wider investment 
in the companyõs mobile network. 
Baroness Lloyd, Minister for the Digital 
Economy, called the launch a significant step 
for the UKõs position in advanced 
connectivity, highlighting the countryõs 
leadership in next-generation mobile 
innovation. 
Stephanie Bednarek, Vice President of 
Starlink Commercial Sales, said the 
partnership ensures millions of people across 
the UK can access data, voice and video 
services through apps in areas without 
traditional network coverage. 
The activation of O2 Satellite follows 
Ofcomõs approval of the UKõs first licence for 
satellite-to-smartphone services. 
Virgin Media O2 has recently received 
industry recognit ion for network 
performance, including being named the 
most improved mobile network in Europe by 
Umlaut Connect. The company also won Best 
Mobile Network Coverage at the Uswitch 
Telecoms Awards for the second consecutive 
year. In its 2025 full-year results, Virgin 
Media O2 reported that its 5G Standalone 
network now covers 87% of the UK outdoor 
population ñ the largest footprint of its kind 
nationwide. 
 
based on evening standard article 

Nigel Farage has triggered a political 
row after claiming the Green Partyõs 
victory in the Gorton and Denton by-
election amounted to a òtriumph for 
sectarian voting and cheatingó. 
The Reform UK leader said his party had 
referred allegations of òfamily votingó ñ 
where one voter accompanies another into a 
polling booth and may influence their choice 
ñ to both the Electoral Commission and the 
police. 
Green candidate Hannah Spencer, a 
Manchester councillor and plumber, won the 
contest with 14,980 votes. Reform UKõs Matt 
Goodwin finished second on 10,578, while 
Labourõs Angeliki Stogia came third with 
9,364, in a result seen as a significant 
setback for Sir Keir Starmer. 
Election monitoring group Democracy 

Volunteers said it had observed 
òconcerningly high levelsó of 
family voting during the poll, 
describing the practice as illegal 
and potentially coercive. 
In a statement, Mr Farage said: 
òReform has today reported 
many cases of ôfamily votingõ to 
the Electoral Commission and the 
police. What was witnessed 
yesterday is deeply concerning 
and raises serious questions 
about the integrity of the 
d e m o c r a t i c  p r o c e s s  i n 
predominantly Muslim areas.ó 
In an earlier post on X, he wrote: 
òThis election was a victory for 
sectarian voting and cheating.ó 

The Green Party rejected the claims, 
accusing Mr Farage of attempting to 
discredit the democratic outcome. A party 
spokesperson said: òThis is an attempt to 
undermine the democratic result and is 
straight out of the Trump playbook.ó 
Despite Mr Farageõs remarks, Reform UK 
chairman Dr David Bull said the party 

accepted the by-election result. Asked 
whether alleged òunprecedented levels of 
illegal family votingó had affected the 
outcome, he told the BBC: òIf Iõm being 
candid, probably not.ó 
Pressed on whether Reform would challenge 
the legitimacy of the vote, Dr Bull replied: 
òNo. And I think itõs really important that we 
stand back and look at all of this with cool, 
clear heads. Weõve all been up all night, and 
so any rash decision would be a bad 
decision, in my humble opinion.ó 
 
based on: https://britbrief.co.uk/crime/
theft/police-smash-london-phone-theft-gang-
targeting-tourists.html 

Capital Crime Gang Dismantled in 
Major Police Operation 
Metropolitan Police officers have dealt a 
significant blow to organised crime, breaking 
up a coordinated gang behind a surge in 
mobile phone thefts across central London. 
The group had been linked to a spate of 
robberies targeting tourists and commuters in 

some of the capitalõs busiest areas, amid 
what police have described as an òepidemicó 
of device snatches. 
 

Targeting Londonõs busiest streets 
Surveillance and intelligence-led policing 
identified several hotspots where the gang 
was operating extensively, including: 
Oxford Street, one of Europeõs most 

heavily visited shopping destinations 
Theatres in the West End, where crowds 

gathering before and after performances 
created opportunities 

Major tourist landmarks, often filled 
with distracted sightseers 

Key transport hubs across central 
London 
A coordinated operation 
Detectives say the network functioned as a 
well-organised enterprise rather than a 
series of isolated thefts. According to 
investigators: 
òSpottersó singled out individuals 

carrying high-value smartphones 
Thieves used scooters and bicycles to 

carry out rapid snatch-and-run robberies 
Devices were quickly disabled, with SIM 

cards removed to hinder tracking 
Stolen phones were then transported out 

of London through established distribution 
channels 

 

Advice for the public 
With phone theft still a persistent problem in 
urban centres, police are urging residents 
and visitors to take precautions: 

Keep devices secured in zipped pockets 
or bags, particularly in crowded locations 

Avoid using phones near train or Tube 
doors, where opportunistic thefts frequently 
occur 
Activate tracking features such as òFind 

My Phoneó and use strong pass codes 
instead of simple patterns 

If a phone is stolen, contact your 
network provider immediately to block the 
SIM and report the theft to police, quoting 
the deviceõs IMEI number 
 

Ongoing crackdown 
A Metropolitan Police spokesperson said the 
operation demonstrates a continued focus on 
tackling organised networks behind street 
crime. 
òThis sends a clear message that we are 
targeting those who prey on Londoners and 
visitors,ó the spokesperson said. òWhile we 
have made significant arrests, we encourage 
the public to stay alert and report suspicious 
behaviour.ó 
The arrests form part of a broader strategy 
to combat street crime in the capital, with 
increased patrols in known hotspots and plain
-clothes officers deployed to disrupt further 
offending. Police are continuing to appeal 
for witnesses and urge victims to report 
incidents, saying each case helps strengthen 
intelligence against organised gangs 
operating in London. 

