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Ukraine Hammers Belgorod

Bombardment on town over the border

T Al concepttial image

Ukraine e immediate comment from UkrainianThe information environment remains

officials. contested. Russian officials emphasise both
Russi ads Def e ndefenceMiciviliars tdisryptios aandd tha i number of
based on The Independent systems shot down dozens of Ukrainiaintercepted dronesfi a narrative that

https://www.independent.co.uk/news/ drones overnight as part of a broader highlights damage while projecting defensive
world/europe/ukrainerussiawar-live-trump  attack, including more than 20 overeffectiveness. At the same time, the absence
-putinzelenskymissilesnapb2928632.html  Belgorod, suggesting a combined dr@amet  of independent verification leaves open
Russia says Ukraine has caused missile operation. International outlets havguestions about targeting intent, operational
Oserious d a ma g e olargely rejayed effiiabRusgiap accounts, bubbjectives and the full extent of the impact.
infrastructure in the border region of there has been no independent-tbe Separately, Ukraineds
Belgorod following a new wave of ground _ verification (_)f the scale ofan 0|_I depot overnlg_ht in the_ Russian
missile and drone strikes. destruction, casualty figures, or the exaabccupied Luhansk region, reporting a large

Belgorod governor Vyacheslav Gladkov saidmunltlons used. fire at the facility. Kyiv has sustained attacks

the attqckﬁ ~des<_:r_ibed by local authorities - g,\r,]o Rsliﬁiﬁsn ir? nggéoffj e\t;i’thliﬂd#\%ng
as 0 mafs disruptedoéelectricity, water  days
supplies_ and_hgating in the c[ty ang On t.he diplomatic front, President
surouning dirts about 40 jonert il ] JN Velodymyr zeensiy said the nex

; - o Lo (i x g} round of USbrokered trilateral
strike in five da_lys to inflict significan peace talks between Russia and
Qamage n the region. Ukraine is likely to take place in Abu
oSerious .d amage has Dhabi in early March, following
infrastructure facilities. As a result, the | reconstruction discussions in Geneva.
gaives t:eﬁn [10\;vecr) r(])u;ages, awrf?tzr suppiy : N In_his nightly address, Zelensky said
said RussF,)ian media and local ouildi focus would be on finalising
repdrted partial blackouts and ongoing A damaged building security - guarantees and preparing ;

ts of the outages. There was Belgorod has been . for a potenti al meeting

assessmen ges. Rﬂ)eatedly targeted in recent months.Meanwhile, the International Monetary Fund

: L7 > Previous strikes have damaged powempproved an $8.1 billion, fouyear loan

= stations and water pumping facilities, atprogramme for Ukraine, with $1.5 billion to
times leaving residents without hot watetbe disbursed immediately to address
Analysts note that cumulative hits on the samgdening budget shortfalls.
energy infrastructure increase the likelihoodey developments:
of prolonged service disruption and Russi a reports oseri
complicate repairs. energy infrastructure in Belgorod after

Aroad in a poor part of the city
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Ukrainian strikes.
Second major attack on the region in GREENS CELEBRATE IN STYLE ]
five days. :
Ukraine says it struck an oil depot in
Russianccupied Luhansk

Next round of Russldkraine talks likely in
Abu Dhabi in early March, Zelensky says
IMF approves $8.1bn support package for
Ukraine, with $1.5bn released immediately
Ukraine unveils expanded amwione
measures, including plans to cover 4,000k
of roads with protective netting by yeand
Report claims Russia has routed $8bn i
trade through British island territories since
the invasion

Analysts suggest Russia is unlikely to launch
major new offensive amid heavy battlefield
losses.

Institute for the Study of War says President
Putin is planning mandatory reserve-ual

as casualties rise

BASED OMNttps://www.bbc.co.uk/news/ intensify scruti ny dmarhatic 8versals fore liabour i8S ppasr me r &

articles/cr453rvy6kvdyy By Jennifer leadership. history A the sixth largest majority
McKiernan, Political reporter and Becky Delivering an emotional acceptance speecloverturned at a byelection since 1946 in
Morton, Political reporter Spencerfi a local plumberfi said she a constituency the party had held for almost

Green Party wins Gorton and Denton would stand up for communities who feeh century.

by-election, pushing Labour into third ol ef t behindd as s heSpeneet wob 14z2080evdtesajustnuaderodd% t y
place more than 4,000 votes. of ballots cast, with a swing of 26.4% from

The Green Party has secured its -fngtr The contest marks- Labourddosebendsr dgns.
Westminster bylection victory after Hannah election defeat since returning to governmersoodwin finished second on 10,578 votes,
Spencer won the Gorton and Denton seafl 2024, and its second loss to a party witwh i | e Labourds Angelik
taking it from Labour. only a small parliamentary presence. ~ with 9,364. .

Labour had captured the Greater The vacancy arose following the resignatiothe Conservatives endured their wevstr
Manchester constituency with more than h&lf former health minister Andrew Gwynnepy-election performance, with ~Charlotte

the vote at the 2024 general election, putWho had been suspended from theCadden securing just 706 votes. Liberal
was pushed into third place this time, ﬁnishir%arllamentary party last year over offensive Democrat candidate Jackie Pearcey received

behind Reform UK. The outcome is likely {§€SSages shared on WhatsApp. 653.
The result represents one of the most

based onhttps://
www.bbc.co.uk/news/articles/
cvgv785n23e0 =
The Crown Prosecutionf & ged
Service (CPS) has failed i ' nearby building and
its attempt to overturn the | 8§ a \ |~ . | slashed at him with a large
acquittal of a man who set F2 80 " A ; @ B Knife, telling police he was
fire to a copy of the Quran e % e W =\ defending his religion.

. . Kadri received a
outside . the Turklsh suspended prison sentence
consulate in London.

> ] in September. Coskun has
Hamit Coskun, 51, was convictg = since been provided with

last June of a religiouslyp. ) '»1 ' e 3 N | Home Office
aggravated public order | : - i accommodation after
offence after holding a bumlng receiving threats following

Quran aloft and shouting arf=— the incident.

expletive about Islam during &

protest outside the Turkish embassy BPS and called on the Director of Publichased on https://www.bbc.co.uk/news/
February last year. . Prosecutions to step down. articles/cgjz1x5elxyo

However, in October, Mr Justice Bennathapyring a hearing earlier this month, CPSyPaul Seddon, Political reporter

overturned the conviction at Southwarkaywyers argued that Mr Justice BennathaiSpain to check Gibraltar arrivals under
Crown Court following an appeal by Coskunh a'd erred in concl udjogiBrexitdealt Coskunds acti
The CPS subsequently challenged that rulijge r ¢ n o't 0di sor der | 3pfin tP dversee Gibralthr a@ivals ulder € .
at the High Court, seeking to have thqinlikely to cause harassment, alarm ofew posBrexit agreement

original conviction restored. But on Fridaygistress. British travellers arriving in Gibraltar will be

Lord Justice Warby and Ms Justice Obicoskun, who identifies as an atheist, hagh u"ig to present their passports to

Coskun being attacked
during the protest. A man,
later identified as Moussa
Kadri, emerged from a

dismissed the appealshoutad md:s| aWe i & & gfafidy i vorfler @fficialy QAdEro & ingwnd

persuaded that the court left any materialo Qur an is burningé chétdemehOwitt theeEU hfnBYOAR feindviAgt | C
factor out of account or relied on anyin Rutland Gardens, Knightsbridge. Hehecks along the land border between

i mmaterial factor. 6 opposedthe CPS appeal and attended thegipraltar and Spain.