Conceptualised STARLINK orbiting satellites 

From Wikipedia 
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Homicide in England and Wales: year 
ending March 2025 
Analysis of record-level information about 
each homicide recorded by police in 
England and Wales, held within the Home 
Office Homicide Index. 
This is the latest release. 
View previous releases 
These are accredited official statistics. Click 
for information about types of official 
statistics. Contact: 
ONS Centre for Crime and Justice 
Release date: 
5 February 2026 
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Note: graphs and tables (where included) are 
at the end of this article. 
1. Main points 
    There were 522 victims of homicide 
recorded in year ending (YE) March 2025, 
8% lower than the previous year (566 
victims) and the lowest number recorded 
since YE March 2015 (504). 
    The homicide rate was 8.6 homicides 
recorded per million population during YE 
March 2025, the lowest rate since 1977. 

    The number of male victims (366) 
decreased by 10% (from 408), while the 
number of female victims (155) remained 
similar to the previous year (158). 
    There were 34 homicides where the victim 
was a teenager (aged 13 to 19 years), this 
was 32 fewer than the previous year (66) 
and the lowest recorded since YE March 
2013 (31); this decrease reflected a decline 
in sharp instrument homicides, from 54 to 22 
offences in this age group. 
    The homicide rate for those in the Black 
ethnic group was 36.8 victims per million 
population over the three-year period to YE 
March 2025, over four times higher than for 
the White ethnic group (7.7 victims per 
million population). 
    The number of knife or sharp instrument 
homicides has decreased by a fifth (21%) 
from 261 to 205 victims in YE March 2025 
compared with the previous year; this was 
the lowest number recorded since YE March 
2015 when 186 offences were recorded. 
    There were 111 domestic homicides in YE 
March 2025, slightly lower than the previous 
year (117) and of these victims, 75 were 
women and 36 were men; 67 were killed by 
a partner or ex-partner. 
2. Trends in homicide 
As homicide is a relatively low-volume 
offence, there tend to be fluctuations in 
numbers from year to year. This is especially 
true where data have been broken down 
further for analyses of sub-groups of the 
population. Figures should therefore be 
interpreted with caution. 
There were 522 victims of homicide in year 
ending (YE) March 2025, 44 fewer (an 8% 
decrease) than the previous year (566 
victims; Appendix table 1). 
This was the lowest number of homicides since 
YE March 2015 when 504 were recorded. 
The number of homicides decreased in most 

regions across England and in Wales, but 
there were increases in the East of England 
(from 40 to 56) and the South East (from 50 
to 63) regions. Numbers can fluctuate from 
year-to-year at the regional level. 
Longer-term trends in homicide 
Compared with most other crimes, the 
homicide rate remains very low, with 8.6 
homicides recorded per million population 
during YE March 2025, the lowest rate since 
1977 (Figure 1). 
Figure 1: The homicide rate was the lowest it 
has been since 1977 
Homicide rate, England and Wales, year 
ending (YE) December 1970 to YE March 
2025 
Rate of homicide offences per million 
population 
Source: Homicide Index from the Home 
Office 
Notes: 
    YE December 1987 includes 15 victims of 
Michael Ryan. 
    YE ending March 2001 includes 58 
Chinese nationals who suffocated in a lorry 
on the way into the UK. 
    YE ending March 2003 includes 173 
victims of Doctor Harold Shipman. 
    YE ending March 2004 includes 20 cockle 
pickers who drowned in Morecambe Bay. 
    YE ending March 2006 includes 52 victims 
of the 7 July London bombings. 
    YE ending March 2011 includes 12 victims 
of Derrick Bird shooting. 
    YE ending March 2017 includes 96 victims 
of Hillsborough and four victims of the 
Westminster Bridge attack. 
    YE ending March 2018 includes 31 victims 
of the terrorist attacks that involved multiple 
victims, including the Manchester Arena 
bombing, and the London Bridge attack. It 
also includes 11 victims from the Shoreham 
air crash. 
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    YE ending March 2020 includes 39 human 
trafficking victims who were found dead in a 
lorry in Essex. 
    Homicide Index data are based on the 
year when the offence was recorded as a 
crime, not when the offence took place or 
when the case was heard in court. 
Figure 1:  
The homicide rate was the lowest it has been 
since 1977 
Homicide trends can be affected by single 
incidents involving multiple victims. In YE 
March 2025, there were 508 separate 
homicide incidents, 41 fewer than the 
previous year (549 homicide incidents) 
(Appendix table 2). This was the lowest 
number of incidents since 488 in YE March 

2015. Figure 2 shows the number of 

separate homicide incidents, rather than 
number of victims, as an alternative picture 
on trends. 
Figure 2: The number of homicide incidents 
has fallen compared with the previous year 
Number of homicide incidents, England and 
Wales, year ending (YE) March 2001 to YE 
March 2025 
Number of homicide incidents 
Mar 2022 
ǒ Number of homicide incidents: 650 
Source: Homicide Index from the Home 
Office 
Download this chart Figure 2: The number of 
homicide incidents has fallen compared with 
the previous year 
The number of incidents recorded in YE 
March 2025 was not statistically significantly 
different than the previous year, although it 
was significantly lower than YE March 2022. 
Further information on the methodology used 
to test statistical significance can be found in 
Section 12: Data sources and quality. 
3. Variations in homicide victimisation by 
personal characteristics 
Demographic factors discussed in this section 
are not necessarily independently related to 
homicide. Although sex, age and ethnicity 
are important features in homicide, there are 
likely to be many other important factors. For 
example, socioeconomic indicators at the 
individual and neighbourhood level have 
also been shown to be related to the risk of 
being a victim using data from the Homicide 
Index. See the College of Policing report: 
Patterns and trends in homicide in England 
and Wales and their implications for 
policing. 
Sex 
As in previous years, the majority of homicide 
victims in year ending (YE) March 2025 were 
male, making up 7 in 10 of all victims (70%) 
with 3 in 10 being female (30%). However, 
there continued to be important distinctions 
between the sexes in their risk of being 
victims of different types of homicide. 
There were 366 male victims in YE March 
2025, a decrease of 10% (from 408), the 
lowest number of male victims since YE March 
2016 (363). The number of female victims 
(155) remained similar to the previous year 
(158) (Figure 3) and was the lowest annual 
total since electronic records began in 1977. 
Figure 3: The number of male homicide 

victims has decreased in the latest year, 
while the number of female victims was 
similar to last year 
Number of homicide victims, England and 
Wales, year ending (YE) March 2008 to YE 
March 2025 
Number of homicide victims 
Mar 2025 
ǒ Male: 366 
ǒ Female: 155 
Source: Homicide Index from the Home 
Office 
Notes: 
    YE March 2017 includes 89 male and 
seven female victims of the Hillsborough 
disaster. 
    YE March 2017 includes one female and 
three male victims of the Westminster Bridge 
attack. 
    YE March 2018 includes 21 female and 
10 male victims of terrorist attacks that 
involved multiple victims, and 11 male victims 
of the Shoreham air crash. 
    YE March 2020 includes 30 male and nine 
female victims whose bodies were found in a 
lorry in Essex. 
    The number of male and female victims 
will not add up to the total number of 
homicide victims for YE March 2025 as one 
victim was recorded as being of unknown 
sex. 
Download this chart Figure 3: The number of 
male homicide victims has decreased in the 
latest year, while the number of female 
victims was similar to last year 
Image .csv .xls 
For both male and female victims, where a 
suspect had been charged, most suspects 
were male. This was the case for 90% (104) 
of female victims and 91% (230) of male 
victims (Appendix table 34). 
The latest annual homicide rate for male 
victims (12.3 per million population) was over 
twice that for female victims (5.0 per million 
population) (Appendix table 4). 
Age 
The most common age-group for victims of 
homicides recorded in YE March 2025 was 
those aged 35 to 44 years (90 victims) 
(Figure 4). 
As in previous years, while volumes were 
relatively small, children aged under 1 year 
had the highest rate of homicide for a single 
year of age (31.6 per million population, 19 
victims) (Appendix table 4). 
The largest decrease was among those aged 
16 to 24 years, who saw a 41% decrease 
from 106 to 63 offences. The largest 
increase was seen for victims aged 75 years 
and older, which more than doubled (from 
27 to 57 victims). Trends by age group can 
fluctuate because of low numbers. 
Figure 4: Levels of homicide were lower 
compared with the previous year for most 
age-groups 
Number of homicide victims, England and 
Wales, year ending (YE) March 2015 to YE 
March 2025 
Notes: 
    YE March 2017 includes 96 victims of 
Hillsborough and four victims of the 
Westminster Bridge attack. 
    YE March 2018 includes 31 victims of the 

terrorist attacks that involved multiple victims, 
including the Manchester Arena bombing, 
and the London Bridge attack. It also includes 
11 victims from the Shoreham air crash. 
    YE March 2020 includes 39 human 
trafficking victims who were found dead in a 
lorry in Essex. 
Teenage homicides 
There were 34 homicides in YE March 2025 
where the victim was a teenager (aged 13 
to 19 years), almost half the number (66) 
recorded the previous year and the lowest 
recorded since YE March 2013 (31). This 
decrease reflected a decline in sharp 
instrument homicides, from 54 to 22 offences. 
In around two-thirds (65%) of these offences, 
the method of killing was with a knife or 
sharp instrument (Appendix table 10). This 
compared with 39% for all homicide victims. 
See Section 5: The most common methods of 
killing for more detail on sharp instrument 
(including knives) homicides. 
Ethnicity 
Seven out of ten (367 or 70%) homicide 
victims in YE March 2025 were from the 
White ethnic group (based on the ethnicity 
identified by the investigating officer). This 
compared with 82% of people identifying as 
being in the White ethnic group at the time 
of the last Census of Population in England 
and Wales in 2021. This was a similar 
number compared with the previous year. 
There were 73 victims identified as being 
from the Black ethnic group in YE March 
2025, accounting for 14% of all victims. This 
was almost four times higher than the 4% of 
people identifying as being in the Black 
ethnic group in Census 2021. The number of 
Black victims fell by 25% (a fall of 24 
victims) compared with YE March 2024; this 
is the lowest number of Black victims since YE 
March 2016. The largest fall within this 
group was among male victims aged 16 to 
24 years (down from 33 to 21). 
There were 39 victims in the Asian ethnic 
group (7% of all victims). This was a similar 
proportion to the 9% of people identifying 
as being in the Asian ethnic group in Census 
2021. The number of Asian victims was 11 
fewer than the previous year (50) 
(Appendix table 6). 
There were clear differences in the age-
profile of victims between different ethnic 
groups. For YE March 2025, over a quarter 
of Black victims (29%) were aged 16 to 24 
years, whereas this was a much lower 
proportion for White victims (7%) (Figure 5; 
Appendix table 5). This will partly reflect the 
different age distributions of ethnic groups in 
the population. For further information see 
our Ethnic group by age and sex, England 
and Wales: Census 2021 article. 
Accounting for different population sizes, 
those from the Black ethnic group had the 
highest rates of victimisation (Appendix 
table 7). In the three years to YE March 
2025, average rates per million population 
were over four times higher for Black people 
(36.8 per million population) than those from 
the White ethnic group (7.7), and over three 
times higher than for Asians (10.6). 
Figure 5: Over a quarter of Black homicide 
victims were aged between 16 and 24 years 
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Percentage of homicide victims, by 
age and ethnicity, England and 