In response, the Free Speech Union describegyh Court hearing in person. ) The detajls, set out in a 1,09@ge draft

the outcome as a 0huggiV fbotadel rdleisedfy thé @PS Ghoefdary ?p?]bﬁshed on Thursday, confirm a
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system of dual border checks a
Gi bral tards ai
The deal is intended to provide
longterm certainty for the |

those attacks caused little damage. Spanish
dictator General Francisco Franco declined
to join a Nazi plan to occupy Gibraltar, but
revived Spain's claim to the territory after
British overseas territory, whosd the war. As the territorial dispute intensified,
status has faced uncertaint A | Spain closed its border with Gibraltar
since the Brexit referendum ’ p e ? between 1969 and 1985 and
nearly a decade ago. i : ; ' communications links were severed. Spain's
Negotiations intensified ahea position was supported by Latin American
of the EUG6s pl countries, but was rejected by Britain and the
of new entry checks for} Gibraltarians themselves, who vigorously
passengers entering th asserted their right to setfetermination.
Schengen zone in April.
Although Gibraltar will not [
formally join the Schengen areaf

based on a release from
fromyvirgin news

fi which consists of 29 mostly T o Virgin Media 02 | aun

EU countries including Spdin Spanish through EU customs facilities in Spaidirectto-device satellite mobile
authorities wi |-l i n elénnatingdhe needfar eustams checks at thgryice.

Schengesstyle checks within a designatedland border. irgin Media O2 has become the first mobile
area. These checks will take place afterAdditionally, the UK and EU have Committegperator in the UK and across Europe
initial controls carried out by Gibraltarian to contributing to a new fund aimed ati; sctivate directo-device satellite data

officials. . . . supporting training and employmentconnectivity, introducing a new service called
Under the treaty, Spanish officers will haveopportunities in  neighbouring  Spanisiyy gateliite.

the authority to arrest, search, and questioregions. The launch makes the UK the first European
travellers when justified during borderGibraltar was excluded from the KU country to offer live satellitg-smartphone
control procedures. trade agreement concluded in 2021 and hasygpile data services. Powered by Starlink
The arrangement is expected to pave thepreviously been described by the UKpirect jo Gell, the technolog

way for the eventualgowvemaweintofasolba h\eée rljaghérsh :
the 1.2km fence separating Gibraltar fromj i gsaw. 0 The newl yaread fhz{} dhad hd Baditonal
Spain. Around half dofmali€as la pdditical agre@énent reachek f”sfbﬁaf? e

crosses this border daily. Spanish Foreigiune last year and outlines how the neWyiih the introduction of O2 Satellite, the
Minister José Manuel Albares described tharrangements will function in practice. c
agreement as mar ki nghetdmak treaty & nawf undergaing finkl agsstio 9506/ an expansion equivalent to
wal | in continent al Iégal revipreand translation. It will require roughly twethirds of Wales. The service is
The UK government has compared the nempproval from both the UK and Europeanyqg; ned to automatically connect customers
system to the dual bParliachents befote & cak take effect. L o n \ﬂaogrét%llﬁe when they move beyond the
St Pancras station, where both British and ——eFE reach of terrestrial mobile networks,
French officials screen Eurostar passengersHistory from wikipedia providing coverage in rural, coastal and
British nationals account for the majority oGibraltar became part of the unified (omote parts of the country. '
Gibraltards touri s m,Kingdoenp of eSpanndnd megnain8d6 unbetey> Qdialiite supports text messaging and
all airport departures in 2024, according to Spanish rule until 1704. It was capturedygpile data across selected apps, including
the territoryds | at eduring theoWar daf thenSpahiaht Saiccession bWhatsApp, Messenger and Google Maps,
Concerns over enforcement powers an AngleDutch fleet in the name of Charlesii WhatsApp messaging and calls
Since Brexit, Gibraltar residents have beeVI of Austria, the Habsburg contender to the,qijaple.  Additional apps and broader
able to cross into Spain without passporBpanish throne. At the war's end, Spaifeyice compatibility are expected to follow.
stamps, although there have been periodiceded the territory to Britain under the termsyy |qunch. the service is available to
complaints from Gibraltar about stricterof the 1713 Treaty of Utrecht. customers’ using the latest Samsung
checks by Spanish police. Spain attempted to regain control Ofsmartphones, with support for more
From April, Spain was set to introduce th&ibraltar, which Britain had declared a manufacturers to be added soon.

EUJ s new automat &d Crownrcdany, threughs miliang, dipIomaticBeyond expanding coverage into former

pfevio

including biometric screening at the and economic pressure. Gibraltar wasy [.g pots, o6 the satellit
Gibraltar crossing. The UK governmenbesieged and heavily bombarded during jqded resilience. In the rare event of a local
warned that such measures could severetiree wars between Britain and Spain, bubanwork outage where standard cellular
damage Gibraltarods etoecattackmwere repulsed on each occasiopyyerage is unavailable, customers will still
Gi braltards Chief M Bynthie hdeofrthe last siee, in the laRI 18R 1 6|Ot0 connect via satellite.

welcomed the agreement, saying it providegentury, Gibraltar had faced fourteen siegesthe service has been developed through a
0Othe certainty our ip560yparseinthe yedrs atteuthei BatbeoR R st artnership with SpaceX, using
need. 6 The territor YrafagarpGibsaltat becaneraanajorvase §a} | E i-Hakhorisit sateditas to transmit
implement the deal from 10 April, when thein the Peninsular War. The colony grevho 55 | i censed mobi |l e

EUOG s new border s y gapidlynduring thes18th earudaréy d20tht sPace to smartphones. The commercial rollout
become fully operational. centuries, becoming a key British possessi@fows successful internal trials conducted by
In the House of Commons, Foreign Offida the Mediterranean. It was a key stopping\/irgin Media O2 staff across the UK.

Minister Stephen Doughty described th@oint for vessels en route to India via theinitially 02 Satellite will be offered as a £3
agreement as evi de-ncSeez€analaA lage Bntishaaval basd wasy Q& month bolon for O2 Pay Monthly
operationd with the cénhslructed there at lgraah expense atatheg sion&rs. In the near future, it will be
power. However, Conservative shadovend of the 19th century and became thej,ciuded at no additional cost for customers
minister Wendy Morton called for detailed backbone of Gibraltar's economy. Britishy ' 028s Ul ti mate Pl an.

scrutiny of the treaty and raised concerngontrol of Gibraltar enabled the Allies to |\t schiller. CEO of Virgin Media 02
about potenti al 0 0 p eontot theo en@aince movtfmrMeﬁtarrariea’rbesﬁ%ed the launch as a landmark moment
Spanish authorities. during the Second World War. It was for yk connectivity, saying the company is

The agreement also states that most goodsttacked on several occasions by Germar,gmmitied to ensuring customers remain
bound for Gibraltar will be processed Italian and Vichy French forces; however,
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Volunteers said it had observeds o me o f the capital ds
oconcerningly lwihg@h ploelviecles 6h awd descri
family voting during the poll, of device snatches.