Wales, year ending (YE) March 2025 
White 
Black 
Other 
Percentage of homicide victims 
Source: Homicide Index from the Home 
Office 
Notes: 
    Officer-identified classification. 
    From 1 April 2021, ethnicity categories 
were changed on the Homicide Index to be 
consistent with Office for National Statistics 
(ONS) census groupings. To enable a time 
series, "Other" has been grouped to include 
Asian (Indian subcontinent), Asian, Mixed or 
Multiple ethnic groups and any other ethnic 
group. Previous ethnicity data can be found 
in our Homicide in England and Wales: year 
ending March 2021 article. 
Download this chart Figure 5: Over a quarter 
of Black homicide victims were aged 
between 16 and 24 years 
4. The relationship between victims and 
suspects 
As in previous years, there were important 
differences between adult and child victims 
in their relationship with suspects. Among 
adult victims, there were also different 
patterns in the relationships with suspects 
between men and women. 
Adult victims 
Adult female victims (defined as those aged 
16 years and over) were most commonly 
killed by a partner or ex-partner (40%) or a 
family member (16%) in year ending (YE) 
March 2025. For adult males, the suspected 
killer was more commonly a friend or 
acquaintance (20%) or a stranger (18%) 
(Figure 6). 
In 29% of adult male homicides and 23% of 
adult female homicides, no suspect had been 
charged at the time of analysis (this includes 
homicide offences where all suspects have 
been acquitted). These numbers will fall as 
police investigations continue (Appendix 
table 15). 
There were 111 domestic homicides in YE 
March 2025, slightly lower compared with 
YE March 2024 (117) and similar to YE 
March 2023 (110). Over two-thirds of 
victims of domestic homicide were women 
(68%) and almost a third were men (32%). 
Of the 111 domestic homicides, 67 victims 
were killed by a partner or ex-partner 
(down from 71), 24 by a parent, or son or 
daughter (down from 27) and 20 by another 
family member, a similar number to last year 
(19). 
Of all adult female victims, over half (56%) 
were a result of domestic homicides (75). Of 
these 75 female victims, all but four were 
killed by a male suspect (Appendix table 
34). 
In contrast, males were much less likely to be 
the victim of a domestic homicide, with 11% 
(36) of male homicides being domestic-
related in YE March 2025. 
Figure 6: The most common suspect for 
female homicide victims aged 16 years and 
over was a partner or ex-partner 
Relationship of homicide victims aged 16 

years and over to principal suspect, England 
and Wales, year ending (YE) March 2025 
Female victims (134 offences) 
Male victims (329 offences) 
Partner or ex-partner  
Family Friends or acquaintances  
Stranger  
Relationship not known  
Other known  
No suspect charged 
Percentage of homicide victims 
Source: Homicide Index from the Home 
Office 
Notes: 
    Partner or ex-partner includes boyfriend 
or girlfriend, common-law spouse or 
cohabiting partner, ex-spouse, ex-common-
law spouse or ex-cohabiting partner, ex-
boyfriend or ex-girlfriend, spouse (including 
civil partner), adulterous relationship. 
    Other known includes business associate, 
casual sexual partner criminal associate, 
emotional rival, prostitute or client, carer, 
health worker or patient, customer or client. 
    No suspect charged includes homicide 
offences where all suspects have been 
acquitted at court. 
    For the purposes of the Homicide Index, a 
suspect in a homicide case is defined as 
either: a person who has been charged with 
a homicide offence, including those who were 
subsequently convicted and those awaiting 
trial or a person who is suspected by the 
police of having committed the offence but is 
known to have died or died by suicide. 
Download this chart Figure 6: The most 
common suspect for female homicide victims 
aged 16 years and over was a partner or 
ex-partner 
Child victims 
There were 59 victims of homicide aged 
under 16 years in YE March 2025; 37 boys, 
21 girls and one child recorded as being of 
unknown sex. This was the highest number 
recorded since YE March 2019 (when there 
were 64). 
As of 5 December 2025, there were 24 
victims aged under 16 years (41%) for 
whom no suspect had been charged (this 
includes homicide offences where all suspects 
have been acquitted). This number will fall as 
police investigations continue. For example, 
for YE March 2024, 43% of victims aged 
under 16 years had no suspect charged as 
of 6 December 2024; this had fallen to 28% 
by 5 December 2025 and the proportion 
where the suspect was a parent or step-
parent had increased from 43% to 55%. 
As in previous years, the most common 
suspect for child victims, where recorded, was 
a parent or step-parent (24%, 14 offences). 
It remained relatively uncommon for those 
aged under 16 years to be killed by a 
stranger, with eight such offences in YE 
March 2025. 
Further information on suspect characteristics 
is provided in Section 8: Suspects in homicide 
cases. 
5. The most common methods of killing 
Sharp instrument (including knives) 
As in previous years, the most common 
method of killing, for both male and female 
victims, was by a sharp instrument (including 

knives; 39%) (Figure 7). Excluding the victims 
of Hillsborough, over the last decade the 
proportion of homicide offences committed 
by a sharp instrument has fluctuated 
between 37% and 46% each year. 
There were 205 homicides committed using a 
knife or other sharp instrument recorded in 
year ending (YE) March 2025, a 21% 
decrease compared with the previous year 
(261). This was the lowest number since YE 
March 2015 when 186 such offences were 
recorded (Appendix table 8). 
The decrease in sharp instrument homicides 
was because of a fall in male victims (from 
206 to 150 offences). The number of female 
victims was the same as the previous year 
(55 offences). 
The number of White homicide victims killed 
by a sharp instrument (132) was similar to 
the previous year (133), whereas the number 
of Black victims decreased from 66 to 45 
victims, the lowest number since YE March 
2016 (41). Of these 45 Black homicide 
victims, around half (23) were aged under 
25 years (Appendix table 12). 
The most commonly used sharp instrument 
was a kitchen knife (95 homicides) in YE 
March 2025, down 11% on the previous 
year (107). Information on other types of 
sharp instrument can be found in Appendix 
table 9. 
Other methods of killing 
The second most common method of killing 
was by "kicking or hitting", accounting for 
111 homicides (21% of the total). As in 
previous years, the majority (85%) of victims 
killed in this way were male. 
One in six (17%) female victims were killed 
by "strangulation, asphyxiation" (26 victims). 
In contrast, a much smaller proportion of 
male victims (4%; 14) were killed this way. 
These figures reflect the different nature and 
circumstances of homicides by sex of victim. 
There were 32 homicide victims killed by 
shooting in YE March 2025 (6% of all 
homicides), 10 more than the previous year. 
Figure 7: Use of a sharp instrument was the 
most common method of killing in homicide 
offences 
Percentage of recorded homicides, England 
and Wales, year ending (YE) March 2025 
Male victims (366 offences) 
Female victims (155 offences) 
Sharp instrument 
Blunt instrument 
Hitting kicking etc. (without a weapon)
Strangulation asphyxiation Shooting 
Burning 
Poison or drugs 
Other 
Unknown 
Percentage of homicide victims 
Strangulation asphyxiation 
ǒ Male victims (366 offences): 4 
ǒ Female victims (155 offences): 17 
Source: Homicide Index from the Home 
Office 
Notes: 
    "Other" includes explosion, motor vehicle, 
drowning and other methods of killing. 
Download this chart Figure 7: Use of a sharp 
instrument was the most common method of 
killing in homicide offences 
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6. Circumstances and location of homicides 
Circumstances of homicide 
Around half (51%, 266 offences) of all 
homicide cases were thought to have resulted 
from a quarrel, a revenge attack or a loss of 
temper in year ending (YE) March 2025. This 
was a similar proportion compared with 
previous years. This proportion was higher 
where the principal suspect was known to the 
victim (59%), compared with when the suspect 
was unknown (44%) (Appendix table 18). 
Furtherance of theft or gain accounted for 5% 
of homicides (27 offences) and 4% (22 
offences) occurred during irrational acts. 
As of 5 December 2025, the apparent 
circumstances were not known for 17% of 
homicides (89 offences) recorded in YE March 
2025. This proportion was similar to the 
previous year and is likely to decrease as the 
police complete investigations. 
Location of homicides 
Homicides were most likely to have taken 
place in a residential setting (Figure 8). There 
were 294 victims killed in these settings in YE 
March 2025, down from 300 the previous 
year and the lowest annual total since records 
on location of the homicide began. 
The number of victims killed in a street, path or 
alleyway gradually increased between YE 
March 2015 and YE March 2024, but with 
considerable fluctuation between years. 
However, there was a 21% decrease in these 
offences in YE 2025, from 160 to 127 
(Appendix table 19). 
The patterns in homicide location for female 
and male victims reflect differing victim-
suspect relationships and circumstances 
described earlier (Appendix table 19). 
Figure 8: Female homicide victims were most 
likely to be killed in or around a house or 
dwelling, and male victims in public places 
Percentage of recorded homicides, England 
and Wales, year ending (YE) March 2025 
Male victims (366 offences) 
Female victims (155 offences) 
House dwelling (in and around) 
Street  
footpath  
Alleyway 
Open outdoor area 
Licensed premises 
Other 
Unknown 
Source: Homicide Index from the Home 
Office 
Notes: 
    òHouse, dwelling (in and around)ó includes 
residential homes. 
    òOtheró includes all other locations, 
including other public places. 
Download this chart Figure 8: Female homicide 
victims were most likely to be killed in or 
around a house or dwelling, and male victims 
in public places 
7. Drug- and alcohol-related homicides 
In the three years to year ending (YE) March 
2025, over a third (35%) of homicide victims 
were thought to be under the influence of 
alcohol and/or illicit drugs at the time of the 
homicide. 
The proportion under the influence of alcohol 
and/or illicit drugs was higher among male 

(41%) than female victims (22%), similar to 
previous years. 
The figures for suspects were similar to those 
for victims. Around a third (34%) of homicide 
suspects were recorded by the police to have 
been under the influence of alcohol and/or 
drugs at the time of the homicide (Appendix 
table 20). 
Around 3 in 10 (31%) victims were known to 
be drug users, and 15% to be drug dealers. 
These proportions were higher among 
suspects, with half (51%) known to be drug 
users and over a quarter (29%) to be drug 
dealers. In a small proportion of cases, the 
police identified the suspect's motive as 
"obtaining drugs" (7%) or "stealing drug 
proceeds" (5%) (Appendix table 21). 
The proportion of homicides that have 
involved drug users or dealers, or have been 
related to drugs in any way, increased over 
the last decade, from 42% in YE March 2015 
to 57% in YE March 2024. However, in the 
latest year, the volume of such homicides has 
decreased by 18%, from 325 to 268. The 
proportion also fell, down to 51%, the lowest 
figure since YE March 2020 (50%) (Appendix 
table 22). 
An alternative way of categorising homicides 
that involved illicit drugs into three groups: 
systemic, economic compulsive, and/or 
psychopharmacological can be found in 
Appendix table 23 (See Section 11: Glossary 
for definitions). In YE March 2025, 136 (26% 
of total homicides) met the criteria for one or 
more of these categories. Of these: 
    76 homicides (15% of total homicides) 
were systemic homicides 
    26 homicides (5% of total homicides) were 
economic compulsive homicides 
    74 homicides (14% of total homicides) 
were psychopharmacological homicides 
These categorisations are based on the 
Goldstein tripartite framework. See our 
Measur ing drug- re la ted homic ide 
methodology: February 2024 for more 
information. 
8. Suspects in homicide cases 
Homicide cases are often complex and can 
take considerable time to reach an outcome in 
court. 
Last year's article reported that in year 
ending (YE) March 2024, 23% of homicide 
cases had no suspects charged as of 6 
December 2024 when data were extracted 
from the Homicide Index for analysis. This has 
since fallen to 17% (as of 5 December 2025) 
as police have had more time to conclude 
investigations. This number will fall further in 
future years.  
Source: Homicide Index from the Home 
Office 
Notes 
    Figures are subject to revision as cases are 
dealt with by the police and by the courts or 
as further information becomes available. 
Download this table Table 1: Number of 
suspects for initially recorded homicide victims, 
year ending (YE) March 2023 to YE March 
2025 
Investigative and court outcomes 
In total, there were 527 suspects charged as 
at 5 December 2025 relating to the 524 
homicides initially recorded in YE March 2025 