describing the practice as illegal 1 | geting Londonds bus.i

and potentially coercive. Surveillance and intelligented policing

In a statement, Mr Farage said: o ified several hots ots where the gang
OReform has tong ﬁ |c|ud|ng
A t

man f er|)9
any caseés 0 %'t rd ne of

the_ Electoral Commission and thﬂeavny visited shopplng destlnatlons
police. ‘What was witnessed ""py o505 in the West End, where crowds
yesterday is deeply concerning o unering hefore and after performances
and raises serious questlon%reated opportunities
3%0,1[12 Ctrh:ti(':megrr'tgc eosfs thl n Major tourist landmarks, often filled

P with Elstracted sightseers

predominantly Mi Srthibs acrBss central
In an earlier post on X, he wrote:

Conceptualised STARLINK orbiting satellites 0This election A"Y;&;ﬁj, @l%d o e}aﬁot, ory for
e

sectarian voting
eteBtill sa‘§/ & fie V\)OI’R ﬂmct‘?oned as a
connected wherever they are. He noted thaThe Green Party rejected the claims Well—organlsed enterprise rather than a

the service delivers entirely new coverageaccusing Mr Farage of attempting 10 oo™ of isolated thefts According to
across a substantial portion of the countrgiscredit the democratic outcome. A party & - cioators: '
overnight and forms part of wider investmens pok esper son sai d: \ﬁe% B o t. erd’ gl L Slmga ot d
in the companyds mo bundeeninen ¢he wlemogkratic result and 'ﬁ?rryln hi h/alu smar hon s

Baroness Lloyd, Minister for the Digitast r ai ght out of the i blc?/cles
Economy, called the launch a significant stdpe s pi t e  Mr Farageds canry ‘8u‘f‘r§prd nsatcbnd- ﬁf t@ K
for t he UKD3 s posi dhalrmam Dr i David Bud \saadn thee garty Devices were quickly dlsabled W|th SIM

connectivity, highl:. nt L Y98
i i ; From Wikipedia afds réemoved to hinder tracking
leadership in nexgeneration  mobile = Stolen phones were then transported out

innovation. . R
Stephanie Bednarek, Vice President of gglérc])rnglc;nthrough established distribution

Starlink Commercial Sales, said the
partnership ensures millions of people across
the UK can access data, voice and video
services through apps in areas without
traditional network coverage.

The activation of 02 Satellite follows
Of comb6s approval of t
satelliteto-smartphone services.

Virgin Media O2 has recently received
industry recognition for network
performance, including being named the
most improved mobile network in Europe by
Umlaut Connect. The company also won Beg
Mobile Network Coverage at the Uswitch
Telecoms Awards for the second consecutivg network provider immediately to block the

year. In its 2025 fulyear results, Virgin ) SIM and report the theft to police, quoting

Media O2 reported that its 5G Standalone the deviceds | MEI numbe
network now covers 87% of the UK outdooaccepted the byelection result. Asked Ongoing crackdown

populationii the largest footprint of its kind wh et her alleged ounpg M@[r p%l*tjaﬁ Bolice QPOFésﬁepé&]l id th@ f
nationwide. illegal family vot 'OB aflgn dI@rﬁo Astratésia a)cus

. . outcome, he told 't klln@ grﬁénlsedor{et@vorké Bemnd k%tF‘eétn 9
based on evening standard article candid, probably not

. . . e.
Nigel Farage has triggered a_po||t|ca| Pressed on whether Reform would challenge t1/'i s sends a cl ear me
row after cl ai n ghe qulhn@cy ‘@ fhe wote, DrByll Ifep"?d@afgetlng tho € who prey on Londoners and
victory in the Gorton and Denton by oNo . It hink ] % IsY 61 Mm% T2 d k et shp?
el ection amounted stan) bacléanddoo talho;o\pshwnh €08 ave mﬁde significant arresIEs we encourage ’
sectarian voting a %Qgei ﬁ’] eove atepub 6coesﬁ‘iya‘l'eFian@] eport SubpftiBu ‘

It Gelislod' Wolid be a bady g1,

The Reform UK leader said his party ha : h. b ehavi
referred allegatins % S 159 hmi Vo MWo tN Uy dh@arr@s&'foﬂﬂpﬁrf‘ofe?broaderstrategy
where one voter accompanies another into to combat street crime in the capital, with
polling booth and may influence their chmcoﬁhaes%sgo|ICOQSmh;;?f)Algé'éguizg?hgﬁ/ggmi/ increased patrols in known hotspots and plain

fi to both the Electoral Commission and the, -clothes officers deployed to disrupt further
offending. Police are continuing to appeal

Advice for the public
With phone theft still a persistent problem in
urban centres, police are urging residents
and visitors to take precautions:

Keep devices secured in zipped pockets

c e Ardags, padgieularly in crowded locations

Avoid using phones near train or Tube
doors, where opportunistic thefts frequently
occur

Activate tracking f
My Phonedé and use str
instead of simple patterns

If a phone is stolen, contact your

rgetingtourists.html

olice. .

green candidate Hannah Spencer, Capital Crime Gang Dismantled in for witnesses and urge victims to report
Manchester councillor and plumber, won t?Major Police Operation incidents, saying each case helps strengthen
contest with 14,980 08‘%’; Poligee gffigarsphavg @ a%‘( aiptelliggnce against organised gangs
Goodwin finished second on 10, 578 Wh,|eS|gn|f|cant low to organised crime, breakingoperating in London.

Labourds Angeli ki syp pogdlna@cggﬁ@g behipd; g syrge —

9,364, in a result seen as a S|gn|f|cantm° phone thefts across central Londg

setback for Sir Keir Starmer. The group had been linked to aspate ol 5T E| | YOUR FRI ENDS
Election monitoring group DemocracyObbe“eS targeting tourists and commuters
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Homicide in England and Wales: year The number of male victims (366yegions across England and in Wales, but
ending March 2025 decreased by 10% (from 408), while the there were increases in the East of England
Analysis of recordlevel information about number of female victims (155) remainedfrom 40 to 56) and the South East (from 50

each homicide recorded by police in similar to the previous year (158). to 63) regions. Numbers can fluctuate from
England and Wales, held within the Home  There were 34 homicides where the victimear-to-year at the regional level.