(Appendix table 27). 
Court proceedings had concluded for 315 
suspects (60% of all suspects) and 12 had 
died (2% of all suspects). Court proceedings 
were pending for 199 suspects (38% of all 
suspects). 
In the three years to YE March 2025, 81% of 
suspects indicted for homicide, where we have 
information on a court outcome, were found 
guilty of homicide, 14% were acquitted and 
3% were convicted of a lesser offence 
(Appendix table 28). 
The case outcomes for suspects of homicides 
recorded in YE March 2025 (Appendix table 
28) will change as cases progress through the 
criminal justice system and more information 
becomes available. 
Age, sex and ethnicity of convicted suspects 
For the three years to YE March 2025, most 
suspects convicted of homicide were male 
(1,165 or 93%). Figure 9 shows the age-
profile of those convicted of homicide. 
Figure 9: Male suspects convicted of homicide 
show a younger age profile than female 
suspects 
Percentage of convicted suspects, England and 
Wales, three years combined: year ending 
(YE) March 2023 to YE March 2025 
Male convicted suspects (1,165) 
Female convicted suspects (88) 
Source: Homicide Index from the Home 
Office 
Download this chart Figure 9: Male suspects 
convicted of homicide show a younger age 
profile than female suspects 
For the three years to YE March 2025, when 
looking at the principal suspect of a homicide 
offence, around 6 in 10 (61%) of those 
convicted were identified as White. This was a 
lower representation than in the general 
population (around 82%), based on Census 
2021 population figures. 
Around a quarter (24%) of suspects were 
identified as Black, six times higher than their 
representation in the general population (4%). 
Around 1 in 12 (8%) suspects were identified 
as Asian, a similar proportion to that seen in 
the general population (Appendix table 33). 
Differences in these figures are likely to be 
related to the ethnicity of the population 
differing by age, region and socioeconomic 
factors, which have not been taken into 
account. 
9. International homicide comparisons 
There are issues surrounding the comparability 
of international homicide data, therefore 
caution should be taken in comparing homicide 
rates across countries (see Section 12: Data 
sources and quality). 
The United Nations Office on Drugs and Crime 
(UNODC) published an updated Global study 
on homicide 2023, which showed that the 
global homicide rate was 58 per million 
population in 2021. The Americas and Africa, 
at 150 and 127 per million population, 
respectively, were the regions with the highest 
average homicide rates in 2021. In this 
context, England and Wales had a relatively 
low rate of homicide (8.6 per million 
population) in year ending (YE) March 2025. 
Latest published homicide data from UNODC 
show that the United States had a homicide 
rate of 58 per million population in 2023. 
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Latest homicide figures from 
Eurostat show that the homicide 

rates in 2023 for the EU and European 
Economic Area (EEA) ranged from 0.0 per 
million population in Liechtenstein to 42.0 per 
million population in Latvia. 
Compared with countries in the EU, the UK 
nations had middling homicide rates. The 
Scottish Government annual homicide figures 
showed that the rate of homicides in Scotland 
was 8.1 per million population in YE March 
2025, lower than the previous year (10.4). 
They recorded 45 victims, which was the 
lowest since comparable records began in 
1976. The Police Service of Northern Ireland 
homicide figures show there were 16 
homicides recorded by the police in Northern 
Ireland in YE March 2025, an increase of 3 
compared with the previous year and a rate 
of 8.3 per million population. 
10. Data on homicide in England and 
Wales: year ending March 2025 
Appendix tables: homicide in England and 
Wales 
Dataset | Released 5 February 2026 
Findings from the analyses based on the 
Homicide Index recorded by the Home 
Office, including long-term trends, sex of the 
victim, apparent method of killing and 
relationship to victim. 
11. Glossary 
Domestic homicide 
Homicides are recorded to be "domestic" 
when the relationship between a victim aged 
16 years and over and the perpetrator falls 
into one of the following categories: 
    spouse 
    common-law spouse 
    cohabiting partner 
    boyfriend or girlfriend 
    ex-spouse 
    ex-cohabiting partner or ex-boyfriend or 
girlfriend 
    adulterous relationship 
    son or daughter (including step and 
adopted relationships) 
    parent (including step and adopted 
relationships) 
    brother or sister 
    other relatives 
Drug-related homicide 
Information on drug and alcohol use is 
recorded by the police from toxicology 
reports, and suspect and witness statements. 
Drug-related homicides can be categorised 
as: 
    systemic homicides are those arising from 
the fact that prohibition of drugs creates an 
illegal market, in which grievances cannot be 
reconciled through normal judicial channels so 
they may be settled through violence 
    economic compulsive homicides arise if 
illicit drug users have to steal to fund their 
drug use; as a result, it is possible that a 
homicide may occur in the act of robbery or 
burglary 
    psychopharmacological homicides occur as 
a result of the psychological effects that 
drugs have on those who take them such as 
increased aggression or disinhibition 
Homicide incident 
A homicide incident can involve one or more 
victims but is only counted as one incident, 

while Homicide Index statistics are based on 
the number of victims. Therefore, homicide 
incident trend data are not affected by mass 
fatality homicides such as terrorist attacks. 
Homicide offences 
A collective term referring to the offences of 
murder, manslaughter and infanticide. 
Murder and manslaughter are common law 
offences that have never been defined by 
statute, although they have been modified by 
statute. The manslaughter category includes 
the offence of corporate manslaughter, which 
was created by the Corporate Manslaughter 
and Corporate Homicide Act 2007 and came 
into force on 6 April 2008. 
The offence of infanticide was created by 
the Infanticide Act 1922 and refined by the 
Infanticide Act 1938 (Section 1). Infanticide 
is defined as the killing of a baby aged 
under 1 year by their mother while the 
balance of her mind was disturbed as a 
result of giving birth. 
Homicide suspect 
For the purposes of the Homicide Index, a 
suspect in a homicide case is defined as 
either: a person who has been charged with 
a homicide offence, including those who were 
subsequently convicted and those awaiting 
trial, or a person who is suspected by the 
police of having committed the offence but is 
known to have died, including by suicide. 
Where there are multiple suspects, they are 
categorised in the Homicide Index as either 
the principal or a secondary suspect. The 
suspect with the longest sentence or most 
serious conviction is determined to be the 
principal suspect. In the absence of any court 
outcome, the principal suspect is either the 
person considered by the police to be the 
most involved in the homicide or the suspect 
with the closest relationship to the victim. 
12. Data sources and quality 
Data presented have been extracted from 
the Home Office Homicide Index, which 
contains detailed record-level information 
about each homicide recorded by police in 
England and Wales. Statistics based on the 
Home Office Homicide Index are accredited 
official statistics and were independently 
reviewed by the Office for Statistics 
Regulation in 2016. They comply with the 
standards of trustworthiness, quality and 
value in the Code of Practice for Statistics 
and should be labelled accredited official 
statistics.  
The Home Office Homicide Index contains 
detailed record-level information about each 
homicide recorded by police in England and 
Wales. These figures provide much more 
detail about the nature and circumstances of 
homicide offences than the main police 
recorded crime dataset. However, the level 
of detail in the Homicide Index means that 
these data take longer to collect and 
analyse. Headline figures, covering a more 
recent period, on the number of recorded 
homicides are published as part of our 
quarterly Crime in England and Wales 
bulletin. 
The Homicide Index is continually updated 
with revised information from the police as 
investigations continue and as cases are 
heard by the courts. The version used for 

analysis does not accept updates after it is 
"frozen" to ensure the data do not change 
during the analysis period. The data in this 
article refer to the position as at 5 December 
2025. 
Homicide Index data are based on the year 
when the offence was recorded as a crime, 
not when the offence took place or when the 
case was heard in court. While in the 
majority of cases the offence will be 
recorded in the same year as it took place, 
this is not always so. Caution is therefore 
needed when looking at longer-term 
homicide trends. For example, the 173 
homicides attributed to Doctor Harold 
Shipman as a result of Dame Janet Smith's 
inquiry took place over a long period of time 
but were all recorded by the police during 
year ending (YE) March 2003. 
Furthermore, where several people are killed 
by the same suspect, the number of homicides 
counted is the total number of victims killed 
rather than the number of incidents. For 
example, the 39 victims of human trafficking 
found in a lorry in Grays, Essex, in October 
2019 are counted as 39 individual 
homicides. 
When the police initially record an offence 
as a homicide, it remains classified as such 
unless the courts decide that a lesser offence, 
or no offence, took place. In all, 524 deaths 
were initially recorded as homicides by the 
police in YE March 2025. By 5 December 
2025, two were no longer recorded as 
homicide. 
Three-year averages are used to calculate 
homicide rates by ethnicity because of the 
low numbers of victims in some groups. Rates 
are based on the Office for National 
Statistics (ONS) 2021 Census estimates. The 
Other ethnicities category reported in this 
article includes Asian and Mixed or multiple 
ethnicities, to enable population statistics to 
match the categories in the Homicide Index. 
The Poisson distribution can be applied to the 
number of homicide incidents per year, with 
the number of these incidents being large 
enough to approximate the normal 
distribution. A statistical test (in this case a Z-
test) can be used to determine if the counts in 
each year were statistically significantly 
different from one another at the 95% 
confidence level (that is, whether there has 
been a true change in the underlying risk). 
Further information on this methodology can 
be found in Section 11 of our Focus on violent 
crime and sexual offences, England and 
Wales: year ending March 2016 article. 
Home Office statisticians undertake regular 
data quality exercises with police forces on 
suspect information, cancelled crimes and 
court outcomes for historical data. Information 
on these areas published in the tables may 
therefore differ from recent years, with data 
now being more complete. 
Homicide figures differ between countries 
and are not directly comparable for various 
reasons, including: 
    different definitions of homicide between 
countries 
    differing points in the criminal justice 
systems at which homicides are recorded, for 
instance, when the offence is discovered or  
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following further investigation or court 
outcome 
Figures for England and Wales are for 
completed homicides (that is excluding 
attempted murder) but, in some countries, the 
police register any death that cannot 
immediately be attributed to other causes as 
homicide. 