Office Homicide Index. was a teenager (aged 13 to 19 years), thisLongefterm trends in homicide

This is the latest release. was 32 fewer than the previous year (66)Compared with most other crimes, the
View previous releases and the lowest recorded since YE Marchomicide rate remains very low, with 8.6

These are accredited official statistics. Click2013 (31); this decrease reflected a declinehomicides recorded per million population
for information about types of official in sharp instrument homicides, from 54 to 2@uring YE March 2025, the lowest rate since

statistics. Contact: offences in this age group. 1977 (Figure 1).
ONS Centre for Crime and Justice The homicide rate for those in the Blackigure 1: The homicide rate was the lowest it
Release date: ethnic group was 36.8 victims per milliorhas been since 1977
5 February 2026 population over the thregear period to YE Homicide rate, England and Wales, year
Table of contents March 2025, over four times higher than forending (YE) December 1970 to YE March
Main points the White ethnic group (7.7 victims per2025
Trends in homicide million population). Rate of homicide offences per million
Variations in homicide victimisation by The number of knife or sharp instrumemgopulation
personal characteristics homicides has decreased by a fifth (21%)Source: Homicide Index from the Home
The relationship between victims afidm 261 to 205 victims in YE March 20250ffice
suspects compared with the previous year; this wadNotes:
The most common methods of killing the lowest number recorded since YE March YE December 1987 includes 15 victims of
Circumstances and location of homicides 2015 when 186 offences were recorded.  Michael Ryan.
Drug and alcohetelated homicides There were 111 domestic homicides in YE YE ending March 2001 includes 58
Suspects in homicide cases March 2025, slightly lower than the previousChinese nationals who suffocated in a lorry
International homicide comparisons year (117) and of these victims, 75 wereon the way into the UK.
Data on homicide in England and Walesiomen and 36 were men; 67 were killed by YE ending March 2003 includes 173
year ending March 2025 a partner or expartner. victims of Doctor Harold Shipman.
Glossary 2. Trends in homicide YE ending March 2004 includes 20 cockle
Data sources and quality As homicide is a relatively lewolume pickers who drowned in Morecambe Bay.
Related links offence, there tend to be fluctuations in YE ending March 2006 includes 52 victims
Cite this article numbers from year to year. This is especiallgf the 7 July London bombings.
Note: graphs and tables (where included) atrle where data have been broken down YE ending March 2011 includes 12 victims
at the end of this article. further for analyses of sufroups of the of Derrick Bird shooting.
1. Main points population. Figures should therefore be YE ending March 2017 includes 96 victims
There were 522 victims of homicideinterpreted with caution. of Hillsborough and four victims of the

recorded in year ending (YE) March 2025,There were 522 victims of homicide in yeaWestminster Bridge attack.

8% lower than the previous year (566 ending (YE) March 2025, 44 fewer (an 8% YE ending March 2018 includes 31 victims

victims) and the lowest number recordedecrease) than the previous year (5660f the terrorist attacks that involved multiple

since YE March 2015 (504). victims; Appendix table 1). victims, including the Manchester Arena
The homicide rate was 8.6 homicideJhis was the lowest number of homicides sifm@mbing, and the London Bridge attack. It

recorded per million population during YEYE March 2015 when 504 were recorded. also includes 11 victims from the Shoreham

March 2025, the lowest rate since 1977. The number of homicides decreased in magt crash.
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YE ending March 2020 includes 39 humanmictims has decreased in the latest yearerrorist attacks that involved multiple victims,
trafficking victims who were found dead in awhile the number of female victims wasncluding the Manchester Arena bombing,
lorry in Essex. similar to last year and the London Bridge attack. It also includes

Homicide Index data are based on theNumber of homicide victims, England andil victims from the Shoreham air crash.
year when the offence was recorded as aWales, year ending (YE) March 2008 to YE YE March 2020 includes 39 human

crime, not when the offence took place oMarch 2025 trafficking victims who were found dead in a

when the case was heard in court. Number of homicide victims lorry in Essex.

Figure 1: Mar 2025 Teenage homicides

The homicide rate was the lowest it has beed Male: 366 There were 34 homicides in YE March 2025
since 1977 0 Female: 155 where the victim was a teenager (aged 13

Homicide trends can be affected by singleSource: Homicide Index from the Hom#o 19 years), almost half the number (66)

incidents involving multiple victims. In YH&fice recorded the previous year and the lowest
March 2025, there were 508 separate Notes: recorded since YE March 2013 (31). This

homicide incidents, 41 fewer than the YE March 2017 includes 89 male anddecrease reflected a decline in sharp
previous year (549 homicide incidentspeven female victims of the Hillsborougimstrument homicides, from 54 to 22 offences.
(Appendix table 2). Thiswas the lowest disaster. In around twehirds (65%) of these offences,
number of incidents since 488 in YE March YE March 2017 includes one female andhe method of kiling was with a knife or
2015. Figure 2 shows the number of three male victims of the Westminster Bridgsharp instrument (Appendix table 10). This
separate homicide incidents, rather tharttack. compared with 39% for all homicide victims.
number of victims, as an alternative picture YE March 2018 includes 21 female andSee Section 5: The most common methods of
on trends. 10 male victims of terrorist attacks thatkilling for more detail on sharp instrument
Figure 2: The number of homicide incident§volved multiple victims, and 11 male victimgncluding knives) homicides.

has fallen compared with the previous year Of the Shoreham air crash. _ Ethnicity n
Number of homicide incidents, England and YE March 2020 includes 30 male and ninéSeven out of ten (367 or 70%) homicide
Wales, year ending (YE) March 2001 to YEfemale victims whose bodies were found in gictims in YE March 2025 were from the

March 2025 lorry in Essex. White ethnic group (based on the ethnicity
Number of homicide incidents The number of male and female victimi&dentified by the investigating officer). This
Mar 2022 will not add up to the total number of compared with 82% of people identifying as
6 Number of homicide incidents: 650 homicide victims for YE March 2025 as onbeing in the White ethnic group at the time
Source: Homicide Index from the Homuictim was recorded as being of unknowmf the last Census of Population in England
Office Sex. and Wales in 2021. This was a similar

Download this chaRigure 2:The number of Download this chart Figure 3: The number efumber compared with the previous year.
homicide incidents has fallen compared witfale homicide victims has decreased in tfithere were 73 victims identified as being

the previous year latest year, while the number of femalefrom the Black ethnic group in YE March
The number of incidents recorded in YREictims was similar to last year 2025, accounting for 14% of all victims. This
March 2025 was not statistically significantlyymage .csv .xls was almost four times higher than the 4% of

different than the previous year, although itFor both male and female victims, where geople identifying as being in the Black
was significantly lower than YE March 2022.suspect had been charged, most suspeathnic group in Census 2021. The number of
Further information on the methodology useyere male. This was the case for 90% (104Black victims fell by 25% (a fall of 24
to test statistical Significance can be found |ﬁf female victims and 91% (230) of male ViCtimS) Compared with YE March 2024; this

Section 12: Data sources and quality. victims (Appendix table 34). is the lowest number of Black victims since YE
3. Variations in homicide victimisation by The latest annual homicide rate for maleMarch 2016. The largest fall within this
personal characteristics victims (12.3 per million population) was ovegroup was among male victims aged 16 to
Demographic factors discussed in this sectiyice th_at for femal_e victims (5.0 per million24 years (down fro_m_33 to 21). _ _
are not necessarily independently related toPopulation) Appendix table 4). There were 39 victims in the Asian ethnic
homicide. Although sex, age and ethnicitp*d€ group (7% of all victims). This was a similar

are important features in homicide, there are he most common ageoup for victims of proportion to the 9% of people identifying
likely to be many other important factors. Eothomicides recorded in YE March 2025 waas being in the Asian ethnic group in Census
example, socioeconomic indicators at thghpse aged 35 to 44 years (90 victims)2021. The number of As_ian victims was 11
individual and neighbourhood level have(Figure 4). _ fewer than the previous year (50)
also been shown to be related to the risk ofAS in previous years, while volumes werfAppendix table 6). _

being a victim using data from the Homicidéelatively small, children aged under 1 yearThere were clear differences in the age
Index. See the College of Policing report.had the highest rate of homicide for a singleprofile of victims between different ethnic
Patterns and trends in homicide in Englanar of age (31.6 per million population, 19 groups. For YE March 2025, over a quarter

and Wales and their implications for Victims) (Appendix table 4). of Black victims (29%) were aged 16 to 24
policing. The largest decrease was among those agegears, whereas this was a much lower
Sex 16 to 24 years, who saw a 41% decrease proportion for White victims (7%) (Figure 5;