These are the charts. 
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From:  https://www.gov.uk/
government/news/deputy-prime-minister
-sets-out-vision-for-the-justice-system 
Press release 
Deputy Prime Minister sets out vision 
for the justice system 
Victims will benefit from a 
ôtransformedõ justice system, the 
Deputy Prime Minister has set out in a 
speech earlier today (24 February). 
From: 
    Ministry of Justice, HM Courts & 
Tribunals Service and The Rt Hon David 
Lammy MP  
Published 
    24 February 2026 
    New AI courts assistant and National 
Listing Framework to standardise listing 
and limit unnecessary delays for victims  
    ôBlitzõ courts surge to tackle backlog 
of assault against emergency workers  
    Vision for future of justice system set 
out in a speech at Excel Centre in London 
at the Microsoft AI Tour 
Speaking at the Microsoft AI Tour at the 
Excel Centre in London, David Lammy 
presented his vision for the future of the 
court system that will deliver faster and 
fairer justice for victims by combining 
investment, reform, and modernisation.   
The Deputy Prime Minister also set out 
several key measures that will be taken 
forward from Part Two of Sir Brian 
Levesonõs Independent Review of 
Criminal Courts.   
This included the creation of a National 
Listing Framework ð standardising the 
process of how it is decided when cases are 
heard in court to stop there being a variation 
from court to court.  
It will help address what many view as a 
postcode lottery for victims of crime. This will 
help ensure serious cases, like rape and 
sexual offences, are treated with the 
consistency and urgency they deserve.   
Alongside this the Government will also 
support the courts and the judiciary in 
resolving older cases through òBlitzó courts. 
This is where courts list similar cases together 
over a short period of time ð concentrating 
court resources and the expertise required ð 
and helping to ensure any guilty pleas come 
earlier in the process. It will also make it less 
likely that court time is wasted when a case 
cannot proceed at the last minute.  
Beginning from April 2026, these Blitz courts 
in London will focus on assaults on emergency 
workers to progress and clear older cases 
that have been waiting years for justice.    
These measures address fundamental 
changes to how the criminal justice system 
operates in the modern era and a failure to 
renew justice at the pace the modern world 
demands.Police are arresting and charging 
more people and in the digital era cases 
have been increasingly complex with 90% of 
all crime having some form of digital 
evidence. 
At the opening of the speech the Deputy 
Prime Minister set out the problems the justice 
system faces and how technology could 
deliver faster and fair justice: 
    Recently I visited the Ontario Court of 

Justice in Toronto. Itõs a large modern 
building, digital by design. Purposefully 
paperless with judge-only trials handling 
down quick and fair justice for summary and 
some more offencesé  
    Itõs efficient, orderly and above all it 
works. Walking through the courthouse, I had 
an uncomfortable realisation: I felt less like a 
visitor from another country and more like 
one from another time, catching a glimpse of 
what could be. A vision of justice designed 
for the world as it is, not as it once wasé  
    We inherited a justice system on the point 
of collapse in every arena and it falls to us to 
fix it. To reform the justice system so that it 
can reacté  
    Founded on the progressive principles that 
have underpinned Britainõs criminal justice 
system for centuries. But shaped with the 
realism of recognising that this era requires 
new structures to produce justice that is swift 
and fair. 
The Deputy Prime Minister also set out his 
plan to dramatically expand the use of AI 
throughout the court system to better support 
the courts, save time and improve efficiency 
and transparency. This includes using AI to 
transcribe more hearings, including within the 
Immigration and Asylum Tribunals, using it to 
anonymise material across the court system as 
well as summarising judgments.   
Alongside this HMCTS will also pilot an AI-
assisted listing assistant to make it easier for 
cases to be listed, moving away from pen 
and paper and introducing digital scheduling 
as advocated by Sir Brian. 
Other measures set out by the Deputy Prime 

Minister as part of the speech 
included: 
    Expanding Case  Co-
ordinators to all Crown Court 
centres ð ensuring each court 
has specialist staff whose job is 
to move cases forward and 
handling routine tasks that 
would otherwise take up judgesõ 
time.  
    Working with the judiciary to 
expand the pool of judges 
eligible to be filmed when 
passing sentencing ð increasing 
t r a n s p a r e n c y  a n d 
understanding of the court 
process and ensuring the public 
can see justice being served.   
    Investing in new video 
infrastructure to expand online 
hearings while still maintaining 
fairness and transparency. This 
will mean more video hearings 
in the Crown and Magistratesõ 
Courts than ever before ð 
saving time, money and making 
the system more flexible.   
    Expanding a scheme already 
used in cities like Manchester, 
Bristol, and Nottingham which 
will mean more local authorities 
will allow prisoner vans to use 
bus lanes to deliver defendants 
to court. The department will 
also work with Transport for 
London to reduce avoidable 

delays and keep the justice system moving. 
The speech follows the announcement this 
morning that the criminal courts will be 
funded at the highest ever level to hear as 
many cases as possible next year to speed 
up justice for victims. The agreement between 
the Deputy Prime Minister and the senior 
judiciary guarantees there will be no cap on 
the number of days the Crown Court can sit 
next year. It also agreed that the 
magistratesõ courts will be funded to the 
highest operational capacity.  
For the first time, firm funding commitments 
have been agreed for the next three years 
simultaneously ð giving the justice system the 
long-term stability it needs to plan ahead. 
Concluding his speech the Deputy Prime 
Minister said:  
    Today, we are calling time on that system 
and consigning it to the past ð from our huge 
investment in the courts, to our comprehensive 
reform programme and our plans to use 
technology to turbo-charge how justice is 
doneé  
    We will renew the system after years of 
decline, so that it is serious about justice as it 
exists today and once again weõre able to 
deliver the swifter outcomes that victims 
should be able to expect and have always 
deserved. 
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