As in previous years, the majority of homicidfom 106 to 63 offences. The largestAppendix table 5). This will partly reflect the
victims in year ending (YE) March 2025 werécrease was seen for victims aged 75 yearslifferent age distributions of ethnic groups in
male, making up 7 in 10 of all victims (70%)and older, which more than doubled (fronthe population. For further information see
with 3 in 10 being female (30%). However,27 to 57 victims). Trends by age group carour Ethnic group by age and sex, England
there continued to be important distinction8uctuate because of low numbers. and Wales: Census 2021 article.

between the sexes in their risk of being-igure 4: Levels of homicide were loweAccounting for different population sizes,
victims of different types of homicide. compared with the previous year for mosthose from the Black ethnic group had the
There were 366 male victims in YE MarcRg€e-groups o o highest rates of victimisatioAppendix
2025, a decrease of 10% (from 408), the Number of homicide victims, England antable 7). In the three years to YE March
lowest number of male victims since YE Maré¥ales, year ending (YE) March 2015 to YE2025, average rates per million population
2016 (363). The number of female victimg#iarch 2025 were over four times higher for Black people

(155) remained similar to the previous yeafNotes: . o (36.8 per million population) than those from
(158) (Figure 3)and was the lowest annual YE March 2017 includes 96 victims othe White ethnic group (7.7), and over three

total since electronic records began in 1977.Hillsborough and  four victims of thetimes higher than for Asians (10.6).
Figure 3: The number of male homicideWestminster Bridge attack. Figure 5:Over a quarter of Black homicide
YE March 2018 includes 31 victims of theictims were aged between 16 and 24 years
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Percentage of homicide victims, byyears and over to principal suspect, Englan&nives; 39%) (Figure 7). Excluding the victims
age and ethnicity, England and and Wales, year ending (YE) March 2025 of Hillsborough, over the last decade the

Wales, year ending (YE) March 2025 Female victims (134 offences) proportion of homicide offences committed
White Male victims (329 offences) by a sharp instrument has fluctuated
Black Partner or expartner between 37% and 46% each year.
Other Family Friends or acquaintances There were 205 homicides committed using a
Percentage of homicide victims Stranger knife or other sharp instrument recorded in
Source: Homicide Index from the Home Relationship not known year ending (YE) March 2025, a 21%
Office Other known decrease compared with the previous year
Notes: No suspect charged (261). This was the lowest number since YE
Officer-identified classification. Percentage of homicide victims March 2015 when 186 such offences were
From 1 April 2021, ethnicity categoriesSource: Homicide Index from the Home recorded(Appendix table 8).
were changed on the Homicide Index to beDffice The decrease in sharp instrument homicides
consistent with Office for National Statisticdotes: was because of a fall in male victims (from

(ONS) census groupings. To enable a time Partner or expartner includes boyfriend 206 to 150 offences). The number of female
series, "Other" has been grouped to includer girlfriend, commelaw spouse or victims was the same as the previous year
Asian (Indian subcontinent), Asian, Mixed ophabiting partner, espouse, exommon (55 offences).

Multiple ethnic groups and any other ethnitaw spouse or exohabiting partner, ex The number of White homicide victims killed
group. Previous ethnicity data can be foundoyfriend or exgirlfriend, spouse (including by a sharp instrument (132) was similar to
in our Homicide in England and Wales: yeacivil partner), adulterous relationship. the previous year (133), whereas the number
ending March 2021 article. Other known includes business associatd, Black victims decreased from 66 to 45
Download this chart Figure 5: Over a quartercasual sexual partner criminal associatevictims, the lowest number since YE March
of Black homicide victims were agedemotional rival, prostitute or client, carer2016 (41). Of these 45 Black homicide
between 16 and 24 years health worker or patient, customer or client. victims, around half (23) were aged under
4. The relationship between victims and  No suspect charged includes homicid25 years (Appendix table 12).

suspects offences where all suspects have beeithe most commonly used sharp instrument
As in previous years, there were importanacquitted at court. was a kitchen knife (95 homicides) in YE
differences between adult and child victims For the purposes of the Homicide Index, 8arch 2025, down 11% on the previous
in their relationship with suspects. Amorguspect in a homicide case is defined agear (107). Information on other types of
adult victims, there were also differenteither: a person who has been charged witlsharp instrument can be foundAippendix
patterns in the relationships with suspectshomicide offence, including those who wer@ble 9.

between men and women. subsequently convicted and those awaitin@ther methods of killing

Adult victims trial or a person who is suspected by theélThe second most common method of killing
Adult female victims (defined as those agegolice of having committed the offence but isvas by "kicking or hitting”, accounting for
16 years and over) were most commonlknown to have died or died by suicide. 111 homicides (21% of the total). As in
killed by a partner or expartner (40%) or a Download this chart Figure 6: The mogrevious years, the majority (85%) of victims
family member (16%) in year ending (YExommon suspect for female homicide victirkiled in this way were male.

March 2025. For adult males, the suspectedged 16 years and over was a partner or One in six (17%) female victims were killed

killer was more commonly a friend orex-partner by "strangulation, asphyxiation” (26 victims).
acquaintance (20%) or a stranger (18%)Child victims In contrast, a much smaller proportion of
(Figure 6). There were 59 victims of homicide agedmale victims (4%; 14) were killed this way.

In 29% of adult male homicides and 23% ofunder 16 years in YE March 2025; 37 boys,These figures reflect the different nature and
adult female homicides, no suspect had bee2il girls and one child recorded as being ofcircumstances of homicides by sex of victim.
charged at the time of analysis (this includesnknown sex. This was the highest numiéere were 32 homicide victims killed by
homicide offences where all suspects havecorded since YE March 2019 (when thershooting in YE March 2025 (6% of all

been acquitted). These numbers will fall awere 64). homicides), 10 more than the previous year.
police investigations continu@ppendix As of 5 December 2025, there were 24 Figure 7: Use of a sharp instrument was the
table 15). victims aged under 16 years (41%) formost common method of killing in homicide

There were 111 domestic homicides in Yighom no suspect had been charged (thisffences

March 2025, slightly lower compared withincludes homicide offences where all suspe®srcentage of recorded homicides, England
YE March 2024 (117) and similar to YEhave been acquitted). This number will fall aand Wales, year ending (YE) March 2025
March 2023 (110). Over twohirds of police investigations continue. For exampl&jale victims (366 offences)

victims of domestic homicide were womeior YE March 2024, 43% of victims aged Female victims (155 offences)

(68%) and almost a third were men (32%). under 16 years had no suspect charged asSharp instrument

Of the 111 domestic homicides, 67 victimsef 6 December 2024; this had fallen to 28% Blunt instrument

were killed by a partner or eypartner by 5 December 2025 and the proportion Hitting kicking etc. (without a weapon)

(down from 71), 24 by a parent, or son orwhere the suspect was a parent or stepStrangulation asphyxiation Shooting
daughter (down from 27) and 20 by another parent had increased from 43% to 55%. Burning

family member, a similar number to last yeaAs in previous years, the most commdPoison or drugs

(29). suspect for child victims, where recorded, walther

Of all adult female victims, over half (56%) a parent or stepparent (24%, 14 offences). Unknown

were a result of domestic homicides (75). Ot remained relatively uncommon for thos®ercentage of homicide victims

these 75 female victims, all but four wereaged under 16 years to be killed by a Strangulation asphyxiation

killed by a male suspect (Appendix tablestranger, with eight such offences in Y& Male victims (366 offences): 4

34). March 2025. 0 Female victims (155 offences): 17

In contrast, males were much less likely to Baurther information on suspect characteristi§surce: Homicide Index from the Home
the victim of a domestic homicide, with 11%s provided in Section 8: Suspects in homiciffice

(36) of male homicides being domesticcases. Notes:

related in YE March 2025. 5. The most common methods of killing "Other" includes explosion, motor vehicle,
Figure 6: The most common suspect fBharp instrument (including knives) drowning and other methods of killing.
female homicide victims aged 16 years andAs in previous years, the most commddownload this chart Figure 7: Use of a sharp
over was a partner or expartner method of killing, for both male and femaleinstrument was the most common method of
Relationship of homicide victims aged 1&ictims, was by a sharp instrument (includihgling in homicide offences
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(41%) than female victims (22%), similar (#®ppendix table 27).
6. Circumstances and location of homicidesprevious years. Court proceedings had concluded for 315
Circumstances of homicide The figures for suspects were similar to thesspects (60% of all suspects) and 12 had
Around half (51%, 266 offences) of afbr victims. Around a third (34%) of homicideed (2% of all suspects). Court proceedings
homicide cases were thought to have resuliadpects were recorded by the police to hawvere pending for 199 suspects (38% of all
from a quarrel, a revenge attack or a loss @een under the influence of alcohol and/suspects).
temper in year ending (YE) March 2025. Tdisgs at the time of the homicidappendix In the three years to YE March 2025, 81% of
was a similar proportion compared witlable 20). suspects indicted for homicide, where we have
previous years. This proportion was highfepund 3 in 10 (31%) victims were knownitdormation on a court outcome, were found
where the principal suspect was known to tigedrug users, and 15% to be drug dealerguilty of homicide, 14% were acquitted and
victim (59%), compared with when the suspeatse proportions were higher amoB8% were convicted of a lesser offence
was unknown (44%\ppendix table 18). suspects, with half (51%) known to be dri#gppendix table 28).
Furtherance of theft or gain accounted for 586ers and over a quarter (29%) to be drubhe case outcomes for suspects of homicides
of homicides (27 offences) and 4% (2falers. In a small proportion of cases, ttezorded in YE March 2025 (Appendix table
offences) occurred during irrational acts.  police identified the suspect's motive 28) will change as cases progress through the
As of 5 December 2025, the appareribbtaining drugs" (7%) or "stealing drugriminal justice system and more information
circumstances were not known for 17% pobceeds" (5%) (Appendix table 21). becomes available.
homicides (89 offences) recorded in YE Maftle proportion of homicides that havae, sex and ethnicity of convicted suspects
2025. This proportion was similar to tlevolved drug users or dealers, or have beEar the three years to YE March 2025, most
previous year and is likely to decrease as thelated to drugs in any way, increased oveuspects convicted of homicide were male
police complete investigations. the last decade, from 42% in YE March 2015,165 or 93%). Figure 9 shows the age
Location of homicides to 57% in YE March 2024. However, in tpeofile of those convicted of homicide.
Homicides were most likely to have takiatest year, the volume of such homicides Figsire 9:Male suspects convicted of homicide
place in a residential setting (Figure 8). Thelecreased by 18%, from 325 to 268. Thehow a younger age profile than female
were 294 victims killed in these settings inpré&portion also fell, down to 51%, the lowestispects
March 2025, down from 300 the previougyure since YE March 2020 (50%ppendix Percentage of convicted suspects, England and
year and the lowest annual total since recotdble 22). Wales, three years combined: year ending
on location of the homicide began. An alternative way of categorising homicideéE) March 2023 to YE March 2025
The number of victims killed in a street, pathtmat involved illicit drugs into three groupdale convicted suspects (1,165)
alleyway gradually increased between Y&stemic, economic compulsive, andfemale convicted suspects (88)
March 2015 and YE March 2024, but witssychopharmacological can be found Swurce: Homicide Index from the Home
considerable fluctuation between yeasppendix table 23 (See Section 11: Glossa@ffice
However, there was a 21% decrease in these definitions). In YE March 2025, 136 (26Bownload this chart Figure 9Male suspects
offences in YE 2025, from 160 to 12@f total homicides) met the criteria for one convicted of homicide show a younger age
(Appendix table 19). more of these categories. Of these: profile than female suspects
The patterns in homicide location for female76 homicides (15% of total homicideBpr the three years to YE March 2025, when
and male victims reflect differing victimvere systemic homicides looking at the principal suspect of a homicide
suspect relationships and circumstance26 homicides (5% of total homicides) weséfence, around 6 in 10 (61%) of those
described earlie(Appendix table 19). economic compulsive homicides convicted were identified as White. This was a
Figure 8:Female homicide victims were mos74 homicides (14% of total homicidewer representation than in the general
likely to be killed in or around a house avere psychopharmacological homicides  population (around 82%), based on Census
dwelling, and male victims in public places These categorisations are based on @@21 population figures.
Percentage of recorded homicides, EnglaBdldstein tripartite framework. See oukround a quarter (24%) of suspects were
and Wales, year ending (YE) March 2025 Measuring drugrelated homicideidentified as Black, six times higher than their

Male victims (366 offences) methodology: February 2024 for moreepresentation in the general population (4%).
Female victims (155 offences) information. Around 1 in 12 (8%) suspects were identified
House dwelling (in and around) 8. Suspects in homicide cases as Asian, a similar proportion to that seen in
Street Homicide cases are often complex and dhe general population (Appendix table 33).
footpath take considerable time to reach an outcomeifferences in these figures are likely to be
Alleyway court. related to the ethnicity of the population
Open outdoor area Last year's article reported that in yeadiffering by age, region and socioeconomic
Licensed premises ending (YE) March 2024, 23% of homicifectors, which have not been taken into
Other cases had no suspects charged as ofadeount.
Unknown December 2024 when data were extracted. International homicide comparisons
Source: Homicide Index from the Hom&om the Homicide Index for analysis. This fhere are issues surrounding the comparability
Office since fallen to 17% (as of 5 December 2026j international homicide data, therefore
Notes: as police have had more time to concluckution should be taken in comparing homicide

OHouse, dwel | i ng ( investigatiors. Tais rmuonbedwilléfall funthenrdtasdaeress countries (see Section 12: Data
residential homes. future years. sources and quality).

00t her 6 includes Sadrce: HomicideeIndex froonc thet Haom@he United Nations Office on Drugs and Crime
including other public places. Office (UNODC) published an updated Global study
Download this chart Figure 8: Female homiditides on homicide 2023, which showed that the

victims were most likely to be killed in orFigures are subject to revision as cases giabal homicide rate was 58 per million
around a house or dwelling, and male victidealt with by the police and by the courts population in 2021. The Americas and Africa,
in public places as further information becomes available. at 150 and 127 per million population,

7. Drug and alcohotrelated homicides Download this tableTable 1: Number of respectively, were the regions with the highest
In the three years to year ending (YE) Maruspects for initially recorded homicide victim&rage homicide rates in 2021. In this
2025, over a third (35%) of homicide victinggar ending (YE) March 2023 to YE Marcbntext, England and Wales had a relatively

were thought to be under the influence 2025 low rate of homicide (8.6 per million
alcohol and/or illicit drugs at the time of thimvestigative and court outcomes population) in year ending (YE) March 2025.
homicide. In total, there were 527 suspects charged lastest published homicide data from UNODC

The proportion under the influence of alcohbl5 December 2025 relating to the 524how that the United States had a homicide
and/or fillicit drugs was higher among maleomicides initially recorded in YE March 20&8e of 58 per million population in 2023.

Page8 ragged-rag.net


http:/ragged-rag.net
https://www.facebook.com/profile.php?id=61588419656141
https://ragged-rag.net

The truth is here, not out therg TH E RAG m http://ragged-rag.net

Latest homicide figures fromwhile Homicide Index statistics are based oanalysis does not accept updates after it is

Eurostat show that the homicidehe number of victims. Therefore, homicidérozen" to ensure the data do not change
rates in 2023 for the EU and Europeanincident trend data are not affected by massduring the analysis period. The data in this
Economic Area (EEA) ranged from 0.0 pdatality homicides such as terrorist attacks. article refer to the position as at 5 December
million population in Liechtenstein to 42.0 pedomicide offences 2025.

million population in Latvia. A collective term referring to the offences oHomicide Index data are based on the year
Compared with countries in the EU, the UKurder, manslaughter and infanticidewhen the offence was recorded as a crime,
nations had middling homicide rates. Th#urder and manslaughter are common lamot when the offence took place or when the
Scottish Government annual homicide figureéfences that have never been defined bycase was heard in court. While in the
showed that the rate of homicides in Scotlanstatute, although they have been modified bymajority of cases the offence will be
was 8.1 per million population in YE Marclstatute. The manslaughter category includescorded in the same year as it took place,
2025, lower than the previous year (10.4).the offence of corporate manslaughter, whickhis is not always so. Caution is therefore
They recorded 45 victims, which was theas created by the Corporate Manslaughtemeeded when looking at long&rm
lowest since comparable records began imnd Corporate Homicide Act 2007 and camehomicide trends. For example, the 173
1976. The Police Service of Northern Irelanéhto force on 6 April 2008. homicides attributed to Doctor Harold
homicide figures show there were 16The offence of infanticide was created byShipman as a result of Dame Janet Smith's
homicides recorded by the police in Northerithe Infanticide Act 1922 and refined by the inquiry took place over a long period of time
Ireland in YE March 2025, an increase of 3dnfanticide Act 193§Section 1).Infanticide but were all recorded by the police during
compared with the previous year and a rateis defined as the killing of a baby aged year ending (YE) March 2003.

of 8.3 per million population. under 1 year by their mother while theFurthermore, where several people are killed
10. Data on homicide in England and balance of her mind was disturbed as aby the same suspect, the number of homicides
Wales: year ending March 2025 result of giving birth. counted is the total number of victims killed
Appendix tables: homicide in England andHomicide suspect rather than the number of incidents. For
Wales For the purposes of the Homicide Index, axample, the 39 victims of human trafficking
Dataset | Released 5 February 2026 suspect in a homicide case is defined a®und in a lorry in Grays, Essex, in October

Findings from the analyses based on theither: a person who has been charged witl2019 are counted as 39 individual
Homicide Index recorded by the Homea homicide offence, including those who wereomicides.

Office, including longerm trends, sex of the subsequently convicted and those awaitingvhen the police initially record an offence
victim, apparent method of killing andtrial, or a person who is suspected by theas a homicide, it remains classified as such

relationship to victim. police of having committed the offence but isinless the courts decide that a lesser offence,
11. Glossary known to have died, including by suicide.  or no offence, took place. In all, 524 deaths
Domestic homicide Where there are multiple suspects, they aravere initially recorded as homicides by the

Homicides are recorded to be "domestic'tategorised in the Homicide Index as eithepolice in YE March 2025. By 5 December
when the relationship between a victim agedhe principal or a secondary suspect. Th2025, two were no longer recorded as
16 years and over and the perpetrator falls suspect with the longest sentence or mdsbmicide.

into one of the following categories: serious conviction is determined to be th&hreeyear averages are used to calculate
spouse principal suspect. In the absence of any coulibmicide rates by ethnicity because of the
commoitaw spouse outcome, the principal suspect is either tHew numbers of victims in some groups. Rates
cohabiting partner person considered by the police to be theare based on the Office for National
boyfriend or girlfriend most involved in the homicide or the suspe8tatistics (ONS) 2021 Census estimates. The
ex-spouse with the closest relationship to the victim.  Other ethnicities category reported in this
ex-cohabiting partner or eboyfriend or 12. Data sources and quality article includes Asian and Mixed or multiple
girlfriend Data presented have been extracted fromethnicities, to enable population statistics to
adulterous relationship the Home Office Homicide Index, whictmatch the categories in the Homicide Index.
son or daughter (including step andcontains detailed recosi@vel information The Poisson distribution can be applied to the
adopted relationships) about each homicide recorded by police imnumber of homicide incidents per year, with
parent (including step and adopted England and Wales. Statistics based on ththe number of these incidents being large
relationships) Home Office Homicide Index are accreditedenough to approximate the normal
brother or sister official statistics and were independentlydistribution. A statistical test (in this case a Z
other relatives reviewed by the Office for Statistics test) can be used to determine if the counts in
Drugrelated homicide Regulation in 2016. They comply with theeach year were statistically significantly

Information on drug and alcohol use istandards of trustworthiness, quality andlifferent from one another at the 95%
recorded by the police from toxicology value in the Code of Practice for Statisticeonfidence level (that is, whether there has
reports, and suspect and witness statemeng)d should be labelled accredited official been a true change in the underlying risk).
Drugrelated homicides can be categorisedstatistics. Further information on this methodology can
as: The Home Office Homicide Index containge found in Section 11 of our Focus on violent
systemic homicides are those arising fronetailed recordlevel information about each crime and sexual offences, England and
the fact that prohibition of drugs creates anhomicide recorded by police in England andVales: year ending March 2016 article.
illegal market, in which grievances cannot b&/ales. These figures provide much morklome Office statisticians undertake regular
reconciled through normal judicial channels sietail about the nature and circumstances afata quality exercises with police forces on
they may be settled through violence homicide offences than the main policsuspect information, cancelled crimes and
economic compulsive homicides arise riécorded crime dataset. However, the levetourt outcomes for historical data. Information
illicit drug users have to steal to fund theiof detail in the Homicide Index means thabn these areas published in the tables may
drug use; as a result, it is possible that dhese data take longer to collect andtherefore differ from recent years, with data
homicide may occur in the act of robbery omnalyse. Headline figures, covering a moraow being more complete.
burglary recent period, on the number of recordedHomicide figures differ between countries
psychopharmacological homicides occur &micides are published as part of ourand are not directly comparable for various
a result of the psychological effects thatquarterly Crime in England and Walesreasons, including:

drugs have on those who take them such asilletin. different definitions of homicide between
increased aggression or disinhibition The Homicide Index is continually updatedountries
Homicide incident with revised information from the police as differing points in the criminal justice

A homicide incident can involve one or mor@avestigations continue and as cases arg/stems at which homicides are recorded, for
victims but is only counted as one inciderteard by the courts. The version used fdnstance, when the offence is discovered or
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Number of homicide victims, England and Wales, year ending (YE) March
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Figure 9: Male suspects convicted of homicide show a younger age profile
than female suspects

Percentage of convicted suspects, England and Wales, three years combined: year ending (YE) March 2023 to YE

. -l [

@ iale convicted suspects (1,165) @ Female conviceed suspects (88)

Source: Homicide Index from the Home Office

Figure 8: Female homicide victims were most likely to be killed in or
around a house or dwelling, and male victims in public places

Percentage of recorded homicides, England and Wales, year ending (YE) March 2025
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Figure 7: Use of a sharp instrument was the most common method of
killing in homicide offences

Percentage of recarded homicides, England and Wales, year ending (YE) March 2025

5o Rate of homicide offences per millon population
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Source: Homicide Index from the Home Office

Figure 6: The most common suspect for female homicide victims aged 16 s
years and over was a partner or ex-partner
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Otherknown Figure 6: The most common suspect for female homicide victims
No suspect charged aged 16 years and over was a partner or ex-partner
S 20 3 w0 as Relationship of homicide victims aged 16 years and over to principal
Percentage of homicide victims suspect, England and Wales, year ending (YE) March 2025
@ Female victims (134 offences) @ Male victims (329 offences) ® Female vy

Source: Homicide Index from the Home Office

Figure 5: Over a quarter of Black homicide victims were aged between 16
and 24 years

Percentage of homicide victims, by age and ethnicity, England and Wales, year ending (YE) March 2025
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Figure 4: Levels of homicide were lower compared with the
previous year for most age-groups
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Figure 3: The number of male homicide victims has decreased in the latest a
year, while the number of female victims was similar to last year MEELS M Ml
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Figure 1: The homicide rate was the lowest it has been since 1977
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Figure 2: The number of homicide incidents has fallen compared with the
previous year
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From: https://www.gov.uk/
government/news/deputprimeminister
-setsoutvisionfor-the-justicesystem
Press release

Deputy Prime Minister sets out vision
for the justice system

Victims will benefit from a

Minister as part of the speech
included:

Expanding Case Go
ordinators to all Crown Court
centresd ensuring each court
has specialist staff whose job is
to move cases forward and

6transformedd justice system, the handling routine tasks that
Deputy Prime Minister has set out in a woul d other wise
speech earlier today (24 February). time.

From:

Ministry of Justice, HM Courts &
Tribunals Service and The Rt Hon David
Lammy MP
Published

24 February 2026

New Al courts assistant and National
Listing Framework to standardise listing
and limit unnecessary delays for victims

Working with the judiciary to
expand the pool of judges
eligible to be filmed when
passing sentencindyincreasing
transparency and
understanding of the court
process and ensuring the public
can see justice being served.

Investing in new video

6Bl itzd courts surge to tackle backlog infrastructure to expand online
of assault against emergency workers hearings while still maintaining
Vision for future of justice system se fairness and transparency. This
out in a speech at Excel Centre in Londo will mean more video hearings
at the Microsoft Al Tour in the Crown and
Speaking at the Microsoft Al Tour at the Courts than ever befored
Excel Centre in London, David Lamm saving time, money and making
presented his vision for the future of the the system more flexible.
court system that will deliver faster and Expanding a scheme already
fairer justice for victims by combining used in cities like Manchester,
investment, reform, and modernisation. Bristol, and Nottingham which
The Deputy Prime Minister also set ou will mean more local authorities
several key measures that will be taken will allow prisoner vans to use
forward from Part Two of Sir Brian bus lanes to deliver defendants
Leveson®s I ndependent Revi ew of to court. The department will
Criminal Courts. also work with Transport for
This included the creation of a National London to reduce avoidable
Listing Frameworkd standardising the Just i ce in Tor ont o.delaystarid &eep the justieersygtem mavingl e r n

process of how it is decided when cases arbuilding, digital by design. PurposefullyThe speech follows the announcement this
heard in court to stop there being a variationpaperless with judgenly trials handling morning that the criminal courts will be
from court to court. down quick and fair justice for summary andunded at the highest ever level to hear as
It will help address what many view as as ome mor e of f encesé manycases as possible next year to speed
postcode lottery for victims of crime. Thiswill | t 8 s efficient, o r upgustiteyfor viatimg. Thedgreement betweken i
help ensure serious cases, like rape andorks. Walking through the courthouse, | haithe Deputy Prime Minister and the senior
sexual offences, are treated with thean uncomfortable realisation: | felt less like gudiciary guarantees there will be no cap on
consistency and urgency they deserve. visitor from another country and more likehe number of days the Crown Court can sit
Alongside this the Government will als@mne from another time, catching a glimpse afiext year. It also agreed that the
support the courts and the judiciary inwhat could be. A vision of justice designethna gi str at es d courts wi
resolving ol der casdorthheuwgbrloBlag zidt dighestdpsationabcapacitt once was é
This is where courts list similar cases togetherWe inherited a justice system on the poinfor the first time, firm funding commitments
over a short period of timé concentrating of collapse in every arena and it falls to us tohave been agreed for the next three years
court resources and the expertise requided fix it. To reform the justice system so that gimultaneousky giving the justice system the
and helping to ensure any guilty pleas com& an r eact é longterm stability it needs to plan ahead.
earlier in the process. It will also make it less Founded on the progressive principles thatoncluding his speech the Deputy Prime
likely that court time is wasted when a casé a v e underpinned B r Mihister said: s criminal justi
cannot proceed at the last minute. system for centuries. But shaped with the Today, we are calling time on that system
Beginning from April 2026, these Blitz courteealism of recognising that this era requiresnd consigning it to the padtrom our huge
in London will focus on assaults on emergenegw structures to produce justice that is swiftvestment in the courts, to our comprehensive
workers to progress and clear older casesnd fair. reform programme and our plans to use
that have been waiting years for justice. The Deputy Prime Minister also set out hischnology to turbeharge how justice is
These measures address fundamentalan to dramatically expand the use of Ald o n e é
changes to how the criminal justice systetfmroughout the court system to better support We will renew the system after years of
operates in the modern era and a failure tothe courts, save time and improve efficiencglecline, so that it is serious about justice as it
renew justice at the pace the modern worldand transparency. This includes using Al oxi st s today and once
demandsPolice are arresting and charging transcribe more hearings, including within théeliver the swifter outcomes that victims
more people and in the digital era casesimmigration and Asylum Tribunals, using it should be able to expect and have always
have been increasingly complex with 90% ofinonymise material across the court system dsserved.
all crime having some form of digital well as summarising judgments.
evidence. Alongside this HMCTS will also pilot an
At the opening of the speech the Deputassisted listing assistant to make it easier
Prime Minister set out the problems the justicases to be listed, moving away from pe
system faces and how technology couldnd paper and introducing digital schedulin
deliver faster and fair justice: as advocated by Sir Brian.

Recently | visited the Ontario Court ofOther measures set out by the Deputy Pri
